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Production Biographies 
Following are biographies of the production team responsible for THE MYSTERIOUS HUMAN HEART, a three-part series premiering Mondays, October 15th and 22nd at 9 p.m. (ET) on PBS (check local listings).  The series is a co-production of David Grubin Productions and Thirteen/WNET New York in association with WETA Washington, D.C.
For David Grubin Productions –

David Grubin, Executive Producer, is one of America’s most-honored filmmakers.  As a producer, director, writer, and cinematographer, Grubin has won every major award in his field, including three George Foster Peabody Awards, two Alfred I. duPont-Columbia University Awards, and nine Emmy Awards.  

He is also extraordinarily prolific.  As the president of David Grubin Productions, Inc., Mr. Grubin has produced more than 100 films on a broad spectrum of subjects that includes history, art, poetry, and science and medicine, many of which premiered on PBS and were created in association or co-production with Thirteen/WNET New York.  Few filmmakers in the world have explored such a broad range of topics so successfully.  
Grubin’s biographies of American Presidents for American Experience on PBS are among the most-acclaimed programs of recent years.

LBJ, his four-hour biography of Lyndon Johnson, won the duPont award among many other prizes, and was chosen as one of the best documentaries of 1992 by The New York Times, The Boston Globe, Newsday, and People magazine.  

TR: The Story of Theodore Roosevelt, his four-hour biography of Theodore Roosevelt, won two Emmys and a Christopher Award, among other honors and was called “a work of nonfiction art that simply must be seen” by the New York Daily News.

Truman, Grubin’s four-and-a-half-hour biography of the 33rd president, received a Primetime Emmy and the Writers Guild Award for best documentary script.  USA Today called it “Extraordinary...marvelously intimate and unfailingly absorbing.” 

Abraham and Mary Lincoln: A House Divided, a unique six-hour biography of one of the most star-crossed couples ever to inhabit the White House, won several key honors.  The New York Times said, “A brooding, emotional vision…the series grows richer with every hour.” 
In addition to the American Experience presidential films, Grubin has created many other remarkable
- more -

programs, including the four-hour immigration documentary Destination America, which was named the best nonfiction program of 2005 by John Leonard of New York Magazine; a two-hour exploration of the life of Robert F Kennedy, RFK, which the Newark Star Ledger says gave viewers “a rare sense of a man’s personal evolution from politician to statesman”;  Napoleon, a four-hour program which the New York Post described as “The finest TV show seen on any channel last year” and the Los Angeles Times called, “ rich…pulsating…stunning”;  and Marie Antoinette, which premiered at Versailles and earned Grubin his fourth Writers Guild Award.

Grubin’s five-part series for PBS, Healing and the Mind With Bill Moyers, won many awards, and the companion book, for which he was executive editor, rose to number one on The New York Times Best Sellers list, remaining on the list for 32 weeks. 

In 2002, PBS aired the David Grubin and Thirteen/WNET co-production The Secret Life of the Brain, a five-hour series that, according to Knight-Ridder, “studies the brain but touches the heart.”  The series marked new territory for Grubin, won an Emmy Award and prompted the suggestions for a series on cardiac health that set the stage for THE MYSTERIOUS HUMAN HEART.

A member of the executive committee of the Society of American Historians, Grubin has received a Guggenheim Fellowship, has been a Montgomery Fellow at Dartmouth College, and is the recipient of an honorary doctorate from his alma mater, Hamilton College.  He is a member of the Directors Guild and the Writers Guild, and serves on the board of directors of the Film Forum.  He is married to the artist Joan Grubin and lives in New York City.

