THE QUEEN FAMILY: 

APPLACHIAN TRADITION & BACK PORCH MUSIC
– Ninety-Two-Year-Old Matriarch and Her Family Discuss Their Music, Their Land, Their Upbringing and the Changing World –

THE QUEEN FAMILY: APPALACHIAN TRADITION & BACK PORCH MUSIC is a unique portrait of Appalachian culture and history, examining traditional music and customs by way of the Queen family, residents of Jackson County in western North Carolina for generations. In this documentary, the iconic mountain family describes and exemplifies ways of life and traditions that are quickly passing, with original and traditional mountain music played literally on the back porch. The program airs on PBS Sunday, October 1, 2006, 10:30-11:00 p.m. ET (check local listings). 

The mountains of Appalachia are home to a folk music tradition that traces its roots to England, Scotland and Ireland. Mary Jane Queen, the daughter of a renowned banjo player, brought together the music and song traditions of two Appalachian families when she married musician Claude Queen in 1935. Ninety-two-year-old Mary Jane and her eight children continue the tradition today, singing and playing the music passed down from their ancestors, among the first Irish-Americans to settle in Jackson County. 

Matriarch Mary Jane, her children and grandchildren have come to represent mountain music, language, culture and the closeness of family and community in the Southern Highlands. The film visits the Queen family at home, presenting a rare glimpse into rural mountain life. The Queens discuss their music, their land, their upbringing and the changing world with pure Appalachian wit and wisdom.

THE QUEEN FAMILY is the latest in an acclaimed series of documentaries by North Carolina Language and Life Project (NCLLP) producer/director Neal Hutcheson and executive producer Walt Wolfram, which include Voices of North Carolina and Mountain Talk. The NCLLP is a part of the NC State University Humanities Extension, and is an umbrella organization for carrying out research and educational programs in communities in North Carolina and elsewhere.  

Underwriters: North Carolina State University CHASS Humanities Extension, the William C. Friday Endowment, the National Science Foundation, Cherokee Investment Partners. Producer: North Carolina Language and Life Project. Executive producer: Walt Wolfram. Producer/director: Neal Hutcheson. Format: CC Stereo Letterbox
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