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Where Did We Go To Market To Market To Buy A Fat Pig?

Eight Places Where You’ll Find Great Foodstuff and Talkative People

WQED PITTSBURGH – If we had an unlimited budget, we would still be on the road visiting America’s great market houses and farmers’ markets, but here are the few places we managed to visit and capture on HD video in 2006:
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1.  WEST SIDE MARKET

in Cleveland, Ohio
April 2006

A magnificent 1910 structure that houses

more than a hundred stalls and vendors.

We ate great Thai food, took home flaky

All-American pies, talk still about the

kielbassa and other ethnic specialties,

the Midwestern dairy products,

amazingly colorful produce and

candied apples.
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2.   SANTA FE FARMERS’ MARKET in New Mexico

June 2006

It’s in a parking lot on Saturday mornings with lots of white tents and produce from all over northern New Mexico.   We made extra side trips to Matt Romero’s organic farm and to the Picuris Pueblo where Joey and Danny Sam manage a tribal business that raises bison for meat that they sell in the Santa Fe market.
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3.   CENTRAL MARKET in Lancaster, Pennsylvania

July 2006

The oldest continually operating market space in America, now enclosed in a handsome redbrick building constructed in 1889.   Good fresh horseradish here.  Young farmers.  Amish vendors.  The woman who sells only celery.
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4.   LEXINGTON MARKET in Baltimore, Maryland

August 2006

One of the city’s six municipal markets, housed in a rambling building.  Lots of prepared foods like fried chicken, along with impressive displays of fresh fish on ice.   In one corner, a combination fish-market-and-eatery called Faidley’s Seafood where Nancy Faidley Devine makes the best crab cakes anywhere.  Worth a trip.
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5.  The WESTERN NORTH CAROINA FARMERS MARKET

in Asheville, North Carolina

August 2006

A sprawling 36-acre site with wholesale and retail markets full of fresh produce and friendly farmers.   We stopped on a late summer Friday for a tomato-tasting contest.
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6.   YOUR DEKALB FARMERS MARKET in Decatur, GA
August 2006

An extraordinary international market in a huge supermarket-like building with strange and unfamiliar fruits and vegetables for a worldly clientele.  Fish swimming in tanks.  Founder Robert Blazer’s vision of a world market.
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7.  WEDNESDAY FARMERS’ MARKET in Santa Monica, California 
                                                  August 2006

Farmers come from miles around to set up shop on the streets of Santa Monica for a brief market on Wednesday mornings 8:30 a.m. till 1:30 p.m.   It’s a big, bright celebration of good food, fresh people and free samples.  Best baby greens anywhere.
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8.   HILO FARMERS MARKET on Hawaii


September 2006

On Fridays, a young man named Kapela carefully selects and climbs palm trees to gather coconuts to sell in the market on Saturday.  The Hilo Farmers’ Market is small but packed with tasty surprises, amazing flowers and, of course, ripe white pineapples.  

To Market To Market To Buy A Fat Pig premieres on PBS stations nationwide on Wednesday, August 1, 2007, at 8:00 p.m. (but check your local TV schedule just in case.)   

To Market To Market To Buy A Fat Pig was made possible by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting and by the contributions to your PBS station from viewers like you.   Thanks.
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WQED Pittsburgh provides quality products and services that engage, inform, educate and entertain the public in the local community and around the world.  Winner of the inaugural 2006 Mid-Atlantic Emmy® Award for Station Excellence, WQED Pittsburgh is the parent company of WQED-TV (PBS), WQEX-TV, WQED-FM, WQEJ-FM, Pittsburgh magazine, www.wqed.org and the WQED Education and Community Resource Center.

