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Based on a Remarkable True Story of Holocaust Orphans in England

Film to Air Following the Premiere of MASTERPIECE’s World War II Drama “World on Fire”

Companion Documentary to Stream Via PBS Passport on 
PBS Digital Platforms
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ARLINGTON, VA; March 5, 2020 – THE WINDERMERE CHILDREN, a new feature-length dramatization of a remarkable true story about hope in the aftermath of the Holocaust, will air on Sunday, April 5, 2020 at 10:00 p.m. ET on PBS stations (check local listings) following the premiere of WORLD ON FIRE ON MASTERPIECE. The 90-minute film, based on the powerful first-person testimony of orphaned survivors who rebuilt their lives in the U.K. following World War II, will also stream nationally on the PBS Video App. Additionally, the companion documentary, THE WINDERMERE CHILDREN: IN THEIR OWN WORDS (check local listings), will be available to stream via PBS Passport. See a first look here.

“PBS continues its commitment to bringing high-quality historical dramas to our viewers with a night of programming centered around World War II,” said Maria Bruno Ruiz, Vice President of Program Scheduling at PBS. “The back-to-back premieres of WORLD ON FIRE ON MASTERPIECE and THE WINDERMERE CHILDREN will bring both rich history and gripping storytelling to life.”

From BAFTA-nominated screenwriter Simon Block and BAFTA- and Emmy-winning director Michael Samuels, THE WINDERMERE CHILDREN is led by an incredible cast including Thomas Kretschmann (The Pianist), Romola Garai (“The Miniaturist”), Tim McInnerny (“Strangers”) and Iain Glen (“Game of Thrones”). 

The story follows a group of child Holocaust survivors who are transported to the Calgarth Estate by Lake Windermere, England in August 1945. Carrying only the clothes they wear and a few meager possessions, they bear the emotional and physical scars of all they have suffered.

Child psychologist Oscar Friedmann (Kretschmann) is charged with looking after the children. He and his team of counselors, including art therapist Marie Paneth (Garai), philanthropist Leonard Montefiore (McInnerny) and sports coach Jock Lawrence (Glen), have four months to help the children begin to heal and reclaim their lives. They learn English, play football, ride bikes, attempt to integrate with the locals and express their trauma through painting. Haunted by nightmares, they yearn for news of their loved ones from the Red Cross, but in the absence of relatives, the children find family in each other.

THE WINDERMERE CHILDREN is the stark, moving and ultimately redemptive story of the bonds the children make with one another, and of how the friendships forged at Windermere sustain them as they work to rebuild their lives in the U.K. 

The film will stream simultaneously with broadcast on April 5, 2020 and be available for two weeks on all station-branded PBS platforms, including PBS.org and the PBS Video App for iOS, Android, Roku, Apple TV, Amazon Fire TV, Samsung Smart TV and Chromecast. Two weeks after premiere, PBS station members can stream the film with PBS Passport (contact your local PBS station for details). 

Made in conjunction with the film, the powerful companion documentary THE WINDERMERE CHILDREN: IN THEIR OWN WORDS (check local listings) will be available to stream with PBS Passport on all PBS digital platforms on April 3, 2020. Featuring powerful interviews from the survivors themselves, the documentary is narrated by Glen and directed by Guy Arthur and Francis Welch. It is a Wall to Wall and Warner Bros. International Television Production (WBITVP) Germany Ltd. for BBC and ZDF, and distributed by Fremantle Media International for PBS. Executive produced by Nancy Bornat and Eleanor Greene of Wall to Wall Productions, and Tim Restock of Warner Brox. ITVP Germany Ltd.

THE WINDERMERE CHILDREN is a Wall to Wall and Warner Bros. International Television Production (WBITVP) Germany Ltd. for BBC and ZDF in association with Northern Ireland Screen, and distributed by FremantleMedia International for PBS. Directed by Michael Samuels and written by Simon Block, the film is executive produced by Simon Block and Michael Samuels of Wall to Wall Productions; Tim Rostock and Bernd von Fehrn of Warner Bros ITVP Germany; and Eleanor Greene and Leanne Klein of ZDF. The drama aired on BBC Two and the documentary on BBC Four in the U.K. earlier this year.

THE WINDERMERE CHILDREN will be available on DVD from PBS Distribution and can be purchased at ShopPBS.org. The film will also be available for digital download.

About PBS
PBS, with more than 330 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and digital content. Each month, PBS reaches over 120 million people through television and 26 million people online, 
inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’s broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. Decades of research confirms that PBS’s premier children’s media service, PBS KIDS, helps children build critical literacy, math and social-emotional skills, enabling them to find success in school and life. Delivered through member stations, PBS KIDS offers high-quality educational content on TV— including a 24/7 channel, online at pbskids.org, via an array of mobile apps and in communities across America. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the internet, or by following PBS on Twitter, Facebook or through our apps for mobile and connected devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS Pressroom on Twitter.
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Joe Deplasco, DKC Public Relations, 212-981-5125;Joe_deplasco@dkcnews.com

Jordan Lawrence, DKC Public Relations, 212-981-5220; Jordan_Lawrence@dkcnews.com

Lara Davidson, PBS, 703-739-5115; lkdavidson@pbs.org 

For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom.
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