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The Talk (w.t.)

TCA Panelist Bios



Trevena Garel
Retired sergeant, New York City Police Department (NYPD)

Trevena Garel is a retired New York City Police sergeant. She began her career as a second-generation member of law enforcement in July 1985. Upon graduation from the Police Academy, she was assigned to do her patrol training in the Neighborhood Stabilization Unit 1 (NSU1), which covered the lower east side of Manhattan including the 5th (Chinatown), 7th (Delancey St. area) and 9th (Alphabet City) precincts. Upon successful completion of that training during the summer of 1986, she was assigned to the 6th Precinct in Greenwich Village, where she was initially assigned to foot patrol duties in Washington Square Park for a few months before requesting transfer into the 6th Precinct’s Community Police Officers Program (CPOP). 
Recognizing the need for diversity in internal investigations units, Garel applied to and was given the honor to serve in the Chief of Patrol’s Investigation and Evaluation Section beginning in November 1988. This unit investigated allegations of misconduct involving both uniformed and/or civilian members of the NYPD. Garel participated as both an undercover and an investigator. It was during this assignment that she attained the rank of detective. She remained in this assignment until shortly after the merge of the NYC Housing Police Department into the NYPD (1995). The chief of the Housing Bureau personally requested her to join his bureau as an investigator in the Housing Bureau Inspections Unit, where she conducted similar investigations into alleged misconduct involving uniformed and/or civilian members of the NYPD’s
Housing Bureau. She remained there until her promotion to the rank of sergeant in 1996.
After completing sergeant’s training, she went back to her old command at the 6th Precinct, where she returned to patrol in Greenwich Village before transferring to the Internal Affairs Bureau (IAB) in 1997. During the summer of that year, she was assigned to a joint federal task force investigating the sexual assault against  Abner Louima, a Haitian immigrant who was sodomized by a member of the NYPD. Upon completion of that assignment in 1999, she was transferred to IAB’s Intelligence Unit. Her assignment included recruiting and maintaining confidential informants within the ranks of the NYPD, as well as working as an undercover/investigator investigating allegations of corruption by both uniformed and civilian members of the PD. As a result of her outstanding work in these assignments at the IAB, Garel was promoted and given the distinction of Sergeant Supervisor Detective Squad. She remained in IAB until 2004, when she transferred to the Police Academy, where she worked as the Assistant Integrity Control Officer until her retirement in 2006.
On a personal note, Garel has three children – two daughters and one son – all of whom she has had “The Talk” with on many, many occasions. She is also the grandmother of three young men and one granddaughter. She has also had “The Talk” with her two oldest grands.
Garel holds a bachelor of science degree in human resources management, as well as a master of art degree in criminology.


Samaria Rice
Mother of Tamir Rice, the 12-year-old boy killed by a Cleveland police officer
Samaria Rice, 39 years old, lives in Cleveland, Ohio, where she shares her life with her three remaining children. She has been compelled to fight for human rights across the country after the fatal shooting of her son Tamir by the police. 
Rice has established the Tamir Rice Foundation, a nonprofit organization based in Ohio. The foundation empowers and educates young people with scholarships and mentoring to help them become productive citizens. 
John Singleton 
Director/Screenwriter/Producer

