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“The Pushouts” Premieres on VOCES
Friday, December 20, 2019 on PBS

The Inspirational Story of Dr. Victor Rios, Former Gang Member Turned Educator, Who Now Helps Struggling Students Stay in School

[image: ]Dr. Victor Rios

(LOS ANGELES, CA) — Winner of the 2018 Imagen Award for Best Documentary, “The Pushouts” is an inspiring story about the resilience of young people and how the support of caring adults offers hope. The film premieres on VOCES, Latino Public Broadcasting’s arts and culture series, Friday, December 20, 2019, 10:00-11:00 PM ET (check local listings) on PBS, PBS.org and the PBS Video App. Directed by Katie Galloway and co-directed by Dawn Valadez, “The Pushouts” is part of American Graduate, public media’s long-term commitment, made possible by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB), to help young people succeed in school, career and life. 

“I was in prison before I was even born.” So begins the story of Victor Rios who, by age 15, was a high school dropout and gang member with three felony convictions. But when his best friend’s murder, a teacher’s quiet persistence and a mentor’s moral conviction converge, Rios is able to turn his life around.  

In 2013, Rios – by then a tenured University of California professor, award-winning author and national thought leader on the school-to-prison pipeline – gets an unexpected phone call from his former high school mentor, Martin Flores, whom he hasn't spoken to in more than 15 years. Flores makes Rios an offer he can’t refuse: leading a summer program at YO! Watts, a youth center in South Central L.A. serving 16-24-year-olds who are out of school and out of work. “Thinking about Martin, how he was there when I needed that kind of support,” Rios recalls, “he was one of those people that saved my life!” Although the timing isn’t perfect and the pay non-existent, Rios heads down to L.A. with a team of protégé “super-mentors.”

While the young people at YO! Watts are often referred to as dropouts in national statistics and common parlance, many of these youth are trying to stay in school, but are being pushed or pulled to drop out. They are among the almost one in four Latino and Black students who do not graduate each year[endnoteRef:1] and are pushed into continuation schools, low-paying jobs and, too often, the criminal justice and mass incarceration systems. Over the course of the summer, Rios and his team work to build a learning environment that will match the curiosity and determination of their students, while also grappling with the limits they themselves face as temporary figures in the lives of young people fighting significant systemic and structural barriers to success. [1:  https://gradnation.americaspromise.org/2018-building-grad-nation-report] 


“The Pushouts” features footage  shot over more than 25 years, including a year in the life of Rios the teen gang member which was filmed during the making of the 1994 FRONTLINE documentary “School Colors,” and weaves Rios’s inspiring narrative with stories of the young people at YO! Watts. A then-and-now story of unusual intimacy and depth, the film trades narratives of tragedy and victimization for true stories of grit and resilience, highlighting the vast potential of young people to thrive when given access to meaningful opportunities and connections to adults who care.
 
“The Pushouts” director Katie Galloway, an Oakland native who went to public schools, describes the genesis of the project: “I grew up with the prison boom and most of my films have focused on the darkest aspects of the ‘justice’ and incarcerations systems. I wanted to tell a story with some good news — some hope. I learned of a young sociologist, a former gang member who by his early 20s was already doing remarkable work to challenge the school-to-prison pipeline. When I called Victor Rios and he told me he was headed to Watts for the summer to work with his own high school mentor and about 40 pushout youth, I knew it was a story I wanted to tell.”

“‘The Pushouts’ is a film that moves beyond the often negative headlines about youth of color,” says Dawn Valadez, who joined the project as co-director and impact producer. “The film illuminates the unique potential of each young person, the importance of community solutions and care, the impact of strong teachers and mentors, and the power of quality education on the lives of the most vulnerable — yet often most resilient — young people.”

About Dr. Victor Rios
Dr. Victor Rios is Associate Dean of Social Science and Professor of Sociology at the University of California, Santa Barbara. He is the author of five books including Punished: Policing the Lives of Black and Latino Boys, Project GRIT: Generating Resilience to Inspire Transformation and Human Targets: Schools, Police, and the Criminalization of Latino Youth. Based on over a decade of research, Rios created Project GRIT (Generating Resilience to Inspire Transformation), a human development program that works with educators to refine leadership, civic engagement and personal and academic empowerment in young people placed at risk. He has worked with local school districts to develop programs and curricula aimed at improving the quality of interactions between authority figures and youths. Using his personal experience of living on the streets, dropping out of school and being incarcerated as a juvenile — along with his research findings — he has developed interventions for marginalized students aimed at promoting personal transformation and civic engagement. These programs have been implemented in Los Angeles, juvenile detention facilities and alternative high schools. Dr. Rios has been featured in the Chronicle of Higher Education, the Oprah Winfrey Network and on NPR.  His TED Talk, “Help for kids the education system ignores,” has garnered over 1.3 million views.

CREDITS
Director/Writer/Producer: 			Katie Galloway
Producer/Co-Director: 			Dawn Valadez
Producer/Co-Writer: 				Daniella Brower
Senior Producer / Executive Producer: 	Sharon Tiller
——
Editor: 					Stephanie Mechura  
Cinematographer: 				Mario Furloni
Composer: 					B. Quincy Griffin
Associate Producer: 				Bo Kovitz
Field Producer: 				Serin Marshall
Executive Producer: 				Chana Ben-Dov
In association with Ford Foundation | Just Films and the Center For Investigative  Reporting