Tania Castellanos, Producer, The Hungry Heart, developed an interest in documentary films shortly after college graduation, when she began filming local music festivals in her home state of Louisiana for the Web.  Since moving to New York, she has worked on a variety of documentaries, including Thirteen/WNET’s Innovation: Building to Extremes, a documentary that examines how the World Trade Center attacks impacted the future of building skyscrapers across the globe; Music From the Inside Out, a film that explores the meaning of music from the perspective of the musicians for The Philadelphia Orchestra; and conducted research for Imaginary Witness, a film that explores the ever-changing Hollywood depiction of Nazism and the Holocaust from the 1930s to the present.  In addition to providing research and development, she has worked as an associate producer for the PBS series History Detectives as well as writing, producing and directing several episodes of the series Skeleton Stories for Discovery Health.  She graduated from Boston University with a degree in English literature and currently resides in Brooklyn, NY.

David Murdock, Producer, The Spark of Life, has been producing and shooting documentaries for more than 15 years with David Grubin, Frontline, National Geographic Television, Hedrick Smith, The NewsHour, and Bill Moyers.  He has been nominated for two national Emmys in investigative journalism. Prior to his career as a full-time producer, Murdock helped establish the Educational Video Center in New York City, where he taught teams of inner-city teenagers how to research, shoot and edit documentaries for broadcast and national distribution. The programs he and his teams produced won numerous awards and were showcased by Barbara Walters, The Today Show, and the Whitney Museum of American Art.
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Tom Jennings, Producer, Endlessly Beating, is an award-winning independent documentary producer, writer and camera operator.  His films have been shown on PBS, HBO, National Geographic, History Channel, and Discovery.  Awards he has received include the DuPont-Columbia Silver Baton, Writers Guild Award, the Emmy Award (for David Grubin’s and Thirteen/WNET’s The Secret Life of the Brain), and the Edward R. Murrow Award.  Recently Jennings was selected as a 2007 Kaiser Family Foundation Media Fellow.  He lives in New York.

Michael Bacon, Music, has composed themes for numerous David Grubin productions including Marie Antoinette, RFK, Secret Life of The Brain, Abraham and Mary Lincoln: A House Divided,  TR: The Story of Theodore Roosevelt and Truman.  For Grubin’s LBJ he won The BMI Television Music Award and The Chicago International Film Festival Gold Plaque Award.  He was nominated for an Emmy Award for his score of Grubin’s documentary Young Dr. Freud.  

Bacon’s recent projects for PBS include Bill Moyers Journal, African American Lives and Oprah’s Roots by Kuhnhart Productions, Charles Guggenheim’s Berga: Soldiers of Another War, Ernest Shackleton’s Voyage of Endurance, Reagan, America 1900, The Wright Stuff, Carnegie, and MacArthur. 
Feature films include Loverboy, Red Betsy, King Gimp, and Losing Chase.  Included among his work for all the major TV networks, he wrote the scores for Barbara Kopple’s The Hamptons and Peter Jennings’ 26-hour series The Century, both for ABC-TV. 

Bacon won an Emmy Award for The Kennedys and an Ace Award nomination for his score The Man Who Loved Sharks.  Jerry Lee Lewis, Carlene Carter, Peter Yarrow and Claude Francois are just a few of the artists that have recorded songs written by Bacon.  
He and his brother, Kevin, perform music live as The Bacon Brothers.  They have appeared on The Tonight Show, Rosie O’Donnell, The Early Show, The View, Vibe, Prime Time Country, Conan O’Brien, Donny and Marie, The Howard Stern Show, Bravo on Broadway, and The Today Show.  Their live DVD was released in the fall of 2004 followed by their fifth CD in 2005.  

Bacon has a degree in music from Lehman College, where he studied composition and orchestration with John Corigliano.  He lives in New York City with his wife, Betsy, and son, Neil, and enjoys playing squash and ice hockey.

