THE STANDARD OF PERFECTION
“Show Cats”

“We [cat show competitors] are kind of crazy, yeah a little bit off … a nice off, but off.”

– Donna Isenberg

It’s no cat and mouse game when stars Nicole Kidman, Candace Bergen, Wolf Blitzer and Miss Lewinsky take the stage. It’s serious business, even for a feline with a famous name, and when the claws come out, they’re not always the cats’. Filmmaker Mark Lewis (“The Natural History of the Chicken” and “Cane Toads”) takes viewers inside the unique world of “Show Cats” in a one-hour documentary that airs as part of a two-part series under the banner THE STANDARD OF PERFECTION. Viewers follow the contestants, their owners and judges at one the most prestigious cat shows in the world — the Cat Fanciers’ Association International Cat Show in Houston. Competition for Best in Show is intense and the competitors pull out all the stops to take home the top prize, from building customized rooms for the cats to endless grooming routines. “Show Cats” introduces the world to these temperamental feline stars and their doting owners when the program airs on PBS Wednesday, April 19, 2006, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET. 

“Show Cats” features champion cats, human ownership, pride, some tears, passion, and jubilation as the owners go head to head for the cat world’s highest honor,” says filmmaker Mark Lewis, who is best-known for the critically acclaimed “The Natural History of the Chicken,” which aired on PBS in 2001.  

The “standard of perfection” is the bible that defines every possible nuance of a show animal and has become the guideline by which judges award points in these competitions. Each animal is assessed on physical perfection, taking into account aesthetics such as form, facial features, color and patterns. Temperament also matters.

“Show Cats” features interviews with ribbon-seeking cat owners including:

Betsy Gaither: She admits to being “addicted to cat shows.” During a tour of her home, Betsy reveals the “Honeymoon Suite,” a room that caters to every desire of her cats Texas Bells, Candace Bergen Coon and Wolf Blitzer. According to Gaither, her most cherished friends are her cats, and they deserve the biggest room in the house. The test to ensure that her cats are ready for competition? If the sound of the vacuum spooks the cats, they’re not ready to be the center of the audience’s and judges’ attention.  

Ken and Janelle Lawrence: This happy couple is taking Nicole Kidman, a European Burmese, to the Houston International to compete for the trophy. Nicole’s brother Russell Crowe hasn’t earned enough points to qualify, so he’ll be “purring” her on from the sidelines. “Nicole knows she’s beautiful. She knows she’s a show cat, but some cats do throw tantrums and I just don’t want that to happen with her,” says Janelle. Nicole may have the looks to win, but she’ll need to keep her feisty temper in check to impress the judges. 

Donna Hinton: She’s the mastermind behind her own seven-step grooming process for her Maine Coon cats, Lottie and Lizzie. She begins with soaking them in a degreaser used by car mechanics, then soaping them up in non-toxic dish detergent, “texturizing” shampoo and vinegar. Donna advises, “If you think you’ve rinsed enough, rinse again.”

Teresa Schroeder: Bearing an uncanny resemblance to her Himalayans, Teresa spends her time watching NASCAR, the Olympics and “The Apprentice” with her cats Miss Lewinsky, Rumor Has It and Affair To Remember. Her cats especially enjoy Donald Trump’s dismissive, “You’re fired!” Teresa thinks that naming her cats is especially important because “it says something about the cat and it says something about you and your personality.”

In “Show Cats,” the competition heats up and the claws come out — and not just those of the felines!  
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