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SECRETS OF THE DEAD: Bridge on the River Kwai
LIEV SCHREIBER 

Narrator
Liev Schreiber recently won the 2005 Tony for his portrayal of Ricky Roma in the Broadway revival of David Mamet’s Glengarry Glen Ross.  Schreiber made his directorial debut, Everything Is Illuminated, for Warner Independent Pictures.  Based on the bestselling novel by Safran Foer, the film, starring Elijah Wood, premiered in 2005.  He recently starred opposite Julia Stiles in 20th Century Fox’s The Omen 666, a remake of the 1976 original.  Schreiber’s distinguished list of acting credits also includes Jonathan Demme’s The Manchurian Candidate; The Sum of All Fears; Kate & Leopold; Michael Almerayda’s Hamlet; The Hurricane opposite Denzel Washington; Tony Goldwyn’s A Walk on the Moon; Robert Benton’s Twilight with Paul Newman; Barry Levinson’s sci-fi epic Sphere; the box office hits Scream, the original, II and III; and Ransom.  Schreiber is also known for his work in such acclaimed independent features as Stanley Tucci’s Big Night; Party Girl; The Daytrippers with Hope Davis; Nicole Holofcener’s Walking and Talking with Catherine Keener; Nora Ephron’s Mixed Nuts; Antonia Bird’s Mad Love; Hal Salwen’s Denise Calls Up; and Tom Gilroy’s Spring Forward with Ned Beatty, for which he also served as a producer.

Schreiber studied acting with the faculty from England’s Royal Academy of Dramatic Arts.  In 1992, he graduated with an MFA from the Yale School of Drama.  His stage credits include his critically acclaimed turn as Henry V in last summer’s Shakespeare in the Park production at the Delacorte Theatre; The Mercy Seat opposite Sigourney Weaver and directed by Neil Labute; Harold Pinter’s Betrayal, co-starring Juliette Binoche; and Moonlight with Blythe Danner and Jason Robards.  Schreiber’s enduring relationship with the Public Theater’s New York Shakespeare Festival has produced several critically acclaimed performances, including the title role in Hamlet, Iago in Othello, and roles in Macbeth, The Tempest, and Cymbeline, for which he won an Obie award.   Other productions include All for One, In the Summer House, Escape From Happiness, The Real Thing, Richard III, Underground, and the Moscow Art Theatre’s production of Ivanov.
For television, Schreiber starred as Orson Wells in RKO 281 (Emmy and Golden Globe nominations), and in Lackawanna Blues, Spinning Boris, Buffalo Girls, People V, and The Sunshine Boys with Woody Allen and Peter Falk.   As a voiceover artist, Schreiber has narrated numerous documentaries.

BASHAR ALTABBA

Engineer

A respected structural engineer working for a large United States engineering company, Bashar Altabba has been instrumental in the genesis of many important construction projects.  He is currently working on Boston’s central artery tunnel project, also known as the “Big Dig.”

ROD BEATTIE

Engineer, Historian

A former Australian engineer now living in Thailand, Rod Beattie researches the history of the railway and serves as the curator of the war cemeteries at Kanchanaburi and Chungkai.  He is also an official involved with the Australian-Japanese reconciliation process.  He has traveled the length of the “Death Railway,” locating and mapping the sites of the former POW camps and work areas, and has amassed the largest existing database of POW names and information.  He recently constructed a comprehensive information center and museum – the Thailand-Burma Railway Centre – and maintains a collection consisting of a wealth of photographs and related memorabilia. 

HOWARD BROOKS

Surviving P.O.W.
Howard Brooks was on board the U.S.S. Houston when it was sunk in the Battle of Sunda Straits and lay adrift in the water for three days before being captured by the Japanese.  He was taken prisoner and forced to work on the Thai-Burma railway, mainly on the Burmese sections of the line.  A graduate of the University of Rhode Island, he worked as an electrical engineer and now lives in southern New Jersey.

FRANK DAVIES

Surviving P.O.W.
Frank Davies was among the Allied prisoner workforce that built Bridge 277.  He is a talented painter and in his artwork has portrayed the building of the bridge and other places along the route of the railway.  He now lives in Manchester, England.

BILL HOLTHAM

Surviving P.O.W.
Bill Holtham survived some of the worst incidents to take place during the construction of the Thai-Burma railway.  He was part of  the “F Force,” a group of British and Australian soldiers who were forced to march 200 miles through dense jungle in 1943.  Their destination was a camp on the Songkurai River, near which they were made to build a bridge.  Of the 1,600 British soldiers who built that bridge, 1,200 died, marking the worst death rate for Allied prisoners of any site on the railway.  Holtham now lives in Essex, England.

FRANK NELSON

United States Air Force Bombardier

Frank Nelson is a veteran World War II U.S. Air Force B-24 bomber, the man who bombed and destroyed Bridge 277, what became known as “The Bridge on the River Kwai.”  He was also one of the most successful bombardiers at deploying the Allies’ top-secret smart bomb, known as the AZON.  Nelson and his fellow bombardiers used the AZON at strategic points along the Thai-Burma railway.

FRED SEIKER

Surviving P.O.W.
Fred Seiker was a Dutch POW working on the Thai-Burma railway.  He was a civilian engineer captured by the Japanese in Java, and has documented his terrifying experiences in a series of paintings, as well as in print and in public talks.  He now lives in Worcester, England.

