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“Death and Deathability: A Period Piece”

Maria Victoria Ponce (Writer/Director/Producer), originally from Michoacán, Mexico, is a San Francisco Bay Area film director and writer who grew up in Richmond, California. She appreciates the complexity in the routine lives within poor and working-class neighborhoods, and themes of sexuality and coming-of-age tend to recur in her work. Ponce is a Cine Qua Non Lab fellow, NALIP Latino Media Market fellow, a Latino Screenwriting Project fellow and an artist resident at SFFILM FilmHouse 2018 and 2019. She was also selected as one of five finalists for Tribeca/AT&T Untold Stories 2019. Her current script in development, Washing Elena, is on the Black List’s inaugural Latinx List, a curated collection of the most promising scripts about the Latino experience. Washing Elena was selected to participate in Film Independent’s Fast Track and was awarded the SFFILM Rainin Grant in development. Ponce served on SFFILM’s Time Warner Diversity committee.

Ponce’s short film Ruda was an official selection of Women In Film Shorts Night 2021, Morelia International Film Festival (FICM), Urbanworld, Femme Frontera, Native Crossroads Film Festival, Boston International Latino Film Festival, CineFestival San Antonio, San Francisco Latino Film Festival and Seattle Latino Film Festival.

Sofia Cortez and Vincent Cortez (Producers) create narrative films that amplify the experiences of diverse characters. A Latino filmmaking duo from Oakland, California, they are passionate about storytelling and community. Their initial collaborations were short film projects that they made together in college. As the scope of their work grew and they honed their skills, Vincent and Sofia formed their production company, Mitchell Street Pictures, and ventured into feature films, documentary projects and corporate and commercial content. Their films have been screened at festivals, won awards and critical acclaim, and have been shown on television and in theaters. When they are not making films, they are exploring the Bay Area with their amazing kids. 
“Folk Frontera”

Sam Osborn (Director/Producer) is a writer and filmmaker of Mexican-American descent. His debut feature-length documentary, Universe, about Wallace Roney, the only protege of Miles Davis, was awarded Best Music Documentary by the International Documentary Association in 2020. His short works include Varsity Oro for Pop-Up Magazine, Night Shift for Topic, Language Keepers, a hybrid documentary project meant to help sustain the endangered Athabaskan language of Gwich’in, and Eating, a 10-episode docuseries for Topic Studios. He is a 2020 Logan Nonfiction Fellow and a 2020 Film Independent Docuseries Fellow. Currently he is working with Alejandra Vasquez on a feature-length documentary about competitive high school mariachi.

Alejandra Vasquez (Director/Producer) is a Mexican-American filmmaker and producer. Raised in rural West Texas, Alex is at work on a film about her hometown with support from the International Women’s Media Foundation and Latino Public Broadcasting. Most recently, she co-directed Varsity Oro for Pop-Up Magazine and produced two docuseries for Topic Studios, Night Shift and Eating. She was on the producing teams for the award-winning features Matangi/Maya/M.I.A. (2018) and Us Kids (2020). She’s a 2020 Film Independent Fellow and a 2020 Logan Nonfiction Fellow. 
“The Blue Cape”

Alejandra López (Writer/Director/Producer), originally from Puerto Rico, is now based in Los Angeles. “The Blue Cape” has screened at Oscar® qualifying Palm Springs International Short Film Festival, Uppsala International Short Film Festival, Guadalajara International Film Festival, Aspen Shortfest, among others, and was acknowledged with an Honorable Mention in the category for Best Live Action at Cleveland International Film Festival. She was the grand prize winner of Voces Nuevas, a Cine Sony and NALIP Short Film Contest. Alejandra was most recently a staff writer on the third season of Sony Crackle/Amazon's original series Startup.

“La Tienda”

Karina Lomelin Ripper (Director/Producer) is a ﬁrst-generation Mexican-American director based in Portland, Oregon. Her ﬁlms often explore bicultural points of view with a hint of magical realism and atmosphere. In 2018, she directed the music video for Reyna Tropical’s Niña, which was selected for the Newport Beach Film Festival. She has an extensive background in associate producing on documentary productions for National Geographic WILD and The Discovery Channel, as well as on feature docs for HBO and A&E Films.

Jessica Daugherty (Producer) is an award-winning producer of documentary, non-ﬁction and experimental ﬁlm, video, television and podcasts and co-founder of the production studio, Shrine13, in Portland, Oregon. Many of her ﬁlm projects focus on art as a revolutionary tool including Billy Joel: A Matter of Trust – The Bridge to Russia (Showtime, 2013) and Free to Rock (public television, ARTE, Sky Arts UK), both directed by Jim Brown, and Thank You for Supporting the Arts, directed by Alexander Jones and Carolann Stoney.

“Dear Queer Dancer”

Sarah Taborga (Director/Producer) is a queer Bolivian American and San Francisco Bay Area native whose work focuses on expanding definitions of human rights and inspiring cultural possibility. Sarah also advocates for LGBTQ+ wellness, community and liberation through dance. 

Her original love for photography pushed her to explore a career in moving pictures and the art of storytelling. Sarah was an apprentice at BAYCAT Studio in San Francisco in 2014 and went on to work for Netflix, Marvel and HBO as a production assistant on projects like Sense8, Ant-Man and Looking. She received her Master’s in Cinema from San Francisco State University in 2019. She has produced, directed, filmed and edited stories for numerous organizations including Advancement Project National Office, The Port of San Francisco, The Utility Reform Network, San Francisco Planning and Urban Research Association, BAYCAT, Puente Human Rights Movement, and Causa Justa/Just Cause.

Her short film Jaqui won Best Screenplay in 2017 at the Women’s Only Entertainment Festival in 2017 and was a finalist at the United Latino International Festival in 2018. Dear Queer Dancer premiered at Oakland Pride Film Festival in 2019 as well as Brixton Reel Film Festival in the UK. Dear Queer Dancer has since expanded into a platform for the queer and trans community to find themselves at the intersection of dance, healing and justice. The platform hosts virtual dance classes taught by queer and trans instructors from around the globe and is the first network for LGBTQ+ dance artists.
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