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WILLIAM R. GRANT

Director, Science, Natural History and Features Programming
William R. Grant is director of science, natural history and features programming for Thirteen/WNET New York.  Mr. Grant joined Thirteen in 1995 after 12 years at WGBH in Boston, where he was managing editor of Frontline and executive editor of NOVA.  He also served as executive producer of both Living Against the Odds and Made in America?  At Thirteen, Mr. Grant has served as executive producer of African American Lives, Slavery and the Making of America, The Rise and Fall of Jim Crow, Innovation, Going Places, America on Wheels, Savage Skies, Savage Earth, Knife to the Heart, Stephen Hawking’s Universe, On the Trail of Mark Twain, Mandate, The American President and Echoes from the Past, among others.  He was also executive-in-charge of 1900 House, Frontier House, Manor House, Regency House, and Colonial House.
Previously, Mr. Grant was a reporter and editor at The Detroit Free Press and The San Francisco Chronicle, where his work won numerous awards.  He began his journalism career while in high school in Kentucky, at The Winchester Sun, and also worked at The Louisville Courier-Journal and The Lexington Herald-Leader.  He was inducted into the Kentucky Journalism Hall of Fame in 2001 and the University of Kentucky’s Hall of Distinguished Alumni in 2005.  From 1979-80, Mr. Grant was a Nieman Fellow at Harvard University.  

Programs under his supervision have won 10 national News and Documentary Awards and six George Foster Peabody Awards.

JODY SHEFF

Executive Producer, History and Features Programming         
As the executive producer of history and features programming at Thirteen/WNET New York, Jody Sheff has headed such national presentations as The Six Wives of Henry VIII and Crown and Country and local projects including the popular Walking Tour series.  Ms. Sheff produced the critically acclaimed PBS special A Conversation with Bill Moyers and Ursula K. LeGuin, created to coincide with the re-release of Ms. LeGuin’s science fiction classic The Lathe of Heaven.  She was also the series producer for the Emmy Award-winning Innovation and for the syndicated series The World of Nature with Walter Cronkite.  As a producer, writer and director her credits include Nature, Great Railway Journeys II, Legendary Trails, Sesame Street, and American Masters.  Upcoming projects that Ms. Sheff is executive-producing include Monarchy, a multi-part series chronicling the power, politics, religion and extraordinary lives of the English Crown, and The Supreme Court, a four-part history of the United States’ highest court and the decisions that have shaped American society. 

LEANNE KLEIN 

Executive Producer, Wall To Wall Television (UK)      
A graduate of Cambridge University and Goldsmith’s College Film School, Ms. Klein began producing and directing for the BBC in the early 1990s.  In 1994, she joined Wall To Wall to make the six-part series Baby It’s You for The Learning Channel/Channel 4, for which she was awarded an Emmy as Best Director.  

Ms. Klein then worked as a freelance director making documentaries for various independents, before rejoining Wall To Wall as a staff director and series producer.  Her projects include several co-financed series and one-off documentaries, such as the groundbreaking Body Story (Discovery Channel/Channel 4), which was nominated for a BAFTA and won several awards on both sides of the Atlantic.  

By the late 1990s Ms. Klein had become, and continues to be, a key member of Wall To Wall’s editorial team, executive-producing a wide range of factual shows on both sides of the Atlantic.  In 1998, she developed and executive-produced the first of the hugely popular and successful House shows, The 1900 House (Channel 4/Thirteen/WNET New York for PBS) which won both a Peabody and an RTS Award.  The show has spawned seven further House series, including Frontier House, Colonial House and now Texas Ranch House.  

Ms. Klein’s other executive producer credits include the award-winning feature-length docudramas The Day Britain Stopped and The Man Who Broke Britain for BBC2, and last year’s prescient Oil Storm for FX.  She has executive-produced a range of fully dramatized biographical films for the BBC, including Agatha Christie: A Life in Pictures, Ian Fleming: Bondmaker, Elizabeth David: A Life in Recipes and the upcoming HG Wells: War With the World.  She has also executive-produced documentaries and miniseries in the arts, science, history and reality genres, including the 12-part Things I Hate About You (Bravo), the 2004 Emmy nominee Colonial House (Channel 4/Thirteen/WNET), Joe Millionaire UK (Channel 4/E4), Secret Admirer (Channel 4), Scribbling (BBC2), Art Crime (Bravo/BBC4), Global Medics (Discovery Health), Ice World (Discovery Channel/Channel 4), and A Child’s World (Discovery Channel/BBC2).
DIANE BEST

Executive Producer, Wall To Wall Television
As executive producer of Wall To Wall’s New York office, Diane Best is responsible for U.S.-based productions and new program development.  In addition to her role as executive producer on Texas Ranch House, Ms. Best served as executive producer for the 12-part Rosemary: Queen of the Kitchen, featuring award-winning chef Rosemary Shrager on Discovery Home Channel, and series producer for Bravo’s 12-part comedy-reality game show Things I Hate About You, both produced by Wall To Wall.

Ms. Best also has series producer credits on the 13-part Trauma: Life in the ER for TLC and National Geographic Channel’s Doctors without Borders: Life in the Field (also a 13-hour series). An award-winning producer, director and writer, Ms. Best has filmed throughout the world, including in Rwanda, Tanzania, Nigeria, Burkina Faso, South Africa, the Philippines, Jamaica and Peru.  Her diverse productions include Malcolm Forbes: Capitalist Tool (MSNBC), Code Blue (TLC), History Detectives (PBS), Special Delivery (Discovery), Rights of Passage (Filmmakers Library distributor), Labor & Delivery (TLC) and the reality series ESPU (Animal Planet).

