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New Documentary The Definition of Insanity 
Premieres Tuesday, April 14, 2020 on PBS 

Film Follows the Miami-Dade Criminal Mental Health Project (CMHP), 
A Revolutionary Approach to Solving the Mental Health Crisis 
That Could Be a Model for the Nation

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The new documentary, The Definition of Insanity, explores the groundbreaking work of The Miami-Dade Criminal Mental Health Project (CMHP), an approach being heralded as a model for helping to solve the mental health crisis in America. 
A people-powered community-wide safety net, CMHP works through the court system to steer people with mental illness — as their legal cases hang in the balance — on a path from incarceration to recovery. Shocked by how people with mental illness were treated in Miami-Dade’s jails, Judge Steven Leifman works with a team of dedicated public servants, as well as former adversaries in the criminal justice system, to help people with mental illness navigate from lives of tragedy to possibility. Building on the story of Miami’s once-failed mental health system — a familiar national narrative of over-incarceration and brutal mistreatment — The Definition of Insanity instead reveals a humane criminal justice approach to mental illness that is orchestrated from the court outwards into the community. Produced and directed by Gabriel London, written and produced by Charlie Sadoff, and narrated by Rob Reiner, The Definition of Insanity premieres on Tuesday, April 14, 2020, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET (check local listings) on PBS, PBS.org and the PBS Video App.

With inside access to the Miami-Dade court system and the police, as well as the participation of the Public Defender’s Office and the office of the State’s Attorney, filmmakers London and Sadoff follow the ins and outs of CMHP “client” cases over 18 months, from the courtroom through community reintegration. The drama unfolds through the eyes of participants ranging from Justin, a formerly-incarcerated peer counselor who guides CMHP clients from jail through community placements, to Trevor, a young man trying to hold down a job while completing his court-supervised treatment plan. From court dates to group therapy, the film documents Miami’s community experiment for solving the mental health crisis, where incarceration becomes the last resort, and everyone from the police to prosecutors works together to support the notion that “recovery is possible.”

According to government data, in 2018, 47 million Americans experienced some form of mental illness. And a person in the midst of a mental health crisis is far more likely to encounter police than get medical help. As a result, two million people with mental illness are booked into jails each year, according to the National Alliance on Mental Illness. Miami-Dade’s program illustrates that a better way is possible, one in which all of society benefits.

Embedded in Miami-Dade’s Gerstein Courthouse, The Definition of Insanity reveals the machinations of the justice system, from staffing in judge’s chambers to the courtrooms themselves, where several CMHP clients are introduced. The film follows them through the program, which is designed to lead to a successful “graduation,” where charges are dropped and clients gain independence from the court. 

A dedicated team works together in this struggle for recovery, including judges, peer counselors and treatment providers, as well as the clients themselves. “We want people to be part of their own change,” says Leifman. ”We want to be able to give them the tools that they need so that they get the insight but they also learn that there’s a better way to live, there’s a better way to deal with their illness and you need to stay away from committing offenses.” As clients attend group therapy, seek jobs and check in with the court regularly throughout their supervision period, the documentary demonstrates the uniquely collaborative approach that fosters hope. 

Although not everyone succeeds, the program is working. Crisis Intervention Team (CIT) policing helps officers recognize and respond to people with mental health issues without first resorting to arrest, de-escalating instead of escalating conflict. Since the jail diversion program project began, shootings have dropped dramatically and the number of arrests in Miami-Dade County has fallen from 118,000 to 56,000 a year. The recidivism rate for felony and misdemeanor clients who complete the program is less than 25%, down from nearly 80% before the program. And jails are closing — saving the county $12 million a year — illustrating that the program is not only socially effective but cost-effective.  

The epidemic of mental illness in America and its connection to the criminal justice system has been central to the work of filmmakers London and Sadoff. It is also deeply personal for Norman Ornstein and his family, who created the Matthew Harris Ornstein Memorial Foundation, named for Ornstein’s son who died in 2015 following a ten-year struggle with serious mental illness. Ornstein met Judge Steven Leifman and was impressed by his work in Miami. “He was saving lives and saving money at the same time,” says Ornstein. “Although my son was not trapped in the horrors of the criminal justice system, so many people with serious mental illness are — the three largest facilities in America housing those with mental illness are the LA County Jail, the Cook County Jail and Rikers Island.” Ornstein knew filmmaker Gabriel London and had been impressed with his earlier film, The Mind of Mark DeFriest, which also explored the intersection of mental illness and criminal justice in Florida, and suggested a film on Leifman’s project.

