FACT SHEET

INDEPENDENT LENS
“The Wild Parrots of Telegraph Hill”
Airdate
Tuesday, May 29, 2007
Time
9:00-10:30 p.m. ET
Description 
The story of a bohemian St. Francis and his remarkable relationship with a flock of wild green-and-red parrots, this is a film about Mark Bittner, a homeless street musician in San Francisco, and a flock of parrots that mysteriously appear outside a cottage on Telegraph Hill. Bittner falls in with the flock as he searches for meaning in his life, unaware that the wild parrots will bring him everything he needs. The film celebrates urban wildness — bohemian and avian — and links the parrots’ antics to human behavior.
Presenter 
Independent Television Service (ITVS)
Producers/director
Judy Irving
Series executive producer
Lois Vossen

Press materials 
Program release

Photos  
Program Web site 
pbs.org/independentlens/wildparrots
Accessibility 
CC Stereo 
Funders 
Public Television Viewers and PBS
Contacts


Cara White, Tel.: 843/881-1480; carapub@aol.com
Mary Lugo, Tel.: 770/623-8190; lugo@negia.net
Voleine Amilcar, ITVS, Tel.: 415/356-8383, ext. 244; voleine_amilcar@itvs.org
INDEPENDENT LENS is an Emmy® Award-winning weekly series airing Tuesday nights at 10:00 p.m. ET on PBS. Hosted this season by Terrence Howard, the acclaimed anthology series features documentaries and a limited number of fiction films united by the creative freedom, artistic achievement and unflinching visions of their independent producers. INDEPENDENT LENS features unforgettable stories about a unique individual, community or moment in history. Presented by ITVS, the series is supported by interactive companion Web sites, and national publicity and community engagement campaigns. Further information about the series is available at pbs.org/independentlens. Independent Lens is jointly curated by ITVS and PBS, and is funded by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB), a private corporation funded by the American people, with additional funding provided by PBS and the National Endowment for the Arts. 

The Independent Television Service (ITVS) funds and presents award-winning documentaries and dramas on public television, innovative new media projects on the Web and the Emmy® Award-winning weekly series INDEPENDENT LENS on PBS. ITVS was established by a historic mandate of Congress to champion independently produced programs that take creative risks, spark public dialogue and serve underserved audiences. Since ITVS’ inception in 1991, its programs have revitalized the relationship between the public and public television, bringing TV audiences face-to-face with the lives and concerns of their fellow Americans. ITVS is funded by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB), a private corporation funded by the American people.

