The War of 1812

Filmmakers’ Bios

Lawrence R. Hott
Hott has been producing documentary films since 1978, when he left the practice of law to join Florentine Films.  His awards include an Emmy, two Academy Award nominations, a George Foster Peabody Award, five American Film Festival Blue Ribbons, fourteen CINE Golden Eagles, screenings at Telluride, and first-place awards from the San Francisco, Chicago, National Educational, and New England Film Festivals.

Hott was the Fulbright Fellow in Film and Television in the United Kingdom in 1994.  He received the Humanities Achievement Award from the Massachusetts Foundation for the Humanities in 1995; a Massachusetts Cultural Council/Boston Film and Video Foundation Fellowship in 2001; and the Rosalynn Carter Fellowship for Mental Health Journalism in 2001.  He has been on the board of non-fiction writers at Smith College and has served as a panelist for the National Endowment for the Humanities, the Massachusetts Cultural Commission, and the Massachusetts Foundation for the Humanities.  He is a member of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.
Hott has produced twenty-four films for PBS broadcast.  In recent years, he has completed Niagara Falls for WNED-TV, Buffalo; Through Deaf Eyes for WETA, Washington, D.C.; and American Masters John James Audubon: Drawn From Nature for Thirteen/WNET, New York.  He is working on a new production with WNED-TV, Buffalo, titled Frederick Law Olmsted: Designing America.
Diane Garey
Garey has had a distinguished career as a documentary and feature editor and producer.  She edited and co-produced Wild By Law, which was nominated for an Academy Award for Best Documentary Feature in 1992 and was broadcast as part of the American Experience series on PBS.  In 1997 she edited Divided Highways, winner of an Emmy Award for Outstanding Historical Programming, a George Foster Peabody Award, and Best Documentary at the New England Film Festival.  She received the Humanities Achievement Award from the Massachusetts Foundation for the Humanities in 1995.
Her writing and editing credits include Ohio:200 Years, a one-hour Ohio PBS special for the state’s bicentennial; Imagining Robert, a one-hour film for APT national broadcast on PBS and the recipient of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences Outstanding Documentary of 2002 designation; The Harriman Alaska Expedition Retraced, a two-hour film broadcast nationally on PBS in 2003; Niagara Falls, which was broadcast nationally on PBS in July, 2006; and Through Deaf Eyes, for WETA Washington, D.C., broadcast nationally on PBS in March 2007.  She is working on a new production with WNED-TV, Buffalo, titled Frederick Law Olmsted: Designing America.
For more information, visit pbs.org/1812.
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The War of 1812


Premieres Monday, October 10


at 9 p.m. ET on PBS.


(check local listings)





A Film by Lawrence Hott and Diane Garey 


Written by Ken Chowder 


Narrated by Joe Mantegna


Principal Cinematography by Stephen McCarthy


Music by Judy Hyman


Production Design by Peter Twist 


Animation by Amit Sethi


Executive producers: John Grant


David Rotterman for WNED,
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The War of 1812 is a production of WNED-TV, Buffalo/Toronto and Florentine Films/Hott Productions Inc., in association with WETA Washington, D.C. 

The War of 1812 has been made possible by a major grant from The National Endowment for the Humanities: Because democracy demands wisdom*.  With funding provided by The Wilson Foundation, Warren and Barbara Goldring, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting: a private corporation funded by the American people, The Arthur Vining Davis Foundations: Dedicated to strengthening America’s future through education, Phil Lind and The Annenberg Foundation.  With additional support from The Baird Foundation, the Niagara Falls Bridge Commission and Jackman Foundation. *Any views, findings, conclusions or recommendations expressed in this program do not necessarily represent those of the National Endowment for the Humanities.

