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LEMON, NEW DOCUMENTARY ABOUT POET/PLAYWRIGHT LEMON ANDERSEN, TO PREMIERE AS PART OF VOCES ON PBS 

ON FRIDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2012 AT 10:00 P.M. ET
“Poetry took me in when no one else wanted to take me in — and gave me hope” 
– Lemon Andersen
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Lemon, a new documentary about the acclaimed New York poet/playwright Lemon Andersen, will have its broadcast premiere on PBS as part of Latino Public Broadcasting’s arts and culture series VOCES ON PBS on Friday, October 19, 2012, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET (check local listings), in conjunction with Hispanic Heritage Month. Produced and directed by Laura Brownson and Beth Levison, Lemon is a Russell Simmons presentation in association with Impact Partners.
A three-time felon and one-time Tony Award winner, Lemon Andersen’s deeply personal art reflects his raw upbringing on the streets of Brooklyn.  The son of a Puerto Rican mother and Norwegian-American father, both of whom succumbed to drugs and AIDS, Lemon discovered poetry while serving time. Through an unstoppable combination of talent and drive, in 2003 he miraculously found himself on Broadway, starring in Russell Simmons’ Tony Award-winning production of Def Poetry Jam.  But after six months, the show closed and the fame and money were gone as quickly as they had come.

As the film begins, Lemon has landed back in the projects, living with his wife, daughters and extended family, and desperate for a way out. He turns to the only things he has left — his pen and his story. Filmed over the course of three years, we follow Lemon as he attempts to bring his life story to the stage in a new work entitled County of Kings, while navigating the perilous world of the New York theatrical community and battling demons from his past. Shot on location in the places that shaped the man and his art, including Coney Island, the Brooklyn projects and Rikers Island, and featuring a surprise turn by Spike Lee and music by hip-hop phenomena Kanye West, Mos Def, Talib Kweli and others, Lemon brings to life the anguish of a generation of men clinging to the margins but fighting for something more — as Lemon says, “chasing normalcy.”

* * *

Produced by Latino Public Broadcasting, VOCES ON PBS is the only national television series devoted to exploring and celebrating the rich diversity of the Latino cultural experience.The series will premiere on four consecutive Friday nights at 10PM, beginning on September 28, 2012. Other films in the series are Tales of Masked Men (September 28), Escaramuza: Riding from the Heart (October 5) and Unfinished Spaces (October 12).  Funding for VOCES was provided by the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation. In addition to its national broadcast, VOCES will also be available for free viewing online via the VOCES website.  For complete information, visit www.pbs.org/voces. 
About LEMON ANDERSEN
Lemon Andersen is a performance artist, writer and Tony Award-winning poet.

In 2012 the Sundance Institute commissioned the development of ToasT, his next stage production at the Public Theater in New York City. For a decade now, Lemon’s memorable performances have rocked iconic venues including Harlem's Apollo Theater, San Francisco’s Theatre on the Square, Charleston’s Spoleto Festival, the Chicago Theatre, New York State’s Spiegeltent, and Hollywood’s Kodak and Montalban Theatres.

Spike Lee produced Lemon's coming-of-age autobiographical memoir County of Kings at the Public Theater; Lemon’s performance earned a rave review from Ben Brantley of The New York Times. Since its 2009 debut, County of Kings has been staged in the United States from coast-to-coast, in Europe and South Africa. Lemon’s published script of his County of Kings memoir was awarded the Grand Prize at the 2010 New York Book Festival.

Lemon won a Tony Award in 2003 for Def Poetry Jam, produced by Russell Simmons on Broadway and broadcast on HBO for six seasons. He earned his classically trained chops at the Public Theater’s Shakespeare Lab. As a guest instructor at the esteemed Stella Adler Studio (2011-2012), Lemon developed the first spoken-word intensive to be offered at an actors’ conservatory. He has performed and led workshops at several colleges, from the University of Wisconsin to Syracuse to UC Berkeley to Harvard. 

In 2011, Lemon was selected to join the Sundance Institute’s Playwrights Retreat and the TED organization invited him to perform at their inaugural TEDYouth event, which was live streamed to 16 countries. In the spring of 2012, Lemon traveled to Australia and New Zealand where he participated in the Sydney Writers Festival and the Auckland Writers & Readers Festival.

On the big screen, Lemon appeared opposite Denzel Washington in Spike Lee’s Inside Man and in The Soloist, with Robert Downey Jr. and Jamie Foxx. Lemon’s engaged YouTube audience totals upwards of one million video views. Awards, accolades and successes aside, Lemon Andersen is all about the work — be it scene, chapter or verse. A native New Yorker, Lemon proudly represents Brooklyn.  

About the Filmmakers

LAURA BROWNSON (Producer/Director) began her film career working with producer David Hamburger and director Sean Penn on The Crossing Guard, after which she continued working for Penn's company, Clyde Is Hungry Films. She then spent several years as an in-house production executive for Michael Douglas and Steve Reuther's Paramount based Douglas/Reuther Productions where she helped oversee films by acclaimed directors Sydney Pollack, John Woo and Francis Ford Coppola. Venturing on her own, she produced the award-winning short film Wonderland for first time director Jeffrey Blitz (Spellbound). In 1998, she reunited with Penn and director Anthony Drazan to help develop and adapt the theatrical play Hurlyburly for the screen. After several years partnering in Drazan's Milandro Pictures, she re-located to New York where her focus turned to television. She produced two films for CBS and developed countless others for HBO, Showtime, Lifetime and others. She is currently developing Brother of The Pilot with Academy Award-winning screenwriter Richard Friedenberg and producer Anthony Mastromauro.

BETH LEVISON (Producer/Director) is an independent producer/director based in New York City with nearly two decades of documentary and television experience. She has worked on projects for such outlets as ABC News, MTV, and National Geographic Television, and has enjoyed long-term relationships with both HBO and PBS. Levison was one of the creators and the Story Editor of EGG the arts show, a weekly national PBS series on contemporary visual and performing arts that received a 2002 Peabody and four 2002 national Emmy Award nominations. She was a producer on HBO's Classical Baby, which won the 2005 national Emmy for Outstanding Children's Program and a 2005 Peabody.  She was a producer on HBO’s A Child’s Garden of Poetry that won the 2010 Emmy for Outstanding Children’s Program.  Levison spent a year at Sundance Channel overseeing various original programming, was the senior producer and a director of the PBS series e2 design, and is currently working as the supervising producer of documentary shorts for Etsy.com.
About Latino Public Broadcasting
Latino Public Broadcasting is the leader in the development, production, acquisition and distribution of non-commercial educational and cultural media that is representative of Latino people, or addresses issues of particular interest to Latino Americans. These programs are produced for dissemination to public broadcasting stations and other public telecommunication entities. Latino Public Broadcasting provides a voice to the diverse Latino community throughout the United States and is funded by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. More information about VOCES is available at VOCES on Facebook or Twitter.
About PBS

PBS, with its nearly 360 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content. Each month, PBS reaches 124 million people through television and 20 million people online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front-row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. PBS’ premier children’s TV programming and its website, pbskids.org, are parents’ and teachers’ most trusted partners in inspiring and nurturing curiosity and love of learning in children. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the Internet, or by following PBS on Twitter, Facebook or through our apps for mobile devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS Pressroom on Twitter
*   *   *