RENICHI SUGANO

Engineer for the Japanese Army

A member of the All Burma Veterans Association of Japan, Renichi Sugano was a key engineering figure in the construction of the Thai-Burma railway, during which he held the army rank of major.  He was one of the few engineers not tried for war crimes after the war.  Sugano traveled from Japan to Thailand for the filming of this documentary; he lives in Tokyo.

DICK WILKINS

Surviving P.O.W.
Dick Wilkins, a P.O.W., took the huge risk of keeping a diary throughout his captivity. .The diary started out as love letters to his wife, but became instrumental in giving him the will to live during some of the worst moments of his life.  He has rarely spoken about his experiences; this is his first television interview.  He now lives in Essex, England.

DAVID HICKMAN

Writer, Producer, Director

David Hickman is an Emmy-winning director (Baby It’s You, for Channel Four in 1994), and, as a producer, has won the prestigious Grand Jury Prize at the Sundance Film Festival (A Brief History of Time, 1992).  Hickman has written and directed two installments of Great Railway Journeys for the BBC, with British comedian Alexei Sayle and actor Danny Glover.  More recently, he was series producer for the BBC/Discovery series Superhuman (2001), and series producer and director for The Elegant Universe, with Brian Greene (Channel Four and WGBH, 2003).  He has also written and directed acclaimed films for Channel Four’s Survival series and To the Ends of the Earth.  

IAN DUNCAN

Executive Producer, Windfall Films

Ian Duncan spent four years at the BBC before leaving in 1987 to form Windfall Films with David Dugan and Oliver Morse.  He has produced films across different genres – science, natural history, arts, documentary, features, and dramas.  These have won many awards, including a Banff Rocky, an RTS, a Cable Ace, a Chicago Gold Hugo, an Emmy, the Grand Award at New York Festivals, and awards at Jackson Hole and Missoula Wildlife film festivals.

JARED LIPWORTH

Executive Producer, Science Programs
As executive producer for science programs, Jared Lipworth is responsible for commissioning and overseeing all science programs produced by Thirteen/WNET New York.  Current projects in production or development include Secrets of the Dead, Warplane, The Human Spark, The Mysterious Human Heart, Big Ideas II and more.  Prior to becoming executive producer, he was the series producer for the department’s technology series, Innovation.  

Lipworth also served as series producer for the Emmy-nominated Secrets of the Dead III and coordinating producer for many of the department’s projects, including Warrior Challenge, Secrets of the Pharaohs, the Emmy Award-winning Frontier House and The Secret Life of the Brain, Warship, Taxi Dreams, Echoes from the White House and Savage Planet.  In 2003, Lipworth was nominated for a writing Emmy for Secrets of the Dead: Mystery of the Black Death.  Additional credits at Thirteen include post-production producer for The American President and 1900 House, and production assistant for Savage Seas, On the Trail of Mark Twain, The Great Balloon Race and Stories of Lupus.

Before arriving at Thirteen, Lipworth produced, directed and edited In the Footsteps of the Black Rhino for the BBC’s Animal Zone.  He received his master’s degree in broadcast journalism from New York University, where he won the award for academic excellence, and he received his bachelor’s degree in business management from Cornell University.
WILLIAM R. GRANT
Director, Science, Natural History and Features Programs, Thirteen/WNET New York

William R. Grant is director of science, natural history and features programs at WNET in New York, the flagship of the U.S. public television system.  He joined WNET in 1995 after 12 years at WGBH in Boston, where he was managing editor of Frontline and executive editor of Nova.  At WGBH he also served as executive producer of Living Against the Odds and Made In America? 

At WNET he is in charge of one of public television’s largest documentary production departments, which brings to national broadcast an average of 60 hours of programs a year in the areas of natural history, science, history, business, travel, and other topics.  While at WNET he has also been executive producer of Innovation and Going Places, two PBS anthology series, and numerous mini-series, including America on Wheels, Savage Skies, Savage Earth, Savage Seas, Knife to the Heart, Stephen Hawking’s Universe, On the Trail of Mark Twain, The American President, In Search of Ancient Ireland, The Rise and Fall of Jim Crow, Slavery and the Making of America, and African American Lives.  He has been responsible, as executive in charge of production, for Nature, one of public television’s most watched continuing series, and the mini-series Savage Planet, Secrets of the Dead, Secrets of the Pharaohs, Warship, Africa, 1900 House, Frontier House, Manor House, The Secret Life of the Brain, Colonial House, Texas Ranch House, and the forthcoming Warplane and The Supreme Court.

Prior to joining WGBH in 1983, he was for 14 years a reporter and editor at two of the nation’s largest daily newspapers — the Detroit Free Press and the San Francisco Chronicle, where his work won numerous awards. 
In 1979-80 he was a Nieman Fellow at Harvard University.  He was inducted into the Kentucky Journalism Hall of Fame in 2001 and in 2005 was named to the University of Kentucky’s Hall of Distinguished Alumni.

Programs produced under his supervision have won 10 national News and Documentary Emmy awards, including one for the 2004 series DNA, and six George Foster Peabody awards, including one for the 2002 series The Rise and Fall of Jim Crow. 
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