The recipient of a CINE Golden Eagle, Chicago Silver Plaque and other awards, Ms. Best is a graduate of Strathclyde University, Glasgow, and holds a Masters in Film & Video from Syracuse University, New York.

LUIS BARRETO

Series Producer

Luis Barreto is a director and Emmy-nominated producer with a wealth of experience in network and cable television productions.  Prior to working on Texas Ranch House, Mr. Barreto was co-executive producer of ABC’s Extreme Makeover: Home Edition, for which he received his Emmy nomination; executive producer of MTV’s Spring Break Special and Kickin’ It Old School; co-executive producer for several seasons of ABC’s The Mole; and segment producer and casting director for MTV’s Road Rules.  In addition, he directed NBC’s Sports Illustrated Fresh Face, UPN’s America’s Next Top Model, and Fear and Real World specials for MTV.  Prior to this work in unscripted television, Mr. Barreto produced documentaries for Greenpeace, and while living in Hawaii was a staff director for KGMB-9 News, Honolulu’s CBS affiliate, where he directed newscasts, sports events and concerts.  Other credits include producer with KABC Los Angeles and producer of on-air promotions for Telemundo.  Mr. Barreto was born in Bogotá, Colombia, and came to the United States with his family at the age of 10.
BOBBIE BIRLEFFI

Director, Episodes 1, 2
Growing up in Wyoming prepared Bobbie Birleffi well for Texas Ranch House.  With a degree in film from Stanford University, she began her career at public television working with Bill Moyers, Hugh Downs, Robert MacNeil and Jim Lehrer.  She went on to independently produce and direct PBS documentaries, including the International Documentary Association Distinguished Documentary nominee The Mormons; the Emmy-nominated Is Anyone Home on the Range; and the Emmy-winning Men Who Molest for the series Frontline.  She has produced, directed and written critically acclaimed and highly rated one-hour biographies and specials for cable television, including programs for Bravo, Lifetime, Court TV and A&E’s “Biography of the Year.”  Birleffi’s production company, TVgals, Inc., which she runs with Emmy Award-winning writer Beverly Kopf, has just finished a one-hour documentary titled Be Real, a provocative look at the lives of six everyday heroes in the LGBT community, which screened to critical acclaim at the 2006 Sundance Film Festival.  They are currently producing the behind-the-scenes DVD and TV special of Across the Universe, a musical drama from Revolution Studios and Sony Pictures. Directed by Julie Taymor with new renditions of more than 30 classic Beatles songs, it will be released in November 2006. 

CHRISTOPHER RAGAZZO

Director, Episodes 3, 4

Christopher Ragazzo is a writer and director who studied filmmaking at SUNY Purchase.  His first screenplay featured Samuel L. Jackson and was shot on location in Manhattan.  As recipient of the Award for New Directors from the Association of Independent Commercial Producers, his commercial work is part of the Museum of Modern Art’s permanent collection. Mr. Ragazzo’s writing and directing credits include work for MTV, VH1, Nickelodeon, Oxygen, Universal Television and The Sundance Channel, and his work as a photographer has appeared in national publications.  Mr. Ragazzo is also the co-host and creator of the top-rated “MyMacGuys” podcast, a show devoted to the Apple Macintosh platform, which was featured at The Macworld Conference in San Francisco.  He currently resides in Los Angeles with his wife and two daughters.

ILANA TRACHTMAN 

Director, Episodes 5, 6
Ilana Trachtman is an award-winning documentary and children’s TV director and producer.  Her works have aired on Showtime, Lifetime, HBO Family, ABC, Trio, The Biography Channel, Discovery, Sesame Workshop, and Thirteen/WNET New York for PBS.  Her directing credits include the Lifetime documentary special Our Heroes, Ourselves, which profiled four grassroots women heroes in America, with host Marlo Thomas; 24w/, a day-in-the-life four-part series following such pop culture icons as Vera Wang, Tina Brown and Damon Dash; Biography: Sylvia Plath; her producing credits include the HBO Family series My Favorite Book, in which 5-year-olds explain their versions of favorite children's books;  What's Going On: Child Poverty In America; Working Actors and Tales Of The Book Trade (both for WNET).  Ms. Trachtman’s work has received Emmy and Telly awards, a CINE Golden Eagle, and environmental and educational awards.  She is currently at work on her first independent documentary, a feature-length film called Praying with Lior, about the extraordinary spirituality of a boy with Down syndrome.  Ms. Trachtman spent two years on the staff of Thirteen/WNET’s City Arts series, which became the Peabody Award-winning series Egg: the arts show.
BARNABY COUGHLIN

Director, Episodes 7, 8
Hailing from the United Kingdom, Barnaby Coughlin has been directing for the last six years and has extensive experience working with prominent broadcasters in both the U.K. and U.S., directing films for the BBC, ITV, Channel 4, ABC, Bravo, Discovery and PBS.  Mr. Coughlin has fueled the British preoccupation with all things American, producing a variety of films about America for the U.K. market, exploring such varied subjects as gay rodeo, the Latino obsession with Morrissey and high-end Hollywood weddings. 
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