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Biographies

SECRETS OF THE DEAD Catastrophe!

ROY SCHEIDER 

Narrator

Roy Scheider is one of the most accomplished actors of his generation.  Many know him for his performance in Stephen Spielberg’s Jaws, but his vast and varied resume is filled with a score of memorable roles.  Scheider exploded onto the scene in the early 1970s with a supporting role in Klute, starring Donald Sutherland and Jane Fonda.  He next starred with Gene Hackman in The French Connection, for which received an Academy Award nomination.  In 1979, Scheider was nominated for a Best Actor Oscar for his portrayal of hard-driving, director-choreographer Bob Fosse in All That Jazz.  Other films have included lead roles in Still of the Night, Blue Thunder, 2010, and The Rainmaker.  He was also the narrator for shows such as Legends, Icons and Superstars of the 20th Century, World’s Deadliest Sea Creatures and Nova’s Coma.  He is slated to appear in several upcoming films, including If I Didn’t Care, Dark Honeymoon and Winter Sea.  

DAVID KEYS

Author, Journalist, Theorist

British historian and journalist David Keys (The Independent, London) is the chief theorist behind Catastrophe! and the Ballantine book Catastrophe: An Investigation into the Origins of the Modern World.  He has spent his adult life investigating archaeological sites and reporting on developments and breakthroughs.  After beginning his career as a freelance journalist for a variety of British national newspapers (including The Guardian and The Daily Telegraph), reporting often from continental Europe and Africa, Keys landed a position as staff journalist at International Freighting Weekly, one that required that he travel, literally, all over the world.  In his capacity as a journalist, and over the course of his career, he has visited more than 1,000 archaeological sites in 60 countries.  He has so far worked in 28 countries in Europe, 14 countries in Asia, eight countries in the Americas, and 14 countries in Africa, exploring archaeological sites and developing his own theories about the effect of the environment on the Dark Ages and the modem world that came afterward.

Keys has also presented and/or designed national TV programs on archeology in the UK.  In 1992 and 1993 he co-presented a Channel Four archaeology magazine program called Down to Earth. From 1996 to 1999 he designed and/or acted as program consultant for 13 BBC TV archaeology programs, including specials on Alexander the Great, Ancient China, Ancient Egypt/Tutankhamen, and the Holy Grail.

KENNETH WOBLETZ 

Scientist, Los Alamos

From 1981-1983 Ken Wohletz was awarded a postdoctoral Fellowship at Los Alamos National Laboratory for experimental study of explosive magma/water interactions.  In 1983, he became a staff member at Los Alamos.  His recent research efforts have included the resolution of several of the following problems: application of supercomputers to the solution of Navier-Stokes equations for multi-phased, compressible fluid flow during volcanic eruptions; development of field techniques for geothermal exploration in volcanic areas; and characterization of volcanic ash and modeling its formation.

DAN CHAMBERS 

Executive Producer, Channel 4

Dan Chambers began his career in television in 1991 as a researcher on current affairs programs including Panorama and Dispatches, where he helped make, amongst others, films on the Gulf War, corrupt insurance companies and dangerous airplanes.  Following a directing break on BBC2’ s Big Science, he was commissioned to direct Equinox: Sun Storm, which showed how massive ejections from the sun can wreak havoc on Earth, fusing entire national grids and wiping out satellites.  Next, he made Equinox: Russian Roulette about the dangers posed by the deterioration of Russian nuclear weapons, and the possibility of an accidental or unauthorized missile launch.  In July 1998, Chambers joined Channel Four, becoming deputy commissioning editor for science.  There, he commissioned Secrets of the Dead.  He has also overseen many other programs, including the junkyard game show, Scrapheap Challenge, and the natural wonders series, Naked Planet.  Other projects include a three-part series on the science and technology of escaping from Colditz, a series on what forensic science can reveal about the Ancient Egyptians, and a light-hearted look at the most important scientific breakthroughs of all time, Six Experiments That Changed the World.

JARED LIPWORTH

Executive Producer, Science Programs, Thirteen/WNET New York
As executive producer for science programs, Jared Lipworth is responsible for commissioning and overseeing all science programs produced by Thirteen/WNET New York.  Current projects in production or development include Secrets of the Dead, Warplane, The Human Spark, The Mysterious Human Heart, Big Ideas II and more.  Prior to becoming executive producer, he was the series producer for the department’s technology series, Innovation.  

Lipworth also served as series producer for the Emmy-nominated Secrets of the Dead III and coordinating producer for many of the department’s projects, including Warrior Challenge, Secrets of the Pharaohs, the Emmy Award-winning Frontier House and The Secret Life of the Brain, Warship, Taxi Dreams, Echoes from the White House and Savage Planet.  In 2003, Lipworth was nominated for a writing Emmy for Secrets of the Dead: Mystery of the Black Death.  Additional credits at Thirteen include post-production producer for The American President and 1900 House, and production assistant for Savage Seas, On the Trail of Mark Twain, The Great Balloon Race and Stories of Lupus.

Before arriving at Thirteen, Lipworth produced, directed and edited In the Footsteps of the Black Rhino for the BBC’s Animal Zone.  He received his master’s degree in broadcast journalism from New York University, where he won the award for academic excellence, and he received his bachelor’s degree in business management from Cornell University.

WILLIAM R. GRANT

Executive-in-Charge

William R. Grant is director of science, natural history and features programs at Thirteen/WNET New York, the flagship of the U.S. public television system.  He joined WNET in 1995 after 12 years at WGBH in Boston, where he was managing editor of Frontline and executive editor of Nova.  At WGBH he also served as executive producer of Living Against the Odds and Made In America? 

At WNET he is in charge of one of public television’s largest documentary production departments, which brings to national broadcast an average of 60 hours of programs a year in the areas of natural history, science, history, business, travel, and other topics.  While at WNET he has also been executive producer of Innovation and Going Places, two PBS anthology series, and numerous mini-series, including America on Wheels, Savage Skies, Savage Earth, Savage Seas, Knife to the Heart, Stephen Hawking’s Universe, On the Trail of Mark Twain, The American President, In Search of Ancient Ireland, The Rise and Fall of Jim Crow, Slavery and the Making of America, and African American Lives.  He has been responsible, as executive in charge of production, for Nature, one of public television’s most watched continuing series, and the mini-series Savage Planet, Secrets of the Dead, Secrets of the Pharaohs, Warship, Africa, 1900 House, Frontier House, Manor House, The Secret Life of the Brain, Colonial House, Texas Ranch House and the forthcoming The Supreme Court.

Prior to joining WGBH in 1983, he was for 14 years a reporter and editor at two of the nation’s largest daily newspapers – the Detroit Free Press and the San Francisco Chronicle, where his work won numerous awards. 

In 1979-80 he was a Nieman Fellow at Harvard University.  He was inducted into the Kentucky Journalism Hall of Fame in 2001 and in 2005 was named to the University of Kentucky’s Hall of Distinguished Alumni.

Programs produced under his supervision have won 10 national News and Documentary Emmy awards, including one for the 2004 series DNA, and six George Foster Peabody awards, including one for the 2002 series The Rise and Fall of Jim Crow. 
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