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– Mark Bittner, a Homeless Street Musician in San Francisco, Searches for Meaning in His Life – 
“Irving’s film seduces you with its easy rhythm and unexpected dramatic potency … A beguiling, moving, and just plain fun documentary. Four stars!”

– Michael Sragow, Baltimore Sun
“If there is a more joyful, uplifting true story in a more enchanting documentary form, I’ve never seen it … . It is 83 minutes of pure magic.”

– Barry Paris, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
A beautiful city. Parrots. Redemption. True love. What more could an audience ask? “The Wild Parrots of Telegraph Hill,” the surprise critical and box-office hit that enraptured filmgoers of all ages, airs Tuesday, May 29, 2007, 9:00-10:30 p.m. ET on PBS as a presentation of the Emmy® Award-winning INDEPENDENT LENS, hosted by Terrence Howard.

The story of a bohemian St. Francis and his remarkable relationship with a flock of wild green-and-red parrots, “The Wild Parrots of Telegraph Hill” is a film about Mark Bittner, a homeless street musician in San Francisco, and a flock of parrots that mysteriously appear outside a cottage on Telegraph Hill. Bittner falls in with the flock as he searches for meaning in his life, unaware that the wild parrots will bring him everything he needs. The film celebrates urban wildness — bohemian and avian — and links the parrots’ antics to human behavior. 

A surprise ending ties the themes together and completes Bittner’s search for meaning.

Bittner was born and raised in southwestern Washington. His ambition as a teenager was to be a “great novelist,” but he was alarmed by the uniformly miserable fates of all the writers he loved. He decided to pursue a career in music instead. After hitchhiking through Europe in search of experience, he moved to San Francisco, determined to sink or swim as a poet-singer-songwriter. He sank. Completely bereft, he turned to spiritual seeking and ended up on the street, where he spent the next 14 years. Ultimately his search led him to the wild parrot flock, which, in turn, led him back to writing and his first book: The Wild Parrots of Telegraph Hill.
Filmmaker
Producer/director Judy Irving is a Sundance and Emmy Award-winning filmmaker whose previous credits include “Dark Circle,” a feature documentary about the nuclear industry, and Out of the Way Café, a one-hour drama. “Dark Circle” (1989) was recently honored in a special limited edition P.O.V. 20th anniversary DVD collection that features 15 of the most compelling films that have aired on television’s longest-running showcase for independent non-fiction film. 

Irving spent childhood summers on the North Fork of Long Island and, thanks to her grandfather, came to love birds. She graduated from Connecticut College with a degree in psychology and worked as a freelance journalist in Montreal before hitchhiking across the continent and living on a handmade raft-house in British Columbia. Later, she received a master’s degree in film and broadcasting from Stanford University. 

Her documentary film career has taken her to Alaska, Japan, Russia, Nepal and Zimbabwe, with peace and the environment as her main areas of interest. Somehow, birds seem to show up in every movie. Irving’s recent six-film documentary series about the San Francisco Bay Area’s wildlife and open space led to her interest in the wild parrot flock flying the city’s north waterfront. “The Wild Parrots of Telegraph Hill” has won audience awards for “Best Picture” at film festivals on both coasts, has screened theatrically in 500 cities, is among the top 25 highest-grossing theatrical documentaries of all time and is now in international distribution. 
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■ “The Wild Parrots of Telegraph Hill” interactive companion Web site (pbs.org/independentlens/wildparrots) features detailed information on the film, including an interview with the filmmaker and links and resources pertaining to the film’s subject matter. The site also features a Talkback section for viewers to share their ideas and opinions, preview clips of the film and more.


