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THE BRAIN WITH DAVID EAGLEMAN TO PREMIERE WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 14, 2015, ON PBS 

— Six-part Exploration Into the Inner Cosmos Airs as Part of 
PBS “Think Wednesday” Lineup —
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Dr. David Eagleman. Credit: ©Blink Films 



BEVERLY HILLS, CA; August 2, 2015 -- THE BRAIN WITH DAVID EAGLEMAN, hosted by Dr. David Eagleman, neuroscientist, New York Times best-selling author and a Guggenheim Fellow, reveals the true story of how our brains create the rich and beautiful world around us by blending scientific truth with innovative visual effects and compelling personal stories. The six-part series exposes the inner workings of the brain and takes viewers on a visually spectacular journey into why they feel and think the things they do. THE BRAIN will air on Wednesday nights at 10 p.m. ET, beginning, October 14 through November 18, as part of the PBS “Think Wednesday” lineup of science and nature programming. 

With hardly a brain scanner or a white coat in sight, THE BRAIN focuses on understanding the fundamental truths of what it means to be human today and in the coming centuries. 

Dr. Eagleman’s exciting multi-disciplinary approach has generated respect — and fans — across the world. In The Brain, he takes viewers on a fascinating journey through our neural universe, asking profound questions like “What is reality?” and “Who is in control?” He also looks at the darker side of human behavior, and reveals that the modern study of the brain offers us special insight into why we can commit terrible acts of group on group violence, even genocide. 

“It is very easy to take many of the things we perceive through our five senses for granted, and yet through David’s work, we now understand that there’s more going on than what we are consciously aware of,” said Bill Gardner, VP of Programming and Development for PBS. “THE BRAIN WITH DAVID EAGLEMAN is a highly thought-provoking, eye-opening series that will leave you questioning everything you thought you knew. After watching, you won’t be able look at your world in quite the same way again.”

“The brain is one of the body’s most complex organs, and also one of the most fascinating,” said Beth Hoppe, Chief Programming Executive and General Manager of General Audience Programming for PBS. “Beyond simply looking at how the brain works, David takes a broader view and shows us how our brains make us who we are as individuals and as a species. We are thrilled to have this spectacular program and David’s unique vision included in our ‘Think Wednesday’ lineup.”   

Following are descriptions of the six episodes featured in THE BRAIN:

· What Is Reality? – Dr. David Eagleman takes viewers on an extraordinary journey, exploring how the brain, locked in silence and darkness, without any direct access to the outside world, conjures up the rich and beautiful world we all take for granted. 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]What Makes Me? – Explore how we are our brain, how our personality, emotions and memories are encoded as neural activity. The process of becoming someone continues throughout our life, , and as we e change our brain, our brain changes us.

· Who Is in Control? – Dr. Eagleman explores the unconscious brain, and reveals that everything from our movements, to our decisions, to our behavior is largely controlled and orchestrated by an invisible world of unconscious neural activity.

· How Do I Decide? – Learn how the brain navigates the tens of thousands of conscious decisions we make every day and the many more decisions we make unconsciously about everything from whom we find attractive to what we perceive.

· Why Do I Need You? – See how the brain relies on other brains to thrive and survive. This neural interdependence underpins our need to group together — and our capacity to do the best and the worst of things to each other.

· Who Will We Be?  – Join Dr. Eagleman as he journeys into the future, and asks what’s next for the human brain, and for our species. He speculates that our descendants may be so different from us that we’ll be strangers to them. 

THE BRAIN WITH DAVID EAGLEMAN is part of PBS’ “Think Wednesday” programming lineup of television’s best science, nature and technology programming that includes the acclaimed series NATURE and NOVA, the highest-rated nature and science series on television, coupled with new special programming at 10 p.m. Wednesday nights on PBS offer new perspectives on life in the universe and keep viewers both curious and wanting more. 

Digital resources, including interactives and video clips for THE BRAIN, will be available to support classroom instruction through PBS LearningMedia, a free media-on-demand service for educators and students. PBS LearningMedia includes more than 100,000 classroom-ready, curriculum based digital resources, including videos and interactives, audio, documents and in-depth lesson plans. For more information please visit www.pbslearningmedia.org.

