




“EL POETA” PREMIERES AS PART OF THE NEW SEASON OF VOCES ON MAY 1, 2015 ON PBS

After his only son is killed – collateral damage in the ongoing drug war – a famed Mexican poet launches an international crusade to save his country

 (
Credit: Peter Hapak
)(LOS ANGELES, CA) – Both heartbreaking and inspiring, “El Poeta” tells the story of renowned Mexican poet Javier Sicilia, who ignited mass protests and an ongoing international movement for peace after the brutal killing of his 24-year-old son Juan Francisco – collateral damage in a drug war that has left more than 100,000 dead or missing since 2006. A film by Kelly Duane de la Vega and Katie Galloway of Loteria Films, “El Poeta” premieres Friday, May 1, 2015, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET (check local listings) as part of VOCES, Latino Public Broadcasting’s arts and culture series on PBS, presented by PBS SoCaL.

After his son’s death in 2011, and with no end to the bloodshed in sight, Sicilia called on the Mexican people to protest the government’s policies, bringing more than 100,000 people to the capital to demand that the government address the devastating impact of the militarized drug war. The movement launched caravans throughout Mexico and then crossed the border to the United States, urging American citizens and lawmakers to acknowledge that America’s appetite for drugs (the U.S. constitutes 90% of the market for Mexican drugs) and loose gun laws have fueled the ongoing war. As Senator Dick Durbin says in the film, “Mexico and America are in this together and there’s enough blame to go around.” 

Filmed over the course of three years, “El Poeta” follows the journey of Sicilia and his movement as they make their way from Mexico’s most embattled cities –  Juarez, Chihuahua,  Durango and others – to the U.S. Inspired by the international movements of 1968 and the American civil rights movement, Sicilia’s “Caravan for Peace with Justice and Dignity” travel from the southwest to deep south cities including Jackson and Selma. Along the way, they meet with prominent supporters including Congressman John Lewis and UFW founder Dolores Huerta, who speaks alongside Sicilia in the national’s capitol.

Drawing on the philosophical, artistic and spiritual dimensions of Sicilia, a devout Catholic whose influences range from Ghandi to liberation theology to mystic poetry – and who was named one of Time Magazine’s People of the Year in 2011 – “El Poeta” transforms the hard news story of drugs, murder and corruption into a deeply personal examination of the impact of the ultimate loss on the human psyche – as well as the power of protest and the courage of conviction to inspire positive change. 

* * *
About the Participants, in Order of Appearance

Rubén Martínez - a native of Los Angeles and the son and grandson of immigrants from Mexico and El Salvador, Martínez is a writer, performer and teacher. He holds the Fletcher Jones Chair in Literature and Writing at Loyola Marymount University, and is an artist in residence at Stanford University’s Institute for Diversity in the Arts.

Jorge Gonzalez de Leon - Mexican poet, friend of Javier Sicilia and godfather of Juan Francisco.

Chelis López - public radio journalist based in the Bay Area.

Maria Villanueva - Mexican college student/activist.

About the Filmmakers

Loteria Films founder Kelly Duane de la Vega’s feature documentaries have screened at hundreds of film festivals worldwide, opened theatrically across the country and broadcast nationally on POV/PBS and the Documentary Channel. Her work has received the Writer’s Guild of America’s Best Documentary Screenplay Award, Gotham Independent Film’s Best Documentary Award and multiple national Emmy nominations. A recent Sundance, HBO and Film Independent Fellow, Duane de la Vega’s film Better This World won Best Documentary Feature at the San Francisco International and Sarasota Film Festivals, received an IDA Creative Achievement Award and was selected to screen at MoMA’s documentary fortnight. Her feature documentary Monumental: David Brower’s Fight for Wild America opened theatrically nationwide, was acquired by the Smithsonian for its permanent collection, and is used by more than 50 universities internationally. Duane de la Vega also has a history of producing powerful short format work for The New York Times Op-Docs, Mother Jones, and the Independent Film Channel, among others. She teaches the course Documentary Forms at the University of California, Berkeley.

