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DAVID STRATHAIRN

Narrator

A seasoned actor on and off Broadway, the big screen and television, David Strathairn, the son of a surgeon, was born in San Francisco.  After graduating from Williams College in Massachusetts, he attended Ringling Brothers Clown College in Florida before launching a successful acting career.

Strathairn appeared in many of his Williams College classmate John Sayles’ features, and has continued on to work with Hollywood’s top directors and actors. 

His extensive stage work includes The Three Sisters with Billy Crudup and Marcia Gay Harden, Dance of Death with Sir Ian McKellen and Helen Mirren and Salome with Al Pacino.

Strathairn starred as Edward R. Murrow in the Warners Independent feature Good Night, And Good Luck, co-written, produced and directed by George Clooney.  Strathairn won Best Actor at the Venice Film Festival and was nominated for a Golden Globe, Academy Award and Screen Actors Guild Award, among others, for his performance. 

He recently finished working with director Wong Kar-wai on My Blueberry Nights, starring alongside Jude Law and Nora Jones.

MARK ZWONITZER

Series Producer

Mark Zwonitzer has produced, directed or written award-winning programming for public television for the past 12 years.  His work includes Battle of the Bulge (with Thomas Lennon), The Pilgrimage of Jesse Jackson, The Irish in America: Long Journey Home; All Across America, Joe DiMaggio: The Hero’s Life (with Richard Ben Cramer), Mount Rushmore, Transcontinental Railroad, The Massie Affair and Jesse James.  He has received the duPont-Columbia Award, the Peabody, the Writers Guild Award, and the Japan Foundation’s President’s Prize.

His first book, Will You Miss Me When I’m Gone?, was a finalist for the National Book Critics Circle Award, a New York Times Notable Book of the Year and an American Library Association’s Booklist Editor’s Choice. 

The founder and president of HiddenHill Productions, Zwonitzer lives in Connecticut with his wife Gerri Hirshey and their two children.

THOMAS LENNON 

Series Director

Thomas Lennon’s work in documentary film has won the field’s most coveted honors: a duPont- Columbia Award, two Peabody and Writers’ Guild awards, two Emmys (12 nominations), and a
-more-
nomination for an Academy Award.  

In 2003, Lennon completed Becoming American, a two-year collaboration with Bill Moyers that traced Chinese immigration from the early 19th century to the present day.  The series was cited by the International Documentary Association and the Writers’ Guild, won a Christopher Award and received four Emmy nominations.

More than 10 million viewers – double the PBS prime-time average – tuned into the 1998 premiere of Lennon’s The Irish in America: Long Journey Home.  Rated among the year’s 10 best by TV Guide, the series earned four Emmy nominations and its companion CD won the Grammy for Best Folk Album of the Year.  The Battle Over Citizen Kane (1996), co-produced with Michael Epstein, premiered at the Sundance Film Festival.  After the film’s nomination for an Academy Award, Ridley Scott’s production company adapted it as an HBO dramatic film, starring John Malkovich.  Battle of the Bulge, co-written with Mark Zwonitzer, won the Peabody and duPont-Columbia awards for 1995.  

Lennon’s other films include his two widely-acclaimed collaborations with writer Shelby Steele, Seven Days in Bensonhurst (1990) and Jefferson’s Blood (2000), as well as The Choice (1992) and Tabloid Truth (1994), both written with Richard Ben Cramer.  

Before setting up his own production company in 1987, Lennon worked for almost a decade in the Close Up division of ABC News, with assignments in the Soviet Union, South America and the Middle East.  He is a magna cum laude graduate of Yale University.

He is currently collaborating with filmmaker Ruby Yang on a series of Chinese-language public service announcements and documentary films about AIDS, the first major AIDS prevention-campaign ever on Chinese television.  

BRIAN KEANE 

Composer

Multiple Emmy and Grammy award-winning composer Brian Keane is one of the most prolific and in-demand musicians in the entertainment business.  In addition to winning the Emmy for Outstanding Musical Score for the fourth year in a row in 2004, films scored by Keane received 19 Emmy nominations in that year alone, winning six Emmy awards.  In 2005, Keane received four Emmy nominations for music and scored all five Sports Documentary Emmy nominees and three News and Documentary Emmy nominees.  He has scored each of director Ric Burns’s award-winning films, including The Donner Party, Coney Island, New York: A Documentary Film, Eugene O’Neill, and the four-hour series Andy Warhol: A Documentary Film for PBS.   

