INDEPENDENT LENS “The Day My God Died”

Major on-air participants, in order of appearance:

Meena - Trafficking survivor from Nepal.

Anita - Trafficking survivor rescued by Maiti Nepal. Anita now works the border crossing between Nepal and India for Maiti Nepal with the hope of saving other girls from being trafficked. She and her husband are living with HIV/AIDS, but are not yet eligible for medication under current guidelines.

Maili Lama - Trafficking survivor rescued by Maiti Nepal. The first Nepalese escapee to return to the Bombay brothels as an undercover rescue agent, Maili was recognized with the 2002 Reebok Human Rights Award. The financial assistance that came with the award allowed Maili to open a satellite rescue center in Bombay where she and her husband operate brothel raids. They collaborate regularly with Maiti Nepal and other organizations.

Gina - Trafficking survivor rescued by Maiti Nepal. She takes care of the children at the Maiti center in Kathmandu and continues to battle HIV/AIDS although she is now receiving medical treatment.

Jyoti - Trafficking survivor rescued by the International Justice Mission. Jyoti continues to perform hands-on brothel raids with IJM. Her child has shown no signs of HIV.

Harleen Walia - Assistant director of Sanlaap, a rescue and rehab center for young girls in Calcutta. Information on Sanlaap is available online at www.sanlaap-sa.org.

Matthew Friedman - Trafficking expert and author who now lives in Thailand where he is working to combat trafficking and the sex tourism industry.

Gary Haugen - Founder and director of the International Justice Mission. Gary and IJM continue to perform brothel raids throughout Asia and Africa and act as prosecutors against brothel owners like Mumtaz. Information on IJM can be found at www.ijm.org.

Anuradha Koirala - Founder and director of Maiti Nepal. Since the film’s completion, Maiti Nepal received a grant from Sonia Kihl Foundation in Germany to rebuild the Kathmandu center, which now houses a hospital, school and rehab center. For the first time small amounts of HIV medication are becoming available. Funds for these treatments and other operational expenses are still badly needed. In 2002, Maiti Nepal was awarded the International Children's Award in recognition of its nine year long struggle to end trafficking of Nepali women and children. More information on Maili Nepal is available at www.maitinepal.org.

Mumtaz - the notorious brothel owner is now spending her days looking out from the inside of a prison cell. Her view is identical to those that she at one time imprisoned inside the cages of her brothel.  

About the Filmmaker

ANDREW LEVINE (Director/Producer) is a two-time grant recipient from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. He has traveled the world and spent the past four years working on “The Day My God Died.” In the process, he has compiled statistics and interviews from international agencies such as Unicef, the United Nations, the Global Survival Network and the International Justice Mission; worked closely with the US/AID & the State Department; negotiated the collaboration of Congressman Jim McDermott, former Secretary Madeleine Albright and the Reebok Human Rights Foundation along with refugee camps for child castaways with AIDS.

Levine has worked in Hollywood with Norman Lear, Once Upon A Time Film Productions and at the Sundance Film Festival in Park City, Utah. In 2000, he directed and produced The Price of Youth, a ten-minute expose chronicling the slave trade between Nepal and India. The short was produced with Peter Gabriel's renowned human rights organization, Witness. The film was discovered on the web and both he and clips from the film appeared on Oprah. Levine has a film studies degree from the University of Utah. He has written screenplays and has produced and directed short independent films. He originally hails from Boston, but has resided in Utah for the past 15 years.