Coincidentally, London had recently met Leifman at a panel for the earlier film. “I was completely wowed by his story of possibility in the mental health and criminal justice space, which contrasted with the tragedy of DeFriest’s prison story,” says London. “I started filming him on my cell phone as he spoke the day we met, and never shook the sense there should be a film. When Norm and his wife Judy later mentioned making a film about him, it felt right and fitting. It’s been a real privilege to work on this project, turning the grief over Matthew’s loss into purpose.”

For more information about The Definition of Insanity, visit pbs.org/definitionofinsanity. Join the conversation on social media with #DefinitionofInsanityPBS.

The Definition of Insanity is part of the Well Beings campaign to address the critical health needs of Americans through the creation of broadcast content, original digital content, and impactful local events.  The multi-year campaign is created by WETA Washington, D.C., and brings together partners from across the country, including patients, families, caregivers, teachers, medical professionals, social service agencies, private foundations, corporations and media sponsors to create awareness and resources for better health for all.  To learn more, visit WellBeings.org, or join the conversation online with #WellBeings.

[bookmark: _Hlk34311572]The Definition of Insanity is a production of Found Object, LLC, in association with WETA Washington, D.C. The film is directed and produced by Gabriel London, and produced and written by Charlie Sadoff. The film is edited by Nick Clark and narrated by Rob Reiner. The Associate Producer is Eddie Del Carmen with music by Tony Morales. Dalton Delan and John F. Wilson are the WETA Executive Producers. 

Major funding for The Definition of Insanity was provided by The Matthew Harris Ornstein Memorial Foundation. Funding was also provided by The Achelis & Bodman Foundation, Peacock Foundation, Inc., the Lynne & Andrew Redleaf Foundation, The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, The Robert P. and Arlene R. Kogod Family Foundation, Prospect Creek Foundation, the Judy and Peter Blum Kovler Foundation, the David and Laura Merage Foundation, Stanley and Margaret Jaffy, Pamela Harris, Harvey and Carol Ann Mackay, Emblem Health, Kevin Rhein and by these additional funders:  Jim and Helain Pesis, Gail Eisenstagt and Steve Machov through Minneapolis Jewish Federation, Sally Toushin, Joel and Laurie Kramer through Fidelity Charitable, Susan and Rob White, Phil and Margaret Soran, Marvin and Judie Liszt, Cara Helper and Herb Cohn, Randi Winston and Barry Wolfish, Howard and Linda Scher, Joseph Bebchuk, David and Andrea Ornstein, Marilyn Shapiro, Vic and Annette Sandler, Edward Magarian, Shelly Golden, Bonnie McGrath, Leslie Nurenberg and Barb Gurovitsch.

Throughout April and May 2020, PBS shines a light on human health with a special programming line-up featuring new specials and documentaries. THE GENE: AN INTIMATE HISTORY (Tuesdays, April 7 & 14), a two-part documentary, focuses on efforts to understand and control the fundamental building block of life. Programs will also examine health issues that are often stigmatized, such as body weight, diabetes, mental illness  and opioid addiction with NOVA “The Truth About Fat” (Wednesday, April 8), BLOOD SUGAR RISING (Wednesday, April 15), INDEPENDENT LENS “Bedlam” (Monday, April 13) and FRONTLINE “Merchants of Pain” (w.t.) (Tuesday, April 21), respectively. In addition, the line-up explores the lives of individuals affected by, as well as doctors and philanthropists committed to solving, various health crises, including BROKEN PLACES (Monday, April 6), DEFINITITION OF INSANITY (Tuesday, April 14), AMERICAN EXPERIENCE “The Man Who Tried to Feed the World” (Tuesday, April 21) and INDEPENDENT LENS “Jim Allison: Breakthrough” (Monday, April 27). Popular series ANTIQUES ROADSHOW will also unearth surprising medical artifacts, shedding light on the history of healthcare with “Treasure Fever” (Monday, April 6).

About the Filmmakers

Gabriel London (Director/Producer) began his career as a documentary filmmaker and social impact campaign director as an undergraduate at Pomona College, where he won the Albert R. Broccoli film award for his prison documentary, Turned Out. Continuing with criminal justice storytelling, in 2001 he produced and directed No Escape: Prison Rape in America, two short films that accompanied the Human Rights Watch report of the same name that were honored with a Soros Criminal Justice Award. In 2004, London went on to produce Drew Barrymore’s MTV documentary about youth voting, The Best Place to Start, and in 2008, he directed Snoop Dogg’s autobiographical streets-to-prison story, Youth Authority: California for Spike TV. In 2014, his multi-award-winning documentary, The Mind of Mark DeFriest, received wide acclaim at film festivals and went on to help reduce the subject's sentence by over 70 years, before being shown theatrically and on Showtime. 

