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Ken Burns

Ken Burns has been making documentary films for more than 30 years. Since the Academy Award-nominated Brooklyn Bridge in 1981, he has gone on to direct and produce some of the most acclaimed historical documentaries ever made. The late historian Stephen Ambrose said of Burns’s films, “More Americans get their history from Ken Burns than any other source.” A December 2002 poll conducted by RealScreen Magazine listed The Civil War as second only to Robert Flaherty’s Nanook of the North as the “most influential documentary of all time” and named Burns and Robert Flaherty as the “most influential documentary makers” of all time.

THE TENTH INNING is a new two-part, four-hour documentary directed and produced by Burns and Lynn Novick, who also produced with Burns the landmark 1994 series Baseball, the highest-rated PBS series ever. Premiering September 28 on PBS, THE TENTHIN INNING picks up where the original series left off, telling the tumultuous story of America’s national pastime from the early 1990s to the present day, introducing an unforgettable array of players, teams and fans, celebrating the game’s resilience and enduring appeal, and showcasing both extraordinary accomplishments — and devastating losses and disappointments. 

The film highlights dramatic developments that transformed the game: the crippling 1994 strike that left many fans disillusioned with their heroes; the increasing dominance of Latino and Asian players who turned baseball into a truly international game; baseball’s skyrocketing profits, thanks to new stadiums, interleague play, and the wild card; the rise of a new Yankee Dynasty; the Red Sox’ historic World Series victory; the astonishing feats of Mark McGwire, Sammy Sosa and Barry Bonds; and the revelations about performance-enhancing drugs that cast a shadow on many of the era’s greatest stars and their accomplishments.

Burns also was the director, producer, co-writer, chief cinematographer, music director and executive producer of the landmark television series The Civil War. This film was the highest-rated series in the history of American public television, prior to Baseball, and attracted an audience of 40 million during its premiere in September 1990. The New York Times called it a masterpiece and said that Burns “takes his place as the most accomplished documentary filmmaker of his generation.” Tom Shales of The Washington Post said, “This is not just good television, nor even just great television. This is heroic television.” The columnist George Will said, “If better use has ever been made of television, I have not seen it and do not expect to see better until Ken Burns turns his prodigious talents to his next project.” The series has been honored with more than 40 major film and television awards, including two Emmy Awards, two Grammy Awards, a Producer of the Year Award from the Producer’s Guild, a People’s Choice Award, a Peabody Award, a duPont-Columbia Award, a D.W. Griffiths Award and the $50,000 Lincoln Prize, among dozens of others.

Burns was born in Brooklyn, New York, in 1953. He graduated from Hampshire College in Amherst, Massachusetts, in 1975.

Lynn Novick

Lynn Novick has been making documentary films about American history for more than 20 years. Most recently she co-directed and produced (with Ken Burns) The War, an epic seven-part series that tells the story of the Second World War through the personal accounts of nearly 40 men and women from four American towns. The series explores the most intimate human dimensions of the greatest cataclysm in history and demonstrates that in extraordinary times, there are no ordinary lives.  The War aired on PBS in the fall of 2007 and received three Emmy awards as well as the Television Critics’ Association award for best news and information program of 2007.

Novick co-directed and produced (again with Burns) the Peabody Award-winning two-part biographical documentary Frank Lloyd Wright (1998), which was shown at the Sundance, Telluride, Edinburgh and Seattle Film Festivals.  She also produced the most-watched series in the history of public television, the nine-part, 18 hour series Baseball (1994), for which she received an Emmy Award.  In 2001, Novick produced the 10-part series Jazz which explores in detail the culture, politics and dreams that gave birth to jazz music and follows this most American of art forms from its origins in blues and ragtime through swing, bebop and fusion. Jazz was nominated for five Emmy Awards.

She is currently producing/directing two upcoming Florentine Films productions – THE TENTH INNING, a new chapter of Baseball covering the history of the game from the early 1990s to the present, and Prohibition, a three-part series on the rise, rule and fall of the 18th Amendment. 
Novick came to Florentine Films in 1989 to work on The Civil War series as associate producer for post production.  She previously served as researcher and associate producer for Bill Moyers on two PBS series: Joseph Campbell and the Power of Myth and A World of Ideas with Bill Moyers. A graduate of Yale, she lives in New York City with her husband, Robert Smith, and their two children.
Marcos Breton 
Marcos Breton is the lead columnist for the Sacramento Bee. He is the author of Away Games: The Life and Times of a Latin Ballplayer. Published by Simon & Schuster, Away Games chronicled the journey of Miguel Tejada from the barrios of the Dominican Republic to the starting lineup of the Oakland Athletics. Once a shoe-shine boy who was homeless for part of his childhood, Tejada became the American League MVP and soon earned $12 million a year while playing with the Baltimore Orioles. Away Games was the first comprehensive look at the experience of Latino players in the big leagues. Breton also wrote the autobiography of baseball star Sammy Sosa. An Alicia Patterson fellow, Breton is an award-winning reporter. He was the lead sports columnist at the Bee during the steroid era of baseball and the career of Barry Bonds, baseball’s steroid-tainted home run leader. The child of Mexican immigrants, Breton grew up in Northern California as a fan of the San Francisco Giants.

– PBS –[image: image1.jpg]



pbs.org/pressroom








pbs.org/pressroom

pbs.org/pressroom


[image: image2.jpg]