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THIRTEEN’s Secrets of the Dead Uncovers Clues in Search of 
The Real Trojan Horse 
Tuesday, October 13 at 9 p.m. on PBS


The Trojan Horse… It was the ultimate sneak attack, bringing a city that would withstood nine years of battle to its knees. But was it simply a work of fiction? Or did the Greeks really trick the Trojans into defeat with a giant wooden horse that concealed enough soldiers to reduce the powerful city to rubble? Are the city of Troy and the familiar story of the Trojan War as recounted in Homer’s ancient Greek epic poem, the Iliad, fact or fiction? Secrets of the Dead: The Real Trojan Horse, airing Tuesday, October 13, 2015 at 9 p.m. on PBS (check local listings), follows a team of historians, military engineers and archaeologists as they examine the physical evidence to discover the truth behind the myth.


“I want to find out whether there was any real history behind that myth and in particular whether there was any real history behind the Trojan Horse,” says Edith Hall, professor of classics at Kings College London. Was Homer describing a real place whose walls could not be breached?
In the epic poem, the Greeks set out for Troy to rescue Queen Helen, whose face “launched a thousand ships.” But, as suggested in The Real Trojan Horse, there could have been other reasons to invade Troy.
For centuries, Troy was believed to be a mythical place. But in the 1870s, Heinrich Schliemann began the first archeological dig in search of Troy. Many 19th-century scholars did not believe what Schliemann found was evidence of Troy because it was not large enough to be the wealthy city Homer described. However, the discovery in the 1990s of a large lower city—ten times the size of Schliemann’s original find—provided solid evidence that the mighty city of Troy actually existed. 
Were the city’s defenses really impenetrable? Was the only way to beat the Trojans to trick them? Evidence the city was rebuilt following an earthquake reveals that the walls were strengthened and angled, a new tower was added, and a gate leading to the citadel was blocked so that there were fewer entrances. Mark Schwartz, associate professor anthropology and military historian at Grand Valley State University, comes to the conclusion “So this is fortress Troy.” 
To test Troy’s defenses, The Real Trojan Horse explores the use of various possible weapons of attack including a battering ram and a siege tower, neither of which, it seems, would have been able to penetrate the city. 
The discovery of a natural spring in the earth below Troy and huge storage jars to stockpile food in the ground beneath the citadel show that the city was indeed able to withstand a siege, even one as long as nine years, as Homer described. But the finding of charred bones and arrowheads within the city points toward a violent showdown around 1200 BC and makes the case that the Trojan War was not a myth, but in fact, a historical fact. 
If the legendary siege did happen, could a Trojan Horse – especially given the significance of horses to the Trojans –have been used to trick Troy into defeat? Secrets of the Dead goes in search of answers.
Secrets of the Dead: The Real Trojan Horse is a Blink Films Production in association with THIRTEEN Productions LLC for WNET.  Narrator is Jay O. Sanders. Producer/director is Tom Fowlie.  Voice of Homer is Anthony Call.  Executive in charge for WNET is Stephen Segaller. Executive producer for WNET is Steve Burns. Supervising producer for WNET is Stephanie Carter. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]This program is among the full-length episodes that will be available for viewing after broadcast on Secrets of the Dead Online (pbs.org/secrets). Along with the extensive online video catalog, the series website provides resources for educators with lesson plans for middle school and high school teachers. As one of PBS' ongoing limited primetime series, Secrets of the Dead is a perennial favorite among viewers, routinely ranking among the 10 most-watched series on public television. Currently in its 14th season, Secrets of the Dead continues its unique brand of archaeological sleuthing employing advances in investigative techniques, forensic science and historical scholarship to offer new evidence about forgotten mysteries. Secrets of the Dead has received 10 CINE Golden Eagle Awards and six Emmy nominations, among numerous other awards. 
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