[image: A collage of a person

Description automatically generated with low confidence]



[image: A picture containing drawing

Description automatically generated]


New Season of Latino Public Broadcasting’s
VOCES Premieres on PBS October-November 2021

(LOS ANGELES, CA) — Latino Public Broadcasting (LPB) today announced that a new season of its signature series VOCES will premiere on PBS in October/November as part of its celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month. Featured are Fruits of Labor, a co-presentation of VOCES and POV that follows a California teenager working towards graduation while toiling in the fields to support her family; Lights, Camera, Acciòn, an up-to-the-minute look at Latinx representation in Hollywood; Letters to Eloisa, a moving portrait of a once-heralded gay Cuban writer who was silenced by the revolution; and American Exile, about two Mexican-American brothers—Vietnam veterans—who are facing deportation despite their military service.

“We’re proud to be presenting these four very unique documentaries on VOCES this Fall,” says Sandie Viquez Pedlow, executive producer of VOCES and executive director of Latino Public Broadcasting. “Both Fruits of Labor and American Exile powerfully depict the very human toll that immigration policies can have on families while Letters to Eloisa and Lights, Camera, Acciòn spotlight the power that artists— be they filmmakers, actors, or writers—can have on our shared culture.”

The films are:

Fruits of Labor – Monday, October 4, 10-11PM ET (check local listings)
Directed by Emily Cohen Ibañez 
A co-production of POV and Latino Public Broadcasting, co-presented by POV and VOCES 
Ashley, a Mexican-American teenager, dreams of graduating high school but increased ICE raids in her community threaten the family’s stability since her mother is undocumented. Forced to become the family’s primary breadwinner, she works long days in the strawberry fields and the night shift at a food processing factory while still trying to study. Set in a small agricultural town on the central coast of California, Fruits of Labor is a coming-of-age story about a determined young woman traversing the seen and unseen forces that threaten to keep her family trapped in poverty.  

Lights, Camera, Acciòn – Tuesday, October 5, airing immediately following the broadcast of American Masters — Rita Moreno: Just a Girl Who Decided to Go For It at 9 p.m. (check local listings)
Directed by Ben DeJesus
A co-presentation of AMERICAN MASTERS and VOCES 
Lights, Camera, Acción is a celebration of the incredible impact Latinos have made in Hollywood — past, present and future, with a focus on the exciting new wave of talent that is blazing their own trail in the industry. Featuring prominent Latinx voices in film and television, this special captures the candid perspectives of talent from in front of and behind the camera, as they share their personal journeys and outlook on the future. Included are actors Edward James Olmos, John Leguizamo, Eva Longoria, Jimmy Smits, Gina Torres, Justina Machado and Xolo Maridueña (Cobra Kai); showrunners Tanya Saracho (Vida), Peter Murrieta (Mr. Iglesias) and Marvin Lemus (Gentefied), and more. Lights, Camera, Acciòn will air immediately following the premiere of AMERICAN MASTERS: Rita Moreno: Just a Girl Who Decided to Go for It on Tuesday, October 5 at 9 p.m. on PBS (check local listings).

VOCES: Letters to Eloisa – Friday, October 15, 10-11PM ET (check local listings)
Directed by Adriana Bosch
Letters to Eloisa brings to life the story of the Cuban poet, essayist, and novelist José Lezama Lima, an all but forgotten figure of the Latin American literary boom that included Julio Cortázar, Gabriel García Márquez, Octavio Paz and Mario Vargas Llosa. Lezama’s semi-autobiographical opus Paradiso, which included homoerotic passages, broke the silence on homosexuality in Cuba and sent shockwaves throughout the Spanish-speaking literary world. It also set its author on a collision course with the Cuban Revolutionary government. Told through letters written by Lezama to his sister in exile, the film is a haunting portrait of the writer’s life, his struggle for artistic freedom, and tragic end. Presented by PBS SoCal.

VOCES: American Exile – Tuesday, November 16, 10-11PM ET (check local listings)
Directed by John J. Valadez and Carleen L. Hsu
As teenagers, Valente Valenzuela and his brother Manuel volunteered and were sent to fight in Vietnam. They came home decorated, but were also physically and psychologically scarred. Now, some 50 years later, they’ve received notices of deportation. Shocked and confused, the brothers soon learn they are not alone and that thousands of veterans are being deported because of misdemeanor offenses after completing their service in the armed forces. Together, they decide to don their uniforms for one last fight, this time as veteran’s rights activists. Filmed over the course of seven years, American Exile is a deeply personal film about two unforgettable men seeking justice for themselves and the many others in their situation. Presented by PBS SoCal and WKAR Public Media/East Lansing.

VOCES will be available for streaming concurrent with broadcast on all station-branded PBS platforms, including PBS.org and the PBS Video App, available on iOS, Android, Roku streaming devices, Apple TV, Android TV, Amazon Fire TV, Samsung Smart TV, Chromecast and VIZIO. PBS station members can view many series, documentaries and specials via PBS Passport. For more information about PBS Passport, visit the PBS Passport FAQ website.

About VOCES 
Produced by Latino Public Broadcasting, the acclaimed PBS documentary series VOCES features the best of Latino arts, culture and history and shines a light on current issues that impact Latino Americans. Devoted to exploring the rich diversity of the Latino experience, VOCES presents new and established filmmakers and brings their powerful and illuminating stories to a national audience — on TV, online and on the PBS app. VOCES is supported in part by the National Endowment for the Arts. Luis Ortiz is series producer; Sandie Viquez Pedlow is executive producer. Follow us on Facebook and Twitter.  
About Latino Public Broadcasting 
Latino Public Broadcasting (LPB) is the leader in the development, production, acquisition and distribution of film and digital cultural media that is representative of Latino people or addresses issues of particular interest to Latino Americans. These programs are produced for dissemination to public broadcasting stations and other public media entities. Providing a voice for the diverse Latino community throughout the United States, Latino Public Broadcasting is funded by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. LPB also produces the acclaimed PBS documentary series VOCES, exploring the rich diversity of the Latino experience. VOCES presents new and established filmmakers and brings their powerful and illuminating stories to a national audience — on TV, online and on the PBS app.
Between 2009 and 2020, LPB programs won over 130 awards, including three prestigious George Foster Peabody Awards as well as Emmys, Imagen Awards and the Sundance Film Festival Award for Best Director, Documentary. LPB has been the recipient of the Norman Lear Legacy Award and the NCLR Alma Award for Special Achievement – Year in Documentaries. Sandie Viquez Pedlow is executive director of LPB; Edward James Olmos is co-founder and chairman.

###
Press Contacts:
CaraMar, Inc.
Mary Lugo		770-851-8190	 	lugo@negia.net
Cara White		843-881-1480		cara.white@mac.com
Abbe Harris		908-244-5516		abbe.harris@caramar.net
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