Biography of Tom Kleespie, Producer and Director of UNFORGETTABLE: THE KOREAN WAR
Tom Kleespie is Senior Producer, Special Projects for Arizona Public Media and is the producer and director for "Unforgettable: The Korean War." Kleespie has won 14 Emmy® awards, many for his involvement in the production of the wildly popular The Desert Speaks series. Kleespie also produced and directed the Phoenix Mars Mission documentary films, "Ashes to Ice" (airing nationally on PBS NPS in May 2008) and "Onto the Ice" (airing nationally on APT in March 2010). The films follow the exciting story of NASA's Phoenix Mars Mission from initial lab simulations, to the spectacular pre-dawn launch from Cape Canaveral, to the "seven minutes of terror" when the Mars Lander enters the atmosphere of the red planet in a one-shot attempt to successfully touch down on the planet's surface to begin its search for life.

Another Kleespie production, the 2005 documentary A Show of Courage, follows the lives of seven Southern Arizona cancer patients through months of cancer treatments and preparations for a celebration of life: a special fashion show. The finale is a triumphant walk with the patients down the runway along with 13 other cancer survivors. A segment from that documentary, co-produced by Kleespie and Martin Rubio, won a 2006 Emmy® Award.
Kleespie is an Arizona native who has explored deserts around the world for his work on The Desert Speaks ​series, now in its 19th season airing on approximately 339 PBS stations. The Desert Speaks has won multiple regional and national awards, including 24 Emmy® Awards.
Kleespie enjoys cooking and spending time with his two grown children… and after all these years of desert exploration, he still enjoys camping.
UNFORGETTABLE: THE KOREAN WAR

Monday, June 21, 2010

10 p.m. EDT on PBS

Run Time: 56:46

"Unforgettable: The Korean War" is a powerful journey with Korean War veterans as they recall their memories and emotions of the war and of America in the late 1940s and early 1950s, when young men from all over the world were being shipped off to defend South Korea against the advancing Communist Army. "Unforgettable: The Korean War" revisits "the un-won war that never ended." No one even wanted to declare it a war: it was “The Korean Conflict,” a “Police Action” and finally, “the Forgotten War.” No matter the name, The Korean War was still a war, killing millions and affecting hundreds of thousands of lives here at home.
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