MASTERPIECE THEATRE
“The Virgin Queen”

Sundays, January 1-8, 2007

9:00-11:00 p.m. ET
– Drama Charts the Tumultuous 44-Year Reign of Queen Elizabeth I, the Shrewd and Captivating Monarch Who Secured Britain’s Role as a World Power –
Anne-Marie Duff (The Aristocrats, The Magdalene Sisters, Shameless) stars as the shrewd and captivating monarch who secured Britain’s role as a world power and gave her name to an age. MASTERPIECE THEATRE “The Virgin Queen,” a two-part drama charting the tumultuous 44-year reign of Queen Elizabeth I, encores Sundays, January 1-8, 2007, 9:00-11:00 p.m. ET on PBS.

The spectacular Tudor-era epic features Joanne Whalley (Willow) as Queen “Bloody” Mary, Elizabeth’s half-sister and cruel jailor before Elizabeth succeeded to the throne; and Tom Hardy (Black Hawk Down) as Robert Dudley, the love of the young Elizabeth’s life.

Also appearing are Emilia Fox (The Piano, “Rebecca”) as Amy Dudley, Dudley’s wife, whose mysterious death sparks rumors that he’s had her done in so he can marry the queen; Kevin McKidd (Rome, “Anna Karenina”) as the Duke of Norfolk, Elizabeth’s treacherous cousin; and Hans Matheson (“Doctor Zhivago”) as the dashing Earl of Essex, the queen’s last great favorite, who recklessly betrays her.

Tara Fitzgerald (“Miss Marple”) plays Kat Ashley, Elizabeth’s famous faithful attendant. Ian Hart (“Sherlock Holmes”) is William Cecil, the queen’s trusted secretary of state. Sienna Guillory (“Take a Girl Like You”) is Lettice Knollys, a lady in waiting who becomes the queen’s rival in love by marrying Dudley. In later life, she becomes another kind of rival as the grasping mother of the ambitious Earl of Essex.

The miniseries opens with Elizabeth’s imprisonment in the Tower of London by Queen Mary. Both women are daughters of the ruthless Henry VIII, who plunged England into turmoil by breaking with the Roman Catholic Church. Mary wants to reunite with Rome; Elizabeth is determined to stand by her Protestant faith — a potentially fatal choice.

Elizabeth’s life takes an unforeseen turn when Mary unexpectedly dies of a tumor that all had thought was an unborn child. As the new queen, Elizabeth discovers the harsh realities of rule in a religiously divided nation, threatened with invasion by the unfriendly Catholic powers of Europe. She soon learns to outwit her enemies and charm those who conspire to their own ends, showing all the strength and resolve of her father.

Under pressure to marry, the coquettish Elizabeth rejects a string of eligible royal bachelors from abroad, openly preferring the burning affections of her childhood playmate, the athletic, handsome — and married — Robert Dudley. But is she toying with him as with her other suitors?

Amidst an atmosphere of plotting and intrigue, torture and murder, Elizabeth reigned alone for nearly five decades. This riveting drama sees the beguiling queen defend her throne against archrival Mary Queen of Scots and send her fleet against the Spanish Armada in what may be her finest hour, when she declared before her assembled troops, “I know I have but the body of a weak and feeble woman; but I have the heart of a king, and of a king of England, too; and think foul scorn that … Spain, or any prince of Europe, should dare to invade the borders of my realms.”
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