[image: ] 

	
	
	



Press Contacts: 
Chelsey Saatkamp, The WNET Group, csaatkamp@wnet.org 
Gabrielle Torello, Grand Communications, gab@grandcommunications.com 

Press materials: pbs.org/pressroom or thirteen.org/pressroom


New PBS Documentary The Last Twins Chronicles the Gripping Portrait of an Unsung Hero Who Defied the Nazis, Narrated by Liev Schrieber

Available to stream Monday, April 13 on pbs.org and the PBS App, with broadcast premiere on Monday, June 15 at 10/9c 

NEW YORK (March 19, 2026) – Discover the story of Erno “Zvi” Spiegel, an unsung hero of the Holocaust who risked everything to protect some of the most vulnerable in Auschwitz—dozens of young boys, many of them twins, targeted by Dr. Josef Mengele for brutal pseudo medical experimentation. Through courage, compassion, and ingenuity, Spiegel shielded these young children from death and unimaginable harm. When liberation came, he didn’t stop—he led the boys across war-torn Europe on a harrowing journey towards their homes. Witness Speigel’s story in The Last Twins, premiering on Monday, June 15 at 10/9c on PBS (check local listings). The documentary will be available to stream ahead of the broadcast premiere beginning Monday, April 13 on PBS.org, the PBS YouTube channel and the PBS App in honor of Yom HaShoah, Holocaust Remembrance Day. 

Through first-hand testimony and exclusive archival material, The Last Twins brings to life the voices of the boys who survived because of Spiegel’s defiance. His acts of humanity didn’t just save lives—they created a legacy. Today, the children he protected have families of their own, with descendants who are researchers, advocates, lawyers, and musicians, living all over the world.

“Erno Spiegel’s story reminds us that even in the darkest places, there are people who choose to act with courage and compassion,” said co-director Perri Peltz. “The Last Twins is a tribute to one man’s quiet defiance and the children whose lives and legacies he helped preserve.”

“We are at a critical point in history—a moment when memories of the Holocaust are fading, and the resurgent tide of antisemitism and bigotry now coursing through our world makes remembering more imperative than ever,” added co-director Matthew O’Neill. “As the number of firsthand accounts dwindles, there’s an urgency to illuminate one of humanity’s greatest atrocities with Erno’s story of hope, heroism and humanity."

“This story belongs to more than one person,” explains Executive Producer Judith Richter. “It belongs to the legacy of Holocaust survivors. My father may be its hero, but its deeper question is for all of us, especially today: who are we, and what do we choose to do with our humanity?”
  
The Last Twins is a Downtown Community Television Center production for Zuli Productions, in association with The WNET Group. The documentary is directed and produced by Emmy Award-winning directors Perri Peltz and Matthew O’Neill, narrated by Tony Award-winning actor Liev Schreiber, and executive produced by Spiegel’s daughter, Dr. Judith Richter, as part of her lifelong effort to preserve his story and ensure her father’s legacy. For The WNET Group: Benjamin Phelps is senior supervising producer and Stephen Segaller is executive in charge. 

[bookmark: _Hlk135830897]Funding for the PBS presentation of The Last Twins was provided in part by the Sylvia A. and Simon B. Poyta Programming Endowment to Fight Antisemitism.
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About DCTV
Founded in 1972, Downtown Community Television Center, Inc. (DCTV) has grown into one of the leading documentary production and film education centers in the country. A community of and for documentary filmmakers, DCTV is a unique space where community screenings, master classes, youth education programs and affordable production resources all exist side by side with award-winning documentary work. DCTV’s film and television productions have been recognized with two Academy Award Nominations, 18 National Emmy Awards, four duPont-Columbia Awards, a Peabody Award, 6 New York Emmy Awards and accolades at film festivals and competitions around the world. Recent work includes Surveilled (HBO), the news and documentary series Axios on HBO (HBO), the Oscar shortlisted Shut up and Paint (PBS) about the artist Titus Kaphar, the six-part documentary series On Pointe (Disney+) about the NYC Ballet, the decades-spanning Cuba and the Cameraman (Netflix), Life on Parole (PBS - FRONTLINE), Alternate Endings: Six New Ways to Die in America (HBO), Finding the Way Home (HBO), and the documentary series 15: A Quinceañera Story (HBO). In 2022, DCTV opened a new documentary-only cinema FIREHOUSE in its landmark firehouse home in Manhattan’s Chinatown.


About The WNET Group 
The WNET Group creates inspiring media content and meaningful experiences for diverse audiences nationwide. It is the community-supported home of New York’s THIRTEEN – America’s flagship PBS station – WLIW, THIRTEEN PBSKids, WLIW World and Create; NJ PBS, New Jersey’s statewide public television network; Long Island’s only NPR station WLIW-FM; ALL ARTS, the arts and culture media provider; newsroom NJ Spotlight News; and FAST channel PBS Nature. Through these channels and streaming platforms, The WNET Group brings arts, culture, education, news, documentary, entertainment, and DIY programming to more than five million viewers each month. The WNET Group’s award-winning productions include signature PBS series Nature, Great Performances, American Masters, and Amanpour and Company and trusted local news programs like NJ Spotlight News with Briana Vannozzi. Inspiring curiosity and nurturing dreams, The WNET Group’s award-winning Kids’ Media and Education team produces the PBS KIDS series Cyberchase, interactive Mission US history games, and resources for families, teachers and caregivers. A leading nonprofit public media producer for more than 60 years, The WNET Group presents and distributes content that fosters lifelong learning, including initiatives addressing poverty, jobs, economic opportunity, social justice, understanding, and the environment. Through Passport, station members can stream new and archival programming anytime, anywhere. The WNET Group represents the best in public media. Join us. 
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