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Q&A with Patrick Crippen
SECRETS OF THE DEAD Executed in Error

October 1 at 8 p.m. (ET) on PBS (check local listings)

How are you related to Dr. Crippen?
I am Dr. Hawley Crippen’s second cousin three times removed.  The common ancestor is his great-grandfather, who is my 4th great-grandfather.  At the moment, I am the closest living male relative that has been identified.  Hawley's direct line is supposed to have ceased.

When did you first learn of Dr. Crippen’s story?  

I first learned of Hawley when I was a child and my grand-uncle James Crippen visited us.  He was the genealogist in the family and he told us the story of Hawley.

 

Has his case always been viewed as a legendary “wrong” in your family’s history?

The case was not considered a “wrong” by my family because we did not have any in depth info about it.  
 
Had you done your own research prior to John Trestrail’s work?
I learned more about it when I became involved in international business and had to travel to England.  I then read Tom Cullen's book, Crippen, the Mild Murderer and decided something was fishy about the case.  I then heard a presentation by John Trestrail and his point that poisoners do not mutilate their victims.  From there I read the trial transcript and Erik Larson's book, Thunderstruck.  After that came the DNA discoveries of Trestrail’s team. 

What’s the update on your request for a Pardon from the British government?
The Pardon has not been acted upon by Her Majesty's government.  John Tretrail’s remark about Scotland Yard having planted the “torso” may have delayed or killed the request.  To grant the Pardon may seem to the British Government that they are concurring in Scotland Yard being involved.  We have not given up; hopefully it is just English bureacracy working slowly. 
..........…
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