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THE LATINO EXPERIENCE
Filmmaker Bios
Episode 3: Tuesday, July 20

“Mi Fango, Mi Cerro”

Julia Mendoza Friedman (Director/Producer) is a Jewish-Puerto Rican filmmaker originally from Boston, Massachusetts. A graduate of FSU Film School, she works both as a documentary filmmaker and video producer in the progressive political space. Her film work has screened in festivals nationwide, and at the Alberto and Maria de la Cruz Gallery and on NowThis. She was a 2020 Fellow at UnionDocs Research and Development Lab for her personal essay feature film Soup: The Last of Its Kind. 

“The Daily War”

Karla Legaspy (Director/Producer) is an L.A.-based, Two-Spirit MeXicana content creator, filmmaker, actor and film programmer. She is the writer, director and producer of the short film Gold Star, winner of the Latino Public Broadcasting New Media Grant and the 2016 People’s Choice Award for the PBS Short Film Festival. Karla co- produced AdeRisa Productions feature film Bruising for Besos, a radical film about domestic violence in a lesbian community. 

Karla’s filmmaking experience ranges from production coordinator in new media projects, directing and producing music videos, and working as both line producer and producer on various films. Currently, she’s developing Marisol, a feature film, and DIX, an episodic series. DIX follows a high school rock band of queer Chicana girls and gender non-conforming youth learning to tackle being brown, queer and undocumented during a time when U.S. policies dictate their freedom and safety.

Karla has starred in films, such as Amigas with Benefits, Flor de Naranja, Roses of April, Betrayed and Pura Lengua, which premiered at the Sundance Film Festival in 2005. She is the Co-Founder and Director of Programming of the Latin@ Queer Arts and Film Festival/Cine Arte Film Festival. Karla envisions her work as the best tool for activism and her contribution to empowering her community.

Adelina Anthony (Co-Producer/Writer/Actor) is a critically acclaimed Two-Spirit, Xicana, Lesbian artist whose film works center characters/stories from LGBTQ+ Latinx, BIPOC and other marginalized communities. Along with Marisa Becerra, she is the co-founder of the award-winning indie film company AdeRisa Productions. Together they are developing a feature script, and as a company headed into its second decade of content creation, they are in the early stages of development with several feature film writers, including D'Lo, Shakina Nayfack, Sonja Perryman, Sheree L. Ross and Ernesto Javier Martínez. Adelina's award-winning short screenplays include You’re Dead to Me, Get the Life, Amigas with Benefits, Ode to Pablo and The Daily War (the majority are winners of Latino Public Broadcasting's Public Media Fund Award).  She is also a fellow of the Sundance Intensive Writers program, Film Independent’s Project Involve, an Arts Matter Foundation fellow and a three-time Imagen Award winner. In 2020 she was hired by Migrante Media to co-write and co-direct the Audible podcast series: Loops, starring Vivica A. Fox. As an actor, she was last seen on television in the recurring role of "Rocky" in Tanya Saracho's Vida (STARZ). She has been collaborating and working with Karla Legaspy for over a decade in various capacities. It brings Adelina much joy to work with a talented director who cares about similar issues. We hope the offering creates necessary dialogue.

“Cuban American Gothic”

María Teresa Rodríguez (Producer/Director) is a filmmaker whose work often explores the intersection between family, memory, history and identity. Her award-winning documentary films include the ITVS, LPB and Sundance funded Niños de la Memoria/Children of Memory (2013), which premiered on Global Voices, World Channel; Mirror Dance (2005), which premiered on INDEPENDENT LENS on PBS; Becoming American for the PBS series Unnatural Causes, produced by California Newsreel/Vital Pictures (2008); and From Here to There/ De Aquí a Allá (1998), which premiered on La Plaza on WGBH. Working with adult learners nationwide, she directed six half-hour programs on Literature and the Arts for the KET/PBS educational series GEDConnection, which premiered in 2001. María has taught workshops and facilitated community media projects with older adults, high school youth and Mexican migrant workers through her 19-year affiliation with Scribe Video Center. She is a Sundance Documentary Fellow (2011 Edit and Story Lab) and the recipient of numerous grants and fellowships, including a 2012 Fulbright Fellowship, a Pew Fellowship in the Arts and a Transformation Award from the Leeway Foundation, which recognizes the work of women artists engaged in social change. María has taught at The University of the Arts, Swarthmore College, Universidad del Valle (Cali, Colombia) and is currently on faculty at the University of Montevideo, Uruguay. 

Maggie Diaz Bofill (Co-Producer/Actor) is an actor, playwright and most recently Head Writer of Dora, The Explorer (reboot, in development). Before moving on to credits, she just wants to say how thrilled she is to finally be working with María Rodríguez, one of her closest friends, whom she met in grad school. It only took a global pandemic and 30 years to finally fulfill the dream of creating a piece together! Now on to our regular scheduled items (thank you PBS!). Maggie is a proud Founding member of LAByrinth Theater Company, member of Ensemble Studio Theater (EST), and WAW, Women Artists Writers/Dorset Theater Festival. Her New York City productions as a writer include Devil of Choice, LAByrinth Theater Co. Cherry Lane, Winners, produced in 2015 by EST (Special Drama Desk Award for season), Drawn and Quartered, INTAR Theatre (New York Times Critics Pick), Face Cream, EST One Act Marathon. She wrote the book, lyrics and music for Swipe, a musical commissioned by the Borough of Manhattan Community College. Internationally, Devil of Choice premiered at Edinburgh Fringe in 2019, as did Drawn and Quartered, which opened at London’s King's Head Theater that year. 

As an actor, Maggie Bofill has appeared in Mojada: Medea in Los Angeles, St. Louis Rep; as Nora in A Doll's House: Part Two at The Long Wharf Theater; Nylon (Dir. Knudd Adams); God Shows Up (Dir. Christopher Scott), Queen Latina (LAByrinthTheater Company) and Between Riverside and Crazy (Second Stage). Maggie is also an adjunct professor of acting at Fordham University in New York City.

“Noche Buena”

Andres Rovira (Writer/Director/Producer) is a Cuban American, Los Angeles-based ﬁlmmaker whose writing and directing work includes ﬁlms, shorts and branded content. In 2018, he wrote and directed his ﬁrst feature ﬁlm, Between the Darkness, starring Lew Temple and Danielle Harris, available on Amazon Prime. In 2019, he created and directed the ﬁrst documentary series for Forbes8, Titans on the Rocks, and created the docuseries Indie Nation, chronicling ﬁlmmakers in Ghana, South Africa and Nigeria. His scripts have placed in the 2020 Sundance Episode Fellowship (Finalist) and the 2016 Austin Film Festival (Finalist). He’s always looking for his next ﬁlmmaking adventure.

Ray Tezanos (Producer/Actor) was born in Miami, Florida. He attended college in D.C. at Georgetown University, with the aspiration of becoming a lawyer. After some beautiful soul expansion, a theater minor, and a handful of college theater productions and ﬁlms, he decided to ship oﬀ for New York City to follow his creative passion. Ray has since professionally starred as an actor in Theater (Man of La Mancha), commercials, shorts (Refugio) and feature-length films (Quest). He produced the short ﬁlm Refugio and branded content for Gibson Guitars and RnD Fitness. In addition to producing “Noche Buena,” he plays the role of Javi in the film. 
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