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PBS Explores a New Generation of 
“SUPER SKYSCRAPERS”
Premiering February 5, 2014
– Four-Part Series Boosts Science Offerings on Wednesday at 10 P.M. –
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	The Leadenhall Building from the south at night. Photo by Oscar Chan.



ARLINGTON, VA; JANUARY 14, 2014 –Modern dreamers around the world are building higher and faster than ever before, creating a new generation of skyscrapers that push the limits of engineering, technology and design to become greener, stronger and more luxurious. PBS announced today the premiere of SUPER SKYSCRAPERS, a four-part series that follows the creation of extraordinary buildings and showcases how they revolutionize the ways we live, work and entertain ourselves.  Part of PBS’ new Wednesday night science lineup that expands programing into the 10 p.m. hour, SUPER SKYSCRAPERS episodes include “One World Trade Center,” “Building the Future,” “The Vertical City” and “The Billionaire Building.”  The series premieres Wednesday, February 5, 2014, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET on PBS.
Recently judged to be the tallest building in the western hemisphere, and soon to be a modern landmark in New York City, the structure featured in “One World Trade Center” is engineered to be the safest, strongest skyscraper ever built. This episode follows the final year of the soon-to-open edifice’s exterior construction, culminating with the milestone of reaching 1,776 feet. For One World Trade Center’s head of construction Steve Plate — and the scientists, engineers, ironworkers and curtain-wall installers — this job is suffused with the history of the site and a sense of duty to rebuild from the ashes of Ground Zero.
“Building the Future” takes viewers in and around Leadenhall Building, a pinnacle of London’s recent avant-garde architecture boom and popularly nicknamed “The Cheese Grater” for its tapered shape and steel exoskeleton. The construction of this newest Financial Centre showpiece forced the team behind Leadenhall to radically rethink every aspect of the traditional building model: its pieces were constructed off-site, delivered to the location and stacked and bolted together “like a giant Lego set.” 

When complete, China’s Shanghai Tower will be far more than a skyscraper — it will be a 120-story “Vertical City”: the country’s tallest and the world’s second-tallest building; a collection of businesses, services and hotels boasting a population equal to the country of Monaco in a community built on a footprint the size of a football field. This episode goes behind Shanghai Tower’s interior wall and exterior skin, a place where residents work, play and relax in a series of eight stacked public parks, each more than 121 feet. Built with highly sustainable methods and earning one of China’s best “green ratings,” the structure will dominate Shanghai’s skyline, towering over its neighbors as a testament to the city’s economic success and the ambitions of its wealthy elite. 
Upon completion, One57 in Manhattan, dubbed “The Billionaire Building,” will rise more than 1,000 feet and 75 stories, making it the tallest residential tower in the western hemisphere and boasting unprecedented views of Central Park. This episode follows the teams tasked with creating, building, designing and selling New York’s most luxurious and most expensive residential skyscraper. Condominiums at One57, described as “the most bespoke skyscraper ever built,” boast state-of-the-art interiors, including double-height ceilings, full-floor apartments, bathrooms clad in the finest Italian marble and handmade kitchens from UK craftsmen.
“It’s clear that a new generation of buildings is rising around the world,” said Dan Oliver, executive producer at Blink Films. “They are extraordinarily complex, strong, tall and safer than ever. It was an amazing project to get behind the scenes in various stages of their development. We got an inside look at how today’s ever-improving technology is literally changing the game in construction, and the way global citizens are living their lives.”  
“This exciting new series is a major addition to our Wednesday night science lineup,” added Beth Hoppe, Chief Programming Executive and General Manager of General Audience Programming for PBS. “Like the new buildings it documents, the show is dizzying in its scope and in the access it gives PBS viewers to some of the world’s amazing structures.”
SUPER SKYSCRAPERS is produced by Blink Films UK.  The series is executive produced by Dan Oliver and Dan Chambers.
About Blink Films
Blink Films is a London-based production company set up by Dan Chambers and Justine Kershaw. Blink makes factual, features, documentaries, entertainment, drama-doc and comedy.  The award-winning programs are noted for their intelligence, warmth and creativity. Blink relishes the creative challenge of telling the ‘untellable’ whether it’s visualizing the extraordinary story of reproduction by scaling sperm up to human size or exploring the sensitive subject of death through a ground-breaking science experiment. Blink exudes a passion for making stand-out television, from one-off feature length documentaries to each individual episode of a ten-part series, and the programs rely on strong relationships with all contributors. Blink has coproduction deals with broadcasters in the UK, US, Canada, Australia and France with programs that have sold to over 50 countries around the world.
About PBS
PBS, with its over 350 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content. Each month, PBS reaches nearly 109 million people through television and over 28 million people online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. PBS’ premier children’s TV programming and its website, pbskids.org, are parents’ and teachers’ most trusted partners in inspiring and nurturing curiosity and love of learning in children. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the Internet, or by following PBS on Twitter, Facebook or through our apps for mobile devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS Pressroom on Twitter.
– PBS –

CONTACTS:
John Michael Kennedy / Caroline Capute, Goodman Media International: 212-576-2700; PBSProgramming@goodmanmedia.com 
Michae Godwin, PBS: 703-739-8483; mmgodwin@pbs.org  
For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom.
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