Loteria Films principal Katie Galloway is a documentary director, producer, and writer whose films explore the intersections of institutional power, civil and human rights, and political activism. Better This World (POV, 2011-2012) won the WGA’s Best Documentary Screenplay Award, Best Documentary at the Gotham Independent Film Awards and an International Documentary Association Creative Recognition Award and is currently being developed as a narrative feature. Galloway’s feature documentary Prison Town, USA (POV, 2007) was developed as a fiction television series by IFC, for which she co-wrote the first three episodes. She produced and reported an award-winning trio of films on the American criminal justice system for PBS FRONTLINE: Snitch, Requiem for Frank Lee Smith, and The Case for Innocence. A two-time Sundance Fellow and HBO/Film Independent Documentary Fellow, Galloway taught documentary production at the Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism and now teaches in Media Studies at U.C. Berkeley, where she was also recently the filmmaker in residence at the Journalism School’s Investigative Reporting Program. She holds a Ph.D. in Political Science from UC Berkeley with an emphasis on Political Psychology and Public Law.

Nefertiti Kelley Farias (Producer) has produced and directed documentaries on social struggles and indigenous cultures.  Her documentary Bitter Memories (Amargos Recuerdos) has been used in universities to study and analyze the peace process in Guatemala, was selected in numerous film festivals and distributed by Latin American Video Archive (LAVA) and is now part of La Fundación del Nuevo Cine Latinoamericano (the Foundation of New Latin American Film) chaired by late Colombian writer Gabriel García Márquez in Havana, Cuba.  Among her other film works is Another (Una Mas) a short film about the femicide in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico.  

Credits
Directed by 				Katie Galloway and Kelly Duane de la Vega
Produced By				Katie Galloway
Kelly Duane de la Vega
Nefertiti Kelley
Written by 				Katie Galloway and Kelly Duane de la Vega
Editor					Ken Schneider
Co-Producer 				Becky Korman
Associate Producers			Diego Luna
Pablo Cruz
Executive Producer			Chana Ben-Dov
[bookmark: _GoBack]Executive Producer for VOCES 	Sandie Viquez Pedlow

About VOCES 
Produced by Latino Public Broadcasting, VOCES is PBS’ signature Latino arts and culture documentary showcase and the only ongoing national television series devoted to exploring and celebrating the rich diversity of the Latino cultural experience. The series is presented by PBS SoCaL and supported in part by the National Endowment for the Arts, the National Association of Latino Arts and Cultures, the Ford Foundation, and the Surdna Foundation through a grant from the NALAC Fund for the Arts Grant Program. More information about VOCES is available at VOCES on Facebook or Twitter. 

About Latino Public Broadcasting
Latino Public Broadcasting (LPB) is the leader in the development, production, acquisition, and distribution of non-commercial educational and cultural media that is representative of Latino people, or addresses issues of particular interest to Latino Americans. These programs are produced for dissemination to public broadcasting stations and other public telecommunication entities. Latino Public Broadcasting provides a voice to the diverse Latino community throughout the United States and is funded by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. Between 2009 and 2014, LPB programs won 85 awards, including the prestigious George Foster Peabody Award, two Emmys, two Imagen Awards and the Sundance Film Festival Award for Best Director, Documentary. In addition, LPB has been the recipient of the Norman Lear Legacy Award and the NCLR Alma Award for Special Achievement – Year in Documentaries. 

About PBS SoCaL
PBS SoCaL is the only station in the Greater Los Angeles area providing the full PBS schedule to Southern California and is home to all PBS program premieres as they are released nationally. As Southern California’s full-service PBS station, PBS SoCaL provides early education, access to a broad array of arts and culture, and programs for, about, and by the people of Southern California. 

PBS SoCaL is the parent to three unique broadcast channels, PBS SoCaL/KOCE-HD, PBS SoCaL Plus and PBS SoCaL World, which are dedicated to educating, entertaining and enlightening viewers throughout Southern California. PBS SoCaL offices are located in downtown LA, Century City and Costa Mesa. PBS SoCaL is proudly our communities’ largest classroom, largest stage for the arts and trusted source of information. Explore the future of PBS in Southern California at www.pbssocal.org.

###
Press Contacts:
CaraMar, Inc.
Mary Lugo		770-623-8190	 	lugo@negia.net
Cara White		843-881-1480		cara.white@mac.com
Abbe Harris		908-233-7990		abbe@caramar.net
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