THE GULF COAST: ROAD TO RENEWAL 

(A NIGHTLY BUSINESS REPORT SPECIAL)
In the many months since Hurricane Katrina struck New Orleans and the Gulf Coast, the region is hardly back to normal. Fewer than half of New Orleans residents have returned since the storm, and nearly 10 percent of Mississippi residents remain unemployed — more than double the national average. There are some hopeful signs, however. Rebuilding plans are starting to take shape, and federal funds are beginning to flow to affected areas.

What is the status of rebuilding efforts? As individuals struggle to piece their lives back together, are they getting the help that they need? And how will the Gulf Coast that emerges from the damage compare with the one that existed before Katrina? THE GULF COAST: ROAD TO RENEWAL (A NIGHTLY BUISNESS REPORT SPECIAL) looks at these issues, which have major implications not just for the region, but for the nation as a whole. The program airs on PBS Monday, April 10, 2006, 10:00 pm-11:00 p.m. ET (check local listings).
In addition, THE GULF COAST: ROAD TO RENEWAL
· profiles courageous individuals who witnessed the complete destruction of everything that they owned, but are determined to restore their lives and communities;

· looks at what has happened to some former residents who left New Orleans, as well as some of those who have returned to the city;

· examines the prospects for an economic comeback in Mississippi, now that its coastal casinos are largely up and running again;

· takes a historical look at the fates of other American cities that sustained major damage from past hurricanes;
· considers the prospects for a revival of the cultural, educational and religious institutions that gave the Gulf Coast its special character.  

NIGHTLY BUISNESS REPORT co-anchor Susie Gharib hosts the special, which also features on-scene reports from NBR correspondents. 

Created in 1979, NIGHTLY BUISNESS REPORT is television’s longest-running daily business news program on broadcast or cable. The series won a 2005 Business and Financial Reporting Emmy — Outstanding Extended Coverage of a Business Story for “China’s Emergence as an International Economic Power.” 
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