[image: ]

 

THE LATINO EXPERIENCE
Filmmaker Bios
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“Un Pequeño Corte”

Mariana Serrano (Writer/Director/Co-Producer) is an emerging writer/director based in Miami, Florida. She studied Mass Communications and Journalism at Miami Dade College and recently obtained her Bachelor’s Degree in Film, Television and Digital Production from the School of Entertainment and Design Technology. Her thesis film, Escapé, premiered at the 36th annual Miami Film Festival, where it earned an award for best actress in the CinemaSlam competition. The film was also an official selection of the Filmgate Festival (Women Directors' Month), Key West Film Festival and part of the 2020 South Florida PBS Film-Maker Project Season 3.

Mark Pulaski (Producer) is an award-winning filmmaker from North Miami, Florida. He has served many roles in the local film community, from writing and directing short films and independent projects to serving on the crew of larger projects such as Ride Along 2, Ballers, War Dogs and various commercials. Most notably, he has served as a producer for the film Huracán, which premiered at the 36th annual Miami Film Festival, and has since been acquired by HBO. His recent projects include the upcoming biopic Reefa and his latest, Ludi, the opening night film at the 38th annual Miami Film Festival. The film has gone on to screen at SXSW, RiverRun International Film Festival and the Atlanta Film Festival.

“Body and Spirit in Times of Pandemic”

Andrés Caballero (Director/Producer) is a documentary filmmaker, journalist and public radio producer. He co-directed The Interpreters, a 2020 Emmy Award-nominated documentary about Afghan and Iraqi interpreters targeted for their work with US forces, which premiered on the PBS series INDEPENDENT LENS. He also co-directed Gaucho del Norte, a feature-length documentary following immigrant sheepherders in the western deserts and mountains of the US. The film premiered on the WORLD Channel series America ReFramed in 2015. Andrés produced An Act of Worship for the “First 100 Days” series with Firelight Media/Field of Vision collaboration in 2017. He is an ITVS, MacArthur Foundation and Tribeca Film Institute grantee. He is a former Firelight Media Lab/FRONTLINE fellow, and his work has also appeared on NPR’s “Latino USA,” “Morning Edition,” StoryCorps, The Marshall Project and WNYC. He is a former NPR “Above the Fray” fellow, where he covered the civil war in the Central African Republic and filed stories from Cameroon. Andrés has a Master’s Degree from the Columbia Graduate School of Journalism, where he was later an adjunct professor of radio in the spring of 2018.

“Our Lady Lupe”

Dominique Nieves (Writer/Director/Producer) is a Nuyorican filmmaker and founder of Iron Glove Productions, which aims to empower underrepresented voices through storytelling. She created the Read Latinx Writers Initiative, pairing 190 aspiring Latinx writers with WGA writers and executives for script reads and mentorship. Nieves has directed three grant-supported films highlighting diversity in front of and behind the camera. 
Dominique has placed in the NBC and Walt Disney Television Writer fellowships. Her films and scripts have been recognized as a CINEQUEST Top 10 Finalist, two-time Official Selection to HollyShorts Film Festival, and Official Selection to HBO’s NY Latino Film Festival. Nieves has been inducted into the Chicana Director's Initiative, a network of professional Latina directors. She is an alumna of Columbia University, the University of Pennsylvania and UCB improv. 

“Pasos de Valor”

Natalia C. Bell (Writer/Director/Producer) is a Mexican-American filmmaker born in South Texas and currently based in Los Angeles. Natalia comes from a rich tradition of determined women—cancer survivors, cotton pickers who entered the medical field and divorcées who reinvented their lives—and she’s particularly drawn to characters like these who rise up. 
Pasos de Valor is inspired by her mother’s experience.

Natalia is a graduate of New York University, where she earned a BFA in Film & Television from the Tisch School of the Arts and a BS in Finance from the Stern School of Business. In 2019, Natalia was honored as a trophy presenter at the 91st Academy Awards following her participation in the AMPAS Gold Rising program. 
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