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TEXAS RANCH HOUSE

Texas Ranch House premieres Monday, May 1 at 8 p.m. (ET) on PBS (check local listings).  Below is a list of facts about 19th-century ranch life in Texas. 

· Most Anglo settlers who came to Texas in the early 1800s arrived with agrarian ambitions.  These settlers, observing Mexican ranches and large tracts of public grazing land, quickly recognized that cattle could thrive here with little care.  Many of the settlers learned horse and ranching techniques from Mexican vaqueros and became cowmen in their own right.
· Unbranded cattle are known as “mavericks.” Legend has it that the herd of a ranch owner named Sam Maverick multiplied and became feral while he was away from his ranch for long periods.  When locals saw a wild, unbranded cow, they’d say, “that’s one of Maverick’s.” The name stuck and today applies to any unbranded cattle.
· Barbed wire fencing wasn’t introduced until the 1870s, leaving millions of maverick cattle free to roam across Texas.
· “Vaquero,” a Spanish word for cowboy, was eventually anglicized into “buckaroo.”
· During the 1840s and 1850s, ranches were small operations that principally supplied local populations with beef.  The abundance of longhorn cattle in Texas resulted in low prices at many local markets.  In search of profits, some ambitious ranchers hired crews to drive their animals to New Orleans and California where they found considerably higher prices. 
· Not all ranch hands are paid the same.  Some cowboys earn $10 to $20 per month, but the cook’s skills and responsibilities command a higher wage; he takes in between $25 and $35 a month. 
· The nickname “buffalo soldier” for African-American soldiers began with the Cheyenne warriors in 1867.  The actual Cheyenne translation was “wild buffalo.” The nickname was given both out of respect for the fierce fighting ability of the all African-American 10th cavalry and their naturally curly hair.  
· Unlike the Hollywood image, cowboys were usually tender in age – often as young as 16.  The backbreaking work meant that most 19th-century cowhands retired in their late twenties.
· Every ranch had its own set of rules, which were usually simple and carried harsh penalties.  Gambling, drinking or fighting would result in being fired on the spot. 
· The most common form of death for cowboys was to be thrown from a horse and dragged.  
· It is estimated that African Americans made up a quarter of all cowboys.
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