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Q&A with clinical & forensic toxicologist John H. Trestrail III
SECRETS OF THE DEAD Executed in Error

October 1 at 8 p.m. (ET) on PBS (check local listings)

What is a toxicologist?

An individual who studies the subject of poisonous substances.

 

What compelled you to investigate a century-old criminal case?   What didn't add up in your mind?

I kept studying this case, trying to understand why a poisoner would mutilate the victim of his crime.  Of all the criminal poisoning cases I have studies, this is one of only two out of over 1,000 cases where multilation was found. 


What surprised you the most in your findings in the Crippen case?

The biggest surprises were not only the trial specimen used to convict him, and was not from his missing wife.  It was also that of a male!


Are you pursuing other unsolved cases?

Although I continue to try and understand the mind and commonalities of the criminal poisoner,  the Crippen case is unique.
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