Keane’s credits also include Long Journey Home: The Irish In America, for which he won a Grammy for his soundtrack with the Chieftains, Van Morrison, Elvis Costello and others; The Battle Over Citizen Kane; several Emmy Award-winning series for the late director Henry Hampton; as well as Emmy Award-winning series and programs for Bill Moyers, ABC News, American Experience, and many others.  He has also scored several Emmy Award-winning sports films.  Among the more than 300 films Keane has scored are several feature films, including Night Flier, Illtown and The Road to Freedom.  

-more-
Keane composed the music to more than 60 Emmy Award-winning films, more than 50 duPont-Columbia Award-winning films, and almost two dozen Peabody Award-winning films.  In 2001, he became the first composer in the history of the Emmy Awards to receive all of the music nominations in a single year.  

Keane started his career as a jazz guitarist and Blue Note recording artist, working several years in a guitar duo with Larry Coryell as well as with many other jazz greats.  He developed a substantial career as a Grammy Award-winning record producer, working with artists as diverse as Pete Seeger, Michael Hedges, Linda Ronstadt, and the London Symphony Orchestra.  He has produced more than three dozen Billboard-charting albums.  

Jody Sheff 

Executive Producer

Jody Sheff is the executive producer of history and features programming at Thirteen/WNET New York.  She is the executive producer of the acclaimed PBS series Texas Ranch House, Regency House Party, Do You Speak American? with Robert MacNeil, The Six Wives of Henry VIII and Crown and Country.  

She has also served as executive producer for the highly popular local public television series Walking Tours and the new PBS cooking show Daisy Cooks! With Daisy Martinez.  Sheff produced the critically-acclaimed PBS special A Conversation with Bill Moyers and Ursula K. LeGuin, created to coincide with the re-release of the science-fiction classic The Lathe of Heaven. 

She was the series producer for the Emmy Award-winning science series Innovation, as well as for the syndicated series The World of Nature with Walter Cronkite.  Sheff produced, directed and wrote for many national PBS series such as Nature, Great Railway Journeys II, Legendary Trails, Sesame Street, and American Masters.  She is currently the executive producer of the upcoming PBS series Monarchy, a comprehensive and fascinating view of the British monarchy with historian David Starkey.

WILLIAM R. GRANT

Executive-in-Charge

William R. Grant is director of science, natural history and features programs at Thirteen/WNET New York, the flagship of the U.S. public television system.  He joined WNET in 1995 after 12 years at WGBH in Boston, where he was managing editor of Frontline and executive editor of Nova.  At WGBH he also served as executive producer of Living Against the Odds and Made In America? 

At WNET he is in charge of one of public television’s largest documentary production departments, which brings to national broadcast an average of 60 hours of programs a year in the areas of natural history, science, history, business, travel, and other topics.  While at WNET he has also been executive producer of Innovation and Going Places, two PBS anthology series, and numerous miniseries, including America on Wheels, Savage Skies, Savage Earth, Savage Seas, Knife to the Heart, Stephen Hawking’s Universe, On the Trail of Mark Twain, The American President, In Search of Ancient Ireland, The Rise and Fall of Jim Crow, Slavery and the Making of America, and African American Lives.  He has been responsible, as executive in charge of production, for Nature, one of public television’s most watched continuing series, 
-more-

and the miniseries Savage Planet, Secrets of the Dead, Secrets of the Pharaohs, Warship, Africa, 1900 House, Frontier House, Manor House, The Secret Life of the Brain, Colonial House, Texas Ranch House, and Warplane.

Prior to joining WGBH in 1983, he was for 14 years a reporter and editor at two of the nation’s largest daily newspapers – the Detroit Free Press and the San Francisco Chronicle, where his work won numerous awards. 

In 1979-80 he was a Nieman Fellow at Harvard University.  He was inducted into the Kentucky Journalism Hall of Fame in 2001 and in 2005 was named to the University of Kentucky’s Hall of Distinguished Alumni.

Programs produced under his supervision have won 11 national News and Documentary Emmy awards, including one for the 2005 series Slavery and the Making of America, one for the 2004 series DNA, and six George Foster Peabody awards, including one for the 2002 series The Rise and Fall of Jim Crow. 
..........…
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