While John Singleton was attending the film writing program at USC, he won three writing awards from the university, which lead to a contract with Creative Artists Agency during his sophomore year.  He was also a recipient of the Jack Nicholson Award in 1989 and 1990 and the Robert Riskin Award in 1989.  USC School of Cinema-Television invited him to speak at the 2006 commencement. He received the Mary Pickford Alumni Award in May 2006. 
Singleton exploded onto the scene with his first film, Boyz N the Hood (1991), a tough, intelligent, plain-speaking look at friends in gang-ridden South Central L.A. that earned him an Oscar nomination for Best Original Screenplay and Best Director, becoming the first African-American (and the youngest filmmaker) ever to do so. Singleton has won numerous awards such as the LAFCA New Generation Award in 1991 and the MTV Movie Award for Best New Director in 1992 (the award for Directorial Debut of the Year Boyz N the Hood). He has also directed television commercials for Coca-Cola and AT&T with D. L. Hughley. 
He directed 2 Fast 2 Furious, starring Paul Walker, Tyrese Gibson and Ludacris in Miami, and Four Brothers, staring Mark Walhberg and Tyrese Gibson, Andre 2000 in Canada. Both projects were summer hits. Baby Boy, a film he wrote, produced and directed, starring Tyrese, Ving Rhames, Snoop Dogg and newcomer Taraji P. Henson, received four NAACP nominations. Singletonwrote, produced and directed the remake of the 70’s classic Shaft, starring Samuel L. Jackson for Paramount Pictures. Before that, he wrote, produced and directed Higher Learning, starring Omar Epps and Laurence Fishburne, and wrote produced and directed Poetic Justice, staring Janet Jackson and Tupac Shakkar He also produced and funded the independent film Hustle and Flow, starring Academy Award nominee  Taraji  P. Henson, Terrence Howard and Anthony Anderson. This film went on to receive an Academy Award for Best Song of 2005 entitled “It’s Hard Out Here for a Pimp.”  
Singleton broadened his scoop when he produced a Latin-flavored project entitled Illegal Tender. Filming took place in Puerto Rico, released in late summer 2007 and distributed by Universal Pictures.  He also directed the action film Abduction, released in 2011 by Lionsgate Studios and starring actor Taylor Lautner of the Twilight film series.   
Singleton has directed  episodes of “Empire” and the “American Crime Story” series entitled  “The OJ Simpson Trial.” He is currently working with FX on his television production entitled “Snowfall.” He is also working on a female-driven project “REBEL” for BET.
   	Singleton has recently taught “Film and Culture” at USC film school. He is on the board of the Western Directors Council, Member of University of California SCA Alumni Development Council, and the Academy Film Scholars – Institutional Grants Committee.


Sam Pollard 
Director and Supervising Producer

Sam Pollard is an accomplished feature film and television video editor and a documentary producer/director whose work spans almost 30 years.  As producer/director, he completed a 90-minute documentary titled August Wilson: The Ground on Which I Stand for the PBS series American Masters.
His first assignment as a documentary producer came in 1989 for Henry Hampton’s Blackside production Eyes on The Prize II: America at the Racial Crossroads. For one of the episodes in this series, he received an Emmy. Eight years later, he returned to Blackside as co-executive producer/producer of Hampton’s last documentary series, I'll Make Me a World: Stories of African-American Artists and Community. For the series, Pollard received the George Peabody Award.  
Between 1990 and 2010, Pollard edited a number of Spike Lee’s films:  Mo’ Better Blues, Jungle Fever, Girl 6, Clockers, and Bamboozled. As well, Pollard and Lee co-produced a number of documentary productions for the small and big screen:  Spike Lee Presents Mike Tyson, a biographical sketch for HBO for which Pollard received an Emmy; Four Little Girls, a feature-length documentary about the 1963 Birmingham church bombings, which was nominated for an Academy Award; and When the Levees Broke, a four-part documentary that won numerous awards, including a Peabody and three Emmy Awards. Five years later, he co-produced and supervised the edit on the follow-up to Levees, If God Is Willing and Da Creek Don’t Rise.
 In 2012, as a producer/director, Pollard completed Slavery by Another Name, a 90-minute documentary for PBS that was in competition at the Sundance Festival; that same year, he completed editing on the feature-length documentary Venus and Serena, televised nationally on Showtime. For American Masters, Pollard also wrote, directed and producedMarvin Gaye: What’s Going On and directed Zora Neale Hurston: Jump at the Sun and John Ford/John Wayne: The Filmmaker and the Legend.


Julie Anderson
Producer and Executive Producer, The Talk (w.t.)
Executive Producer of Documentaries & Development, WNET


Julie Anderson is the executive producer of Documentaries & Development at WNET. She has creative oversight of a variety of production projects, including The Talk (w.t.), and manages the efforts of multiple outside production companies simultaneously. She is also responsible for oversight of all research and development, production, delivery, distribution and station relations matters, while ensuring journalistic integrity.
Prior to WNET, Anderson served as a producer for HBO Documentary Films, where she oversaw all aspects of production. Her work on the documentary short God Is the Bigger Elvis (HBO, 2012) earned her an Academy Award nomination. Preceding her work at HBO, Anderson served as creator, executive producer, program development for CNN’s iReport Film Festival. She also worked as co-creator and executive producer for ESPN’s 60-minute magazine series, E:60, and as creator, executive producer for BET’s 60-minute talk show, Meet the Faith. Anderson is an Academy Award-nominated producer and has received four Emmy Awards and two Peabody Awards as a producer and director.
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