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TEXAS RANCH HOUSE

The following are selected quotes from TEXAS RANCH HOUSE, premiering Monday, May 1 at 8 p.m. (ET) on PBS (check local listings): 
Mrs. Cooke (to her husband on the cowboy’s attitude towards the women)   
You men don’t comprehend how much you hurt the women on this ranch. And you hurt them in a way that as 21st-century men you would never do in your regular lives. What we’ve gone through, what we’ve put up with – having to spend all waking moments worrying about the manhood of every man on this ranch, and their honor, as if we have none. I’m raising three daughters. I’m not raising them to feel pathetic about themselves.

Jared (on the cowboy spirit)  
You know the word they call it out here?  The call it “try.”  I have the try to make it all the way, so I will do my best.

Shaun (washing up in anticipation of the family’s arrival) 
Most of us are hoping there’s going to be some ladies.  I’m expecting a middle-aged guy, his wife, and a couple of kids – probably younger than everyone’s been dreaming about, but I don’t really know.  Regardless, I’m just going to give myself a little tune-up here, to be on the safe side, in case there are any young ladies.  
Mrs. Cooke

I have a feeling that my challenge will be not to be perceived as the tyrant.

Lacey 

The women on this ranch feel very disrespected and very belittled and demeaned by some of the guys.  So instead of calling it “Texas Ranch House,” I’m calling it “sexist ranch house,” because that’s how everyone seems to view it – at least in my house.

Robby (on bunkhouse life)  
One of the best parts is sitting out there, talking about things that happened, good things and bad things, joking around and getting to practice guitar.  

Maura 
I believe that’s my bedroom – in the kitchen, by the hearth – and I think that it will really help me embrace my role as the “girl of all work,” which I understand is the lowest member of the ranch community, second only to Howie the dog.
Stan (on his relationship to the cowboys) 
I’m not concerned about being liked or disliked.  If I came out of this deal and all those guys said that, you know, “Stan Johnston was fair,” that’s all I would ask.  And I wouldn’t care if they sent me a Christmas card or not as long as they thought I was fair in what I did.  

Vienna  
My dad is in the worst position of all of us, I think.  I think he’s having the hardest time, because we all look to him to make the decisions and to get things done and it’s just so much pressure.  I mean, he’s really doing the best he can and I think he’s doing a really good job.  I think it’s been a learning experience for him.

Robby (after a successful cow hunt)  
Gentlemen, that’s why God sent cowboys down here.

Lacey

My mom loves being out here.  She would have loved to have been born in this era, I can tell, because she’s so passionate about family history.  I don’t share that passion, unfortunately.  I think it’s hard for her that me and my sisters don’t embrace this lifestyle as much as she does.

Maura (on the cowboys’ adjustment to 1867) 
What’s also interesting is that all of the guys come from different places and different experiences and they all, inherently, are sexist bastards, every single one of them.  And they all love it.  And they embrace it.  And it took them five minutes to put on that jacket.
Mrs. Cooke

My guess is that women in 1867 are probably a lot like the women that you find on our ranch right now.  I think all of us share some commonality in that we’re kind of go-getters and we’re interested in that adventure.  
Jared 

We met the ranch family, and basically, they don’t look like they know much about ranching.  But then again I don’t look like I know much about disco dancing, but I’m really quite good at it.

Mrs. Cooke (on relations between the ranch house and the bunkhouse) 
There’s always this underlying threat of mutiny.  “If Mrs. Cooke gets involved,” mutiny.  “If Maura rides,” mutiny.  “If Mr. Cooke has to come over and get in our face,” mutiny.  “If you fire one more person,” mutiny.  Well, I say, play their hand.  
Mr. Cooke 

I certainly don’t want to be perceived as somebody who’s here as a puppet, and I’m not.  My input is valued by my wife and her input is valued by me.  We can make better decisions together than we can independently.  That’s how we’ve always viewed things in our marriage, that’s why we’ve lasted for more than 20 years.  
. . . . . . . .
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