About the Filmmakers

Sue McLaughlin (Executive Producer/Series Creator)

Sue McLaughlin is pPresident of Pie in the Sky Productions, a documentary production company established to bring together a loose affiliation of West Coast and Pacific Island filmmakers. Sue is a Seattle-based documentary filmmaker whose other credits include producing the award-winning four-part PBS series Death: The Trip of a Lifetime, an examination of different cultures’ attitudes towards death; producing for Fire on the Rim, a PBS series about Pacific Rim cultures; serving as production consultant on PBS’ Vaudeville; and producing, directing, writing and editing numerous documentaries and pieces for KCTS (Seattle’s PBS affiliate) and for clients such as the National Institutes of Health, Scholastic Publishing and Seattle’s Wing Luke Asian Museum.

Maria Michiyo Gargiulo (Series Producer)

Maria is based out of Seattle and L.A. Her work – which includes The Year of My Japanese Cousin, a comedic post-punk rock film, and numerous cultural and public affairs documentaries and dramas – has appeared on PBS, the Discovery Channel, Fox, CBS and the film festival circuit.

Karin Williams (Senior Producer/Series Director)

An early member of Pie in the Sky and THE MEANING OF FOOD team, Karin is an L.A.-based producer with a Peabody and multiple Emmy awards for her many public affairs television projects. She directed and produced The Voyage Home, a film tracing the journey of Hawaiian voyaging canoes. Recent PBS credits include production work on Adventure Divas: New Zealand and Skin Stories, a documentary about indigenous Pacific tattoo.

Vivian Kleiman (Senior Producer/Series Director)

Based in Berkeley, Vivian served as executive producer of First Person Plural, a personal film about adoption, and as co-producer of Forgotten Fires, about black church burnings; Roam Sweet Home, a quirky look at people who live full time in RVs; and Color Adjustment, examining the portrayal of African Americans on television. She also was cinematographer on Tongues Untied, about the lives of black gay men in America. Vivian is a winner of a Peabody Award and teaches at Stanford’s Graduate Program in Documentary Film & Video Production.

Steve Kodish (Co-Producer/Production Manager)

Steve Kodish’s work on documentaries, feature films, commercials and corporate videos has earned him a CINE Golden Eagle, The Communicator Award of Excellence and three Tellys. His recent credits include work as associate producer on A Journey of Spirit, a documentary about singer, songwriter and guitarist Debbie Friedman.

Kimberlee Bassford (Producer)

Based in Honolulu, Kimberlee’s credits include the news magazine show American Journey; the PBS award-winning Heart of the Sea: Kapolioka’ehukai; and Ho’olawe: Give and Take. Kimberlee’s own film, Cheerleader, won the gold medal in the documentary category at the 2004 Student Academy Awards and a CINE Golden Eagle Award.

Shannon Gee (Producer/ Post-Production Supervisor)

Shannon is a Seattle-based producer who has worked on a variety of documentaries, including Conscience and the Constitution, about the Heart Mountain internment camp draft resisters; Smothered, exploring the censorship struggles of the Smothers Brothers Comedy Hour; and the PBS American Masters special Vaudeville.

John Mikulenka (Producer)

John got his start in documentary filmmaking as an intern on the Ken Burns/Stephen Ives series The West for PBS. Since then, he has worked on numerous other projects for commercial and public television broadcast, including Jack: The Last Kennedy for CBS Entertainment; Robberies of the Century for Discovery Channel; and Life Beyond Earth, The Next Big Thing and The Rise and Fall of Jim Crow for PBS.