About the Filmmakers
Katie Galloway (Director/Producer/Writer), founder and principal of BIG PICTURES, is a documentary filmmaker, investigative reporter and impact producer whose work explores the intersections of institutional power, civil and human rights and political activism. Her feature documentary “The Return” (POV, 2016) is the third in her trilogy on the 21st century American justice system, which also includes “Better This World” (POV, 2011) and “Prison Town, USA” (POV, 2007). Galloway also produced and reported an award-winning trilogy of feature documentaries on the U.S. justice system for FRONTLINE in the late ‘90s: “Snitch,” “The Case for Innocence” and “Requiem for Frank Lee Smith.” Galloway’s feature documentaries have been shown at New York’s MoMA and Lincoln Center and at top festivals internationally, and have been awarded many top prizes including the Writers Guild of America’s Best Documentary Screenplay Award, Gotham Independent Film’s Best Documentary Award, an IDA Creative Achievement Award, Imagen’s Best Documentary prize and top doc prizes from Tribeca and SF International. Her work has been nominated for five national Emmys, IDA’s Best Doc prize and a Peabody.  Her short films have run in The New York Times Op-Docs, Field of Vision, The Marshall Project’s View Finder Series, PBS FRONTLINE, Mother Jones and USA Today. A three-time Sundance fellow, Galloway has also held fellowships at Fledgling Fund, Film Independent and HBO, and she was named Filmmaker in Residence at UC Berkeley’s Investigative Reporting Program. She holds a Master’s from Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism, where she later taught Documentary  Production, and a Ph.D. in Politics from UC Berkeley, where she also taught Documentary History and Theory in the Department of Media Studies.

Dawn Valadez (Producer/Co-Director) is a filmmaker, social worker, artist, youth development specialist, resource wrangler and impact strategist. Her award-winning feature documentary “Going on 13” premiered at the Tribeca Film Festival and has screened worldwide. In addition to co-helming “The Pushouts” impact campaign with Galloway, Valadez is directing and producing “Teacher Like Me,” a multi-media project coming in 2020 that will complete Valadez’s trilogy on race, class, education and coming of age in 21st century America. Valadez’s work has been awarded numerous awards and honors including the Saul Zaentz Artist Award (2017) and the Imagen Awards Best Documentary Award (2018). 
Valadez is on the producing team of Vivien Hillgrove’s personal documentary, “Vivien’s Wild Ride.”
On the board of the Bay Area Video Coalition (BAVC), Valadez advises on documentary films and public engagement campaigns and acts as a review panelist for a range of public documentary and other media funders. Raised by a Mexican farmworker/medical assistant single mother, Dawn attended L.A. public schools and was the first person in her family to graduate from high school and college. She holds a Master of Social Welfare degree from UC Berkeley and lives and works in Oakland, California. 

About VOCES 
Produced by Latino Public Broadcasting, the acclaimed PBS documentary series VOCES features the best of Latino arts, culture and history and shines a light on current issues that impact Latino Americans. Devoted to exploring the rich diversity of the Latino experience, VOCES presents new and established filmmakers and brings their powerful and illuminating stories to a national audience — on TV, online and on the PBS app. VOCES is presented by PBS SoCal and supported in part by the National Endowment for the Arts. Luis Ortiz is Series Producer; Sandie Viquez Pedlow is Executive Producer. Follow us on Facebook  and Twitter.  For complete information, visit the VOCES website.

[bookmark: _GoBack]About Latino Public Broadcasting
Latino Public Broadcasting (LPB) is the leader in the development, production, acquisition and distribution of educational and cultural media that is representative of Latino people, or addresses issues of particular interest to Latino Americans. These programs are produced for dissemination to public broadcasting stations and other public media entities. Latino Public Broadcasting provides a voice for the diverse Latino community throughout the United States and is funded by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. Latino Public Broadcasting also produces VOCES, the signature Latino arts and culture documentary series on PBS devoted to exploring the rich diversity of the Latino cultural experience. Between 2009 and 2019, LPB programs won over 125 awards, including two prestigious George Foster Peabody Awards as well as Emmys, Imagen Awards and the Sundance Film Festival Award for Best Director, Documentary. In addition, LPB has been the recipient of the Norman Lear Legacy Award and the NCLR Alma Award for Special Achievement – Year in Documentaries. Sandie Viquez Pedlow is Executive Director of LPB; Edward James Olmos is Co-founder and Chairman.

About American Graduate
Made possible by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB), the American Graduate initiative is public media’s long-term commitment to help young people succeed in school, career and life. Public media, with its unique position as a trusted resource and important partner in local communities, provides a critical platform to shine a light on pathways to graduation and successful student outcomes. National and local reporting, on air and online is helping communities understand the challenges and community-driven solutions associated with education and future successes. Public forums, town halls and community conversations have activated discussions between community leaders, educators and other stakeholders. Through American Graduate, stations have inspired citizens to get involved and become American Graduate Champions, the caring adults who very often make the difference in a young person’s life.

About CPB 
The Corporation for Public Broadcasting, a private, nonprofit corporation created by Congress in 1967, is the steward of the federal government’s investment in public broadcasting. It helps support the operations of more than 1,500 locally owned and operated public television and radio stations nationwide. CPB is also the largest single source of funding for research, technology and program development for public radio, television and related online services. For more information, visit cpb.org, follow us on Twitter @CPBmedia, Facebook and LinkedIn and subscribe for other updates.

About PBS SoCal
PBS SoCal delivers content and experiences that inspire, inform and entertain – over the air, online, in the community and in the classroom. We offer the full slate of beloved PBS programs including MASTERPIECE, NOVA, PBS NewsHour, Frontline, Independent Lens, a broad library of documentary films including works from Ken Burns; and educational PBS KIDS programs including Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood and Curious George. Our programs are accessible for free through four broadcast channels, and available for streaming at pbssocal.org, on the PBS mobile apps, and via connected TV services Android TV, Roku, Apple TV and Amazon Fire TV. PBS SoCal is a donor-supported community institution that is a part of Public Media Group of Southern California, the flagship PBS station for 19 million diverse people across California.
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