The “Think Wednesday” programming lineup is part of PBS’ strategy to provide content from PBS and member stations across a variety of platforms. The remarkable pipeline of science and nature programs for 2015 and beyond can be found on PBS station-branded digital platforms, including Roku, AppleTV, Amazon Fire TV and XBox 360; via services including iTunes, Netflix and Amazon Instant Video; the PBS apps for iOS and Android devices; as well as on PBS.org and PBS member station websites. For more information, visit pbs.org/anywhere.

THE BRAIN WITH DAVID EAGLEMAN is one of PBS’ robust fall science programs. Also airing this fall: BIG BLUE LIVE, a live-as-it-happens look at the amazing sea life returning to California's Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary; GORONGOSA PARK, an in-depth look at the revival of Mozambique’s national park after years of civil war in that country; NOVA “Making North America” and EARTH’S NATURAL WONDERS, explorations of the natural history of the U.S. and the globe. 

THE BRAIN WITH DAVID EAGLEMAN is produced by Blink Films. The series is executive produced by Justine Kershaw and Dr. David Eagleman.

Funding for THE BRAIN WITH DAVID EAGLEMAN has been provided by Cancer Treatment Centers of America, The Corporation for Public Broadcasting and public television viewers. The CPB/PBS Program Challenge Fund supports high-impact content that engages viewers and new audiences of all demographics.

About Dr. David Eagleman
David Eagleman is a neuroscientist and a New York Times best-selling author. He directs the Laboratory for Perception and Action at the Baylor College of Medicine, where he also directs the Initiative on Neuroscience and Law. He is best known for his work on time perception, synesthesia and neurolaw. At night, he writes. His work of fiction, SUM, is an international best-seller published in 27 languages; Why the Net Matters examines what the advent of the internet means on the timescale of civilizations; Wednesday Is Indigo Blue explores the neurological condition of synesthesia, in which the senses are blended. His most recent book, the New York Times best-seller Incognito: The Secret Lives of the Brain, explores the neuroscience “under the hood” of the conscious mind — in other words, all the aspects of neural function to which we have no awareness or access. 

About Blink Films
Blink Films is a BAFTA Award-winning production company set up by Dan Chambers and Justine Kershaw. Since 2007, Blink has made more than 200 hours of television — from factual to formats, documentaries, entertainment, drama-doc and comedy — all noted for their intelligence, warmth and creativity. Blink relishes the creative challenge of telling the “untellable,” whether it’s visualizing the extraordinary story of reproduction by scaling sperm up to human size or exploring the sensitive subject of death through a ground-breaking science experiment. Blink exudes a passion for making stand-out television, from one-off feature length documentaries to each individual episode of a 10-part series, and the programs rely on strong relationships with all contributors. Blink has co-production deals with broadcasters in the UK, US, Canada, Australia and France with programs that have sold to over 50 countries around the world.

About CPB
The Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB), a private, nonprofit corporation created by Congress in 1967, is the steward of the federal government’s investment in public broadcasting. It helps support the operations of more than 1,400 locally-owned and -operated public television and radio stations nationwide, and is the largest single source of funding for research, technology and program development for public radio, television and related online services.

About PBS 
PBS, with its over 350 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content. Each month, PBS reaches nearly 109 million people through television and over 28 million people online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. PBS’ premier children’s TV programming and its website, pbskids.org, are parents’ and teachers’ most trusted partners in inspiring and nurturing curiosity and love of learning in children. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the Internet, or by following PBS on Twitter, Facebook or through our apps for mobile devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS PressRoom on Twitter.

– PBS –

For additional information, photos, interviews and more, contact DKC Public Relations or PBS:

Carrie Johnson, PBS: 703-739-5129; cjohnson@pbs.org

Brian Moriarty, DKC Public Relations: 212-685-4300; BrainDKC@DKCNews.com 

For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom.
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