Over ten years as a partner in the social impact creative agency, Found Object, Gabriel directed purpose-driven campaigns on issues such as veteran’s health, clean energy and climate change. His work on campaigns for Viacom — Spike’s Veterans Operation Wellness (VOW) — and New York State (Reforming the Energy Vision or “REV4NY”) combined storytelling with social activation around major policy issues of today. He now serves as the Creative Director for Apeel Sciences, a California based startup that developed a plant-based solution to help fight food waste and create a more participatory food system.  
Charlie Sadoff (Producer/Writer) began his career as an assistant editor in New York City working on the Emmy Award-winning Liquid Television and Peter Gabriel’s music video Steam (MTV Music Video Award for Best Editing). In 1994, Sadoff was hired by TNT & Cartoon Network to help launch the channels in Asia. Three years later, Sadoff joined Miramax Films as an editor and producer of feature film trailers and TV campaigns including the Oscar Winning Life is Beautiful. In 1999, Sadoff signed on as a producer with the entertainment division of the NBA and in 2000 for HBO's Inside the NFL. He was a writer, producer and editor of the ten-hour ESPN documentary The Rites of Autumn. Since then he has produced several documentaries for the NBA, ESPN and CBS as well as two documentary specials for The History Channel. In 2009, Charlie produced the feature documentary DreamRiders (Sheffield Film Festival) and the feature doc Running America. He was writer, producer and editor of Cut Poison Burn (2010 Mill Valley Festival) and co-producer of The Harvest from executive producers Eva Longoria and Academy Award winners Shine Global. In 2014 Sadoff produced The Mind of Mark DeFriest, which was picked up by Showtime after a nationwide theatrical run. In 2019 he co-produced Shine Global’s Virtually Free and is currently a director and producer for Paramount Network’s Take Action Films series. 
Sadoff has served as a judge for the Emmy Awards, has been a speaker at the Real Screen Conference, the New York Film Council and is a guest lecturer at the graduate school of journalism at Columbia University. He has won multiple Golden Trailer, Promax Gold and BDA Awards. He is a graduate of Johns Hopkins University.
Norman Ornstein is Vice President of the Matthew Harris Ornstein Memorial Foundation, http://mornstein.org, which was the catalyst for creation of the film. He is a resident scholar at the American Enterprise Institute. He is a contributing editor and writer for The Atlantic and has been an election eve analyst for CBS News and BBC News. He is also Chairman of the Board of the Campaign Legal Center. 

He served as a senior counselor to the Continuity of Government Commission and co-directed the AEI-Brookings Project on alternatives to the Independent Counsel Act. Mr. Ornstein led a working group of scholars and practitioners that helped shape the law, known as McCain-Feingold, which reformed the campaign financing system. He was elected as a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences in 2004. His many books include Intensive Care: How Congress Shapes Health Policy; The Broken Branch: How Congress Is Failing America and How to Get It Back on Track, with Tom Mann; and The New York Times bestseller, It's Even Worse Than It Looks: How the American Constitutional System Collided With the New Politics of Extremism, also with Tom Mann (2012, named Book of the Year by Ezra Klein’s Wonkblog, one of the ten best books on politics in 2012 by The New Yorker, and one of the best books of 2012 by The Washington Post. An expanded edition, retitled It’s Even Worse Than It Was, was published in 2016. His latest book, with EJ Dionne and Tom Mann, One Nation After Trump: A Guide for the Perplexed, the Disillusioned, the Desperate and the Not-Yet-Deported (2017) was immediately on The New York Times and Washington Post bestseller lists. Ornstein has a BA from the University of Minnesota and an MA and PhD from the University of Michigan. He received an honorary Doctor of Laws degree from his alma mater in 2007. Ornstein was spotlighted as one of 2012’s 100 Top Global Thinkers by Foreign Policy Magazine.

About WETA
WETA Washington, D.C., is the second-largest producing station of new content for public television in the United States and the flagship public broadcasting station in the nation’s capital, with four digital television channels, the nation’s most-listened to classical music radio service, and extensive digital educational content. WETA productions and co-productions include PBS NEWSHOUR, WASHINGTON WEEK, THE KENNEDY CENTER MARK TWAIN PRIZE, THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS GERSHWIN PRIZE FOR POPULAR SONG; documentaries by filmmaker Ken Burns, including CANCER: THE EMPEROR OF ALL MALADIES, THE CIVIL WAR, BASEBALL, THE VIETNAM WAR and COUNTRY MUSIC; and productions by Dr. Henry Louis Gates, Jr., including FINDING YOUR ROOTS WITH HENRY LOUIS GATES, JR. and RECONSTRUCTION: AMERICA AFTER THE CIVIL WAR.  Sharon Percy Rockefeller is president and CEO of WETA. More information on WETA and its programs and services is available at www.weta.org.
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