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DAVID FORAN 

Featured Scientist
David Foran is the 
Director of the Forensic Science Program at Michigan State University, housed within the School of Criminal Justice, and with ties to departments throughout the University.  He is a Fellow of the American Academy of Forensic Sciences, is on the 
Editorial Board of The Journal of Forensic Sciences
, and is court qualified as an expert on both nuclear and mitochondrial DNA profiling. He obtained his PhD
 in molecular genetics from the University of Michigan, and was a post-doctoral fellow at McGill University in Montreal. He became a research associate at the University of California at Santa Cruz, and then an assistant professor in the Forensic Science 
Department at the George Washington University in Washington D.C
., where he developed the forensic biology laboratory. He came to Michigan State seven years ago, founding the forensic biology laboratory and graduate track, and became P
rogram director five years ago. The Forensic Science 
Program at MSU is the nation
s oldest
 and is widely regarded as one of the finest. Its graduates go on to work in private, regional, state
 and federal crime laboratories, including the FBI, ATF, and numerous other agencies. Dr. Foran’s area of expertise is forensic biology, with an accent on nuclear and mitochondrial DNA analysis of both humans and domestic and wildlife species. His research areas include theoretical and applied analysis of skeletal remains, improvised explosive devices, sarcophagic flies
, and a host of other matters related to the legal system. He and his graduate students aid a variety of local, state
, and federal agencies with specialized casework, 
are advisors to the Michigan Innocence Project, and conduct research on historical cases of broad interest.

JOHN HARRIS TRESTRAIL
 III

Featured Scientist

Clinical & Forensic Toxicologist – Author 

Mr. Trestrail graduated with honors, obtaining a B.S. degree in Pharmacy, from Ferris State University, Big Rapids, Michigan, in 1967, where he was initiated into Rho Chi (Pharmaceutical Honor Society).  From 1967-1968, he attended graduate school
, at the College of Pharmacy, The Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio,
 majoring in natural product chemistry.  Mr. Trestrail’s public service experience was with the United States Peace Corps
, from 1968-1970, where he taught chemistry at the University of the Philippines College of Agriculture, in the Republic of the Philippines. He is a practicing boarded toxicologist, and for many years
, was a visiting instructor at the FBI National Academy in Quantico, Virginia. He is probably the world’s foremost authority on the subjects of criminal poisoning and murder by poison. Since 1976, he has served as the Managing Director of one of the nation’s certified regional poison centers. 

He has been honored as a Fellow by the American Academy of Clinical Toxicology, and is a Diplomate, by examination, of the American Board of Applied Toxicology. Mr. Trestrail founded the Center for the Study of Criminal Poisoning, as well as the Toxicological History Society. 
He was a member of the reserach team featured in SECRETS OF THE DEAD Executed in Error  on the famous 1910 poisoning murder case.  He was the project leader for the forensic research project that 
was able to resolve the key question in the Crippen case, using mtDNA comparison with living exemplars. He is a participant in the International Program on Clinical Safety
, of the World Health Organization (WHO), working on the establishment of poison control services in the world's developing countries. 


Mr. Trestrail has served as an expert consultant 
in many criminal poisoning investigations, to law enforcement and attorneys. Since 1990, Mr. Trestrail’’s seminars on “Murder by Poison!” and “Poisoners Throughout History,
” have been received with wide acclaim by audiences throughout the United States, Canada, Europe, and Asia. 

He is the author of the pioneering book Criminal Poisoning: An Investigational Guide for Law Enforcement, Toxicologists, Forensic Scientists, and Attorneys, published by Humana Press
, in 2000 (
2nd edition in 2007). He is also one of the co-editors of the book Toxicology Secrets, published by Hanley and Belfus Publishers
, in 2001. His third book
 The Poison Quiz Book 
2nd Ed., was published by McGraw-Hill
, in 2006. 

For entertainment, John sings barbershop harmony with the Great Lakes Chorus
, in Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

John and Mary Trestrail have been married since 1971, they have two children, and two grandchildren. 
JARED LIPWORTH

Director, Science Programs, Thirteen/WNET New York
As director of science programs, Mr. Lipworth is responsible for commissioning and executive producing all science programs produced by Thirteen’s Science, Natural History and Features department. Current projects in production or development include Secrets of the Dead VI and 
VII, The Human Spark, Ground War, Curious II and more. Recently completed projects include The Mysterious Human Heart, Curious, Warplane
 and Secrets of the Dead V
. 

Prior to becoming executive producer and then director of science programs, Mr. Lipworth was the series producer for the department’s technology series, Innovation.  He also served as series producer for the Emmy-nominated Secrets of the Dead III and coordinating producer for many of the department’s projects, including Warrior Challenge, Secrets of the Pharaohs, the Emmy Award-winning Frontier House and The Secret Life of the Brain, Warship, Taxi Dreams, Echoes From The White House and Savage Planet. In 2003, Mr. Lipworth was nominated for a writing Emmy for Secrets of the Dead: Mystery of the Black Death.  Additional credit
 at Thirteen include post-production producer for The American President and 1900 House, and production assistant for Savage Seas, On The Trail of Mark Twain, The Great Balloon Race
 and Stories of Lupus.

Before arriving at Thirteen, Mr. Lipworth produced, directed and edited In the Footsteps of the Black Rhino for the BBC’s Animal Zone.  He received his master’s degree in broadcast journalism from New York University, where he won the award for academic excellence, and he received his bachelor’s degree in business management from Cornell University.
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