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PBS to Bring THE WIDOWER to the U.S.

− ITV Studio’s Gripping Series Based on the True Story of Convicted Murderer Malcolm Webster −
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	Reece Shearsmith as Malcolm Webster and Kate Fleetwood as Felicity. Credit: Courtesy of Setffan Hill for ITV.


[bookmark: _GoBack]ARLINGTON, VA; SEPTEMBER 1, 2015 -- PBS announced today that the critically acclaimed British drama THE WIDOWER, a three-part series, will premiere in the U.S. on Sunday, October 4, 2015, at 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET on PBS. The show’s premiere follows the second episode of the lavish MASTERPIECE drama “Indian Summers” to furthers PBS’ role as the Sunday night destination for drama. 

Co-written and executive produced by ITV Studios’ award-winning factual drama screenwriter and filmmaker Jeff Pope (Philomena, “Mrs. Biggs”), THE WIDOWER tells the true story of Malcolm Webster (Reece Shearsmith) —a seemingly mild-mannered male nurse who marries, and then attempts to kill, a succession of women to cash in on their life insurance policies. Over a 13-year period, Webster  poisons and murders his first wife, attempts to do the same to his second wife and devises a different scheme to deceive his third fiancée.

The riveting series topped its evening time slot in the UK and attracted more than five million viewers with its thrilling storyline and electrifying acting. 

“THE WIDOWER kept UK audiences on the edge of their seats,” said Donald Thoms, Vice President, General Audience Programming, PBS. “We are delighted to offer this compelling series to our viewers in the U.S.” 

“This is quite an extraordinary story, far more chilling than any fiction,” said Jeff Pope, Head of Factual Drama at ITV Studios. “Webster is a banal, almost benign face of evil. He is so clever at hiding his tracks and presenting a plausible front to his friends, family and colleagues that he’s able to do what he does without really attracting suspicion. The courage and tenacity of Webster’s second wife, Felicity, and his last intended victim, Simone, are all that stood between him and potentially more murders.”

In addition to Shearsmith (Shaun of the Dead, “The League of Gentlemen”), THE WIDOWER features Sheridan Smith (Hysteria, Quartet) as Claire Morris, Kate Fleetwood (Les Misérables, Philomena) as Felicity Webster, Archie Panjabi (“The Good Wife,” Bend It Like Beckham) as Simone Banerjee and John Hannah (“Damages,” The Mummy) as DS Charlie Henry.

Full episodes of THE WIDOWER will be available for viewing on the PBS Video Portal for a limited time after each national broadcast.

About PBS
PBS, with its over 350 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content. Each month, PBS reaches nearly 109 million people through television and over 28 million people online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. PBS’ premier children’s TV programming and its website, pbskids.org, are parents’ and teachers’ most trusted partners in inspiring and nurturing curiosity and love of learning in children. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the Internet, or by following PBS on Twitter, Facebook or through our apps for mobile devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS Pressroom on Twitter.

About ITV 
ITV, the commissioning broadcaster of VICIOUS, is the largest commercial television network in the UK. ITV’s broadcasting business is made up of ITV, the largest commercial channel in the country, and the UK’s leading portfolio of digital channels — ITV2, ITV3, ITV4, CITV, ITV Encore, and ITVBe. Annually, ITV invests around £1 billion in content for its broadcast channels and ITV.com. ITV is the home of high-quality, popular television, from the biggest entertainment events to original drama and comedies, soaps, sport, factual series and independent news, both national and regional. 
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Press:
DKC Public Relations, 212-685-4300
Lisa_Summers@DKCNews.com; Missy_Greenberg@DKCNews.com; Elizabeth_Sharkey@DKCNews.com; Alexandra_Stromer@DKCNews.com 
Carrie Johnson, PBS, 703-739-5129; cjohnson@pbs.org 


PBS Stations:
Lara Davidson, PBS, 703-739-5115; lkdavidson@pbs.org
Lela McCrea, PBS, 703-739-5186 ; lmccrea@pbs.org

For images and additional up-to-date information on THE WIDOWER and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom.
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