Blair Brown, Narrator, has narrated more than 50 documentary films, including many of David Grubin’s programs for PBS, as well as audio books.  As an actress she has appeared on Broadway in Copenhagen (Tony Award), James Joyce’s The Dead, Cabaret, The Secret Rapture, and The Threepenny Opera; and at Lincoln Center Theater she was in The Clean House and Arcadia.  Off-Broadway and regional productions in which she performed include The Tempest (McCarter Theatre), A Little Night Music (Kennedy Center), Humble Boy (MTC), Camino Real (Williamstown), My Life as a Fairy Tale (LCF), Comedy of Errors (NYSF), The Skin of Our Teeth (Old Globe), and she was in residence for seasons at Stratford-Ontario and Guthrie Theater.  Favorite films in which she has acted include Dogville, Space Cowboys, The Astronaut’s Wife, Altered States, Continental Divide, Strapless, Stealing Home, and A Flash of Green.  Brown played the title role in NBC-TV’s The Days and Nights of Molly Dodd.  Brown has also directed for stage productions, including Rosemary and I, Lovely Day and A Feminine Ending.
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For Thirteen/WNET New York –

Jared Lipworth, Executive Producer, is director, science programs, at Thirteen/WNET New York and is responsible for commissioning and executive producing all science programs produced by the station. Current projects in production or development include Secrets of the Dead VI and VII, The Human Spark, Curious, Ground War, Aftershock, and more. Recently completed projects include Warplane and Secrets of the Dead V.  
Prior to becoming executive producer and then director of science programs, Mr. Lipworth was the series producer for the department’s technology series, Innovation.  He also served as series producer for the Emmy-nominated Secrets of the Dead III and coordinating producer for many of the department’s projects, including Warrior Challenge, Secrets of the Pharaohs, the Emmy Award-winning Frontier House, Warship, Taxi Dreams, Echoes from the White House and Savage Planet.   In 2003, Mr. Lipworth was nominated for a writing Emmy for Secrets of the Dead: Mystery of the Black Death. 

Mr. Lipworth previously worked with David Grubin on The Secret Life of the Brain.  

Before arriving at Thirteen, Mr. Lipworth produced, directed and edited In the Footsteps of the Black Rhino for the BBC’s Animal Zone.  He received his master’s degree in broadcast journalism from New York University, where he won the award for academic excellence, and he earned a bachelor’s degree in business management from Cornell University.

William R Grant, Executive-in-Charge, is director of science, natural history and features programs at Thirteen/WNET New York, the flagship station of the U.S. public television system. He joined Thirteen/WNET in 1995 after 12 years at WGBH in Boston, where he was managing editor of Frontline and executive editor of Nova.  At WGBH he also served as executive producer of Living Against the Odds and Made In America? 
At Thirteen/WNET Grant is in charge of one of public television’s largest documentary production departments, which brings to national broadcast an average of 60 hours of programs a year in the areas of natural history, science, history, business, travel, and other topics. While at Thirteen/WNET he has also been executive producer of Innovation and Going Places, two PBS anthology series, and numerous miniseries, including America on Wheels, Savage Skies, Savage Earth, Savage Seas, Knife to the Heart, Stephen Hawking’s Universe, On the Trail of Mark Twain, The American President, In Search of Ancient Ireland, The Rise and Fall of Jim Crow, Slavery and the Making of America, African American Lives, and most recently, The Supreme Court. 

He has been responsible, as executive in charge of production, for Nature, one of public television’s most-watched continuing series, and the miniseries Savage Planet, Secrets of the Dead, Secrets of the Pharaohs, Warship, Africa, The 1900 House, Frontier House, Manor House, The Secret Life of the Brain, Colonial House, Texas Ranch House, and Warplane. 

Prior to joining WGBH in 1983, he spent 14 years as a reporter and editor at two of the nation’s largest daily newspapers – the Detroit Free Press and the San Francisco Chronicle, where his work won numerous awards.  In 1979-80 he was a Nieman Fellow at Harvard University.  He was inducted into the Kentucky Journalism Hall of Fame in 2001 and in 2005 was named to the University of Kentucky’s Hall 
of Distinguished Alumni. 
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Programs produced under Grant’s supervision have won 11 national News and Documentary Emmy Awards – including one for the 2005 series Slavery and the Making of America and one for the 2004 series DNA – and six George Foster Peabody Awards, including one for the 2002 series The Rise and Fall of Jim Crow.
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