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PBS’ THE BOMB Explores the Invention of the Atomic Bomb and 
How the Nuclear Age Changed the World 
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ARLINGTON, VA; May 21, 2015 – PBS’ new special THE BOMB tells the story of the most powerful and destructive device ever invented. Premiering on PBS Tuesday, July 28, 2015, 8:00-10:00 p.m. ET (check local listings) in commemoration of the 70th anniversary of the detonation of the atomic bomb, the show highlights how humans harnessed this incredible power and what challenges we have faced living with it for 70 years. THE BOMB features newly restored footage of nuclear weaponry, some of which has been declassified only recently by the Department of Defense.

THE BOMB takes viewers behind the scenes of the first atomic bomb, revealing how it was developed and how it changed the planet, ushering in a new era and reshaping our lives even today. Rare footage from bomb tests through the 1950s and 60s demonstrates the power and strangely compelling beauty of nuclear explosions. The film focuses on the choices society has made — and continues to make — to live with an invention that could destroy the planet.

Included are interviews with Richard Rhodes, foremost atomic bomb historian, former Secretaries of Defense and State William Perry and George Shultz, respectively, scientists, weapons designers, pilots, witnesses and ordinary men and women who have lived and worked with the atomic bomb.

“The arc of this story is filled with fascinating breakthroughs, agonizing human dilemmas, and unintended consequences,” said Bill Margol, Senior Director of Programming and Development for PBS. “THE BOMB provides a comprehensive look at the nuclear age and offers a chance for current generations to understand the indelible impact this discovery and invention had, and continues to have, on all of us.”

THE BOMB is written and directed by Rushmore DeNooyer. Executive producer is Kirk Wolfinger. A Lone Wolf Media production for PBS.

[bookmark: _GoBack]PBS continues to offer timely, relevant programs that look at history and the human experience. Along with THE BOMB, PBS presents URANIUM – TWISTING THE DRAGON’S TAIL on July 28 and July 29 at 10:00 p.m. ET, an epic adventure with physicist and YouTube sensation Dr. Derek Muller to find the most desired and hated rock on Earth. Additionally, NOVA “Nuclear Meltdown Disaster”, which airs on July 29 at 9:00 p.m. ET, pays homage to the brave workers who stayed behind as an earthquake and tsunami crippled the nuclear power plant in one of history’s worst nuclear accidents.

About PBS 
PBS, with over 350 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content. Each month, PBS reaches more than 103 million people through television and over 33 million people online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. PBS’ premier children’s TV programming and its website, pbskids.org, are parents’ and teachers’ most trusted partners in inspiring and nurturing curiosity and love of learning in children. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the Internet, or by following PBS on Twitter, Facebook or through our apps for mobile devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS Pressroom on Twitter.
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For additional information, photos, interviews and more, contact Goodman Media or PBS:

Meghan Newton							Lara Davidson
Goodman Media International for PBS				PBS
212-576-2700								703-739-5115 
PBSProgramming@goodmanmedia.com				ldavidson@pbs.org 
				 

For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom.
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