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[bookmark: _GoBack]PBS BRINGS SECOND SEASON OF THE BLETCHLEY CIRCLE TO THE U.S. ON SUNDAY, APRIL 13
 
– British Murder Mystery Returns to Sunday Night Drama Lineup –
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	Shown from L-R: Hattie Morahan, Sophie Rundle, Anna Maxwell Martin, Rachael Stirling, Julie Graham (©Content Television)


PASADENA, CA: JANUARY 20, 2014 – THE BLETCHLEY CIRCLE returns to PBS with a four-part second season on Sunday, April 13, 2014 at 10:00-11:00 p.m. A production of World Productions (United, “Line of Duty”) and distributed worldwide by Content Television, the series premiered in the U.S. to critical acclaim in April 2013. The second season will top off an evening of destination drama on Sunday nights on PBS, including season three of CALL THE MIDWIFE at 8:00 p.m. and season two of MASTERPIECE “Mr. Selfridge” at 9:00 p.m., both premiering on March 30, 2014.

“THE BLETCHLEY CIRCLE is a smart, fascinating program and we are thrilled to bring it to PBS for second season,” said Beth Hoppe, Chief Programming Executive and General Manager, General Audience Programming, PBS. “Our viewers’ reaction to the show has been fabulous, and we are pleased to include it in our growing Sunday night drama line-up.”

Hoppe also explained that Sunday viewership increased by 26 percent (Sunday night ratings increase compared from Sept. 2011-Sept 2012 to Sept. 2012-Sept 2013) since PBS has created a lineup of British drama and history programs — such as CALL THE MIDWIFE and SECRETS OF HIGHCLERE CASTLE — that complement its flagship drama series, MASTERPIECE, during the 2012-2013 season.

Premiering on April 13 and 20, “Blood on Their Hands” opens with former Bletchley Park girl Alice Merren in prison awaiting trial for murder. Jean stands behind her innocence and tries to reunite the circle in an attempt to help one of their own. Lucy is now getting on well in a clerical job at Scotland Yard and keeping her head down, and Millie is working as a German translator. Susan is reluctant to get involved after her experience with the twisted serial killer Malcolm Crowley and the danger it posed to her family. 

Premiering April 27 and May 4, “Uncustomed Goods” finds Millie branching out into what she believes to be a harmless sideline of dealing in unaccustomed goods. This endeavor leads to her being kidnapped and held in a seedy hotel by some gangsters. On discovering this, Alice goes to Jean and Lucy to help. The girls start to investigate in order to save their friend and, as they do so, uncover a much darker, hidden world of crime.

Executive producer Jake Lushington said, “THE BLETCHLEY CIRCLE shows the unrealized potential of brilliant women who use their intuition to help others in an era when they were expected to limit themselves to being homemakers. Making the series was a great experience for all of us involved, and we are thrilled that we can share it with viewers in the U.S. for another season.”

Distributed worldwide by Content Television, Season 2 of THE BLETCHLEY CIRCLE is created and written by Guy Burt (“Kingdom,” “The Borgias”) produced by Trevor Hopkins (“Strike Back” “Kidnap and Ransom”) and executive produced by Jake Lushington (“The Devil’s Whore,” “Mysterious Creatures”). “Blood on Their Hands” is directed by Jamie Payne (“The White Queen” “Doctor Who”) and “Uncustomed Goods” is directed by Sarah Harding (“Queer as Folk” “Pollyanna”).

About PBS
PBS, with its over 350 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content. Each month, PBS reaches nearly 120 million people through television and over 29 million people online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. PBS’ premier children’s TV programming and its website, pbskids.org, are parents’ and teachers’ most trusted partners in inspiring and nurturing curiosity and love of learning in children. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the Internet, or by following PBS on Twitter, Facebook or through our apps for mobile devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS PressRoom on Twitter.

– PBS –
CONTACTS:
Sara Levin, Alyssa Winters, Missy Krowne, DKC Public Relations, 212-685-4300; bletchleycircle@dkcnews.com
Carrie Johnson, PBS, 703-739-5129; cjohnson@pbs.org

For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom.
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