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THE SUPREME COURT     

Outreach Release                                                                                

AMBITIOUS NATIONAL OUTREACH EFFORT EXTENDS IMPACT OF THE SUPREME COURT, A FOUR-HOUR SERIES FROM THIRTEEN/WNET NEW YORK ON THE NATION’S MOST POWERFUL TRIBUNAL, PREMIERING JANUARY 31 ON PBS 

Question:  How many of the nine sitting Supreme Court justices can you name?  Answer:  If you’re like most citizens, probably not many.  To that end, Thirteen/WNET New York is launching a multifaceted educational effort to support its landmark four-hour series on the Supreme Court.  Outreach includes a companion Web site on pbs.org, a widely distributed discussion guide, a companion book written by noted columnist and journalist Jeffrey Rosen, and a four-DVD box set.  In addition, there is an independent Web site for educators funded by New York Life Insurance Company, the sole corporate funder of the series.

            THE SUPREME COURT, an unprecedented series that explores the court’s considerable history, impact and power, premieres Wednesday, January 31 and Wednesday, February 7, 2007 at 9 p.m. (ET) on PBS (check local listings).  Actor David Strathairn (Good Night, and Good Luck) narrates.

            “This is one of the most comprehensive outreach efforts Thirteen/WNET has ever undertaken,” says Jody Sheff, THE SUPREME COURT executive producer.  “Combined with the series itself, this endeavor will go a long way toward informing and inspiring the American public.  The nation’s Supreme Court may be mysterious and intimidating to many, but when you learn how it was created and what makes it work today, it becomes a very exciting and incredibly relevant institution.”  

Companion Web Site

            A comprehensive companion Web site on pbs.org features numerous interactive elements 
-more-
as well as a Washington Post chat box and a video preview box.  A timeline highlights major dates in the creation and amending of the U.S. Constitution and in the history of the Supreme Court, focusing on landmark Supreme Court decisions and their interpretation of the Constitution, and major historical events that relate to and provide context for legal developments.

          The site also includes photos and extensive bios of many notable Supreme Court justices, as well as accessible and informative summaries of numerous landmark decisions.  Essays by leading Supreme Court expert Jeffrey Rosen tackle such topics as the court’s role within America’s three branches of government, the reach of the court’s power, the larger-than-life personalities that have shaped the court as an institution, and the intertwining evolution of historical events and American constitutional law, as defined by the court.

            An interactive slide show, The Look of Authority, explores the role that visual signs and symbols have played in creating and affirming the authority of the court.  For instance, rolling over a justice’s robe brings up an explanation of who adopted the black robe and why.  Other elements include an educators’ section, numerous interactive games, trivia feature boxes, a discussion board, and video clips from the series.  

            THE SUPREME COURT Web site is a production of Thirteen Online.  It is produced by Brian Brunius.  Anthony Chapman is executive producer and director of Thirteen Online.

Educators’ Web Site

            A second Web site for educators can be found at www.historyofsupremecourt.org.  The site, which is funded by New York Life, is independent of the series and exclusively aimed at, and created by, teachers.

            The site details the court’s beginnings and early history and explores the role of the court today.  The court’s rich history is organized thematically, with topic areas drawn from the secondary-level social studies curriculum: The Court and Gender, The Court and Young People, The Court and Basic Rights, and others.  Each of these themes is introduced by an essay from a 
-more-
recognized scholar.  The issues raised in the essays are further explored through an interactive timeline, original lesson plans and teaching strategies, images, and other useful elements.  The site’s voluminous encyclopedia feature allows students to look up virtually any important person, event or case.  

            All materials on the site were created by a national collaboration of classroom teachers, historians and legal scholars.  More than 2,700 teachers participated by suggesting materials, creating resources and reviewing the work of other teachers.  

National Educational Outreach   

            Thirteen/WNET’s national educational outreach helps viewers, teachers and students use the series as an educational tool in homes, schools, libraries, and community groups.  Professional development workshops enable educators to incorporate the series and its attendant resources into their classrooms, hold mock trials on key Supreme Court cases, and help students explore the workings of the judicial systems in their communities.  The educational outreach initiative features:

•
Online educational materials and lesson plans developed by Street Law, Inc. and Thirteen, available on pbs.org.

•  
Partnerships with PBS stations across the country to build compelling local outreach campaigns.

Discussion Guide and Highlights DVD 

            THE SUPREME COURT Discussion Guide helps young people understand the relevance of the court in their lives.  Designed to be used in formal and informal education settings, the guide includes a DVD with program highlights to enrich group activities, discussions and projects.  The guide also includes program overviews as well as lists of organizations, Web sites and publications of particular interest.  A special section for teens shows how court decisions influence daily activities and events in the lives of young people.  The guide will be used in
-more-
outreach workshops and distributed to schools and informal educational settings.  It also will appear as a PDF document on the pbs.org Web site.

Companion Book            

            The Supreme Court: The Personalities and Rivalries that Defined America is the companion book to THE SUPREME COURT series.  The book is written by Jeffrey Rosen, a George Washington University law professor and the legal affairs editor of The New Republic.  Rosen recounts the history of the court through the personal and philosophical rivalries on the bench that transformed the law and, by extension, our lives.  

            In The Supreme Court, Rosen shows that the temperament a justice brings to the bench can have as much influence on the court’s rulings as any elaborate legal ideology.  He focuses on the remarkable clashes of eight larger-than-life personalities who dominated the court, influenced its rulings and set many of the precedents and traditions the court continues to follow today.  The Supreme Court includes a revealing interview with Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. that explores how the new chief justice is attempting to change the court in significant and unexpected ways.  The book is published by Times Books, an imprint of Henry Holt and Company, and retails for $25.  

DVD Box Set

            In addition, Ambrose Video is releasing a four-DVD box set in time for broadcast.  The $79.99 box set includes numerous features to enhance the series, including historical documents, newspaper articles, maps, and assorted educational resources.  All programs are closed captioned for the hearing impaired in English and Spanish. 

            THE SUPREME COURT is a HiddenHill Production for Thirteen/WNET New York.  Series producer is Mark Zwonitzer; series director is Thomas Lennon; cinematographer is Michael Chin; composer is Brian Keane.  Producers are Rob Rapley, Julia Elliott and Jamila Wignot.  Executive producer is Jody Sheff.  Executive-in-charge is William F. Grant.

-more-
            Sole corporate sponsor of the series is New York Life Insurance Company.  Additional funding is provided by The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation.  Partial funding is provided by the National Endowment for the Humanities.

..........…

Thirteen/WNET New York is one of the key program providers for public television, bringing such acclaimed series as Nature, Great Performances, American Masters, Charlie Rose, Religion & Ethics NewsWeekly, Wide Angle, Secrets of the Dead, NOW With David Brancaccio, and Cyberchase – as well as the work of Bill Moyers – to audiences nationwide.  As the flagship public broadcaster in the New York, New Jersey and Connecticut metro area, Thirteen reaches millions of viewers each week, airing the best of American public television along with its own local productions such as The Ethnic Heritage Specials, The Thirteen Walking Tours, New York Voices, and Reel New York.  Thirteen extends the impact of its television productions through educational and community outreach projects – including the Celebration of Teaching and Learning – as well as Web sites and other digital media platforms.  More information can be found at:  www.thirteen.org.
..........…
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