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Journey to the heart of the magical city during a
WEEKEND IN HAVANA

Premieres Tuesday, July 18, 2017 at 8:00 pm ET on PBS
and wttw.com/weekendinhavana
as part of the “PBS Summer of Adventure” 

[image: ]CHICAGO, IL  – Travel with host Geoffrey Baer to explore the heart of Cuba’s magical capital city, now open to American tourists after more than 50 years. Three young locals — architect and restorationist Daniel de la Regata; Irene Rodriguez, one of Cuba’s top flamenco dancers; and Grammy-nominated jazz pianist Roberto Fonseca — serve as enthusiastic guides, allowing viewers to experience this vibrant and historic place through the eyes of those who love it and call it home. Produced by WTTW Chicago, directed by Leo Eaton, co-written by Eaton and Geoffrey Baer, and produced by Donn Rogosin, Dan Soles and Hugo Perez, WEEKEND IN HAVANA premieres Tuesday, July 18, 2017, 8:00-9:00 p.m. (check local listings) on PBS. Also available for viewing on wttw.com/weekendinhavana, the documentary is part of the “PBS Summer of Adventure,” a lineup of programs designed to take families on exciting adventures around the world.

Geoffrey, host of the 10 THAT CHANGED AMERICA series about game-changing buildings, homes, parks, and towns as well as more than 20 specials on Chicago history and architecture, takes to the streets of Havana with his guides and new fast friends, Daniel, Irene, and Roberto. After meeting up at a café in Cathedral Plaza in Old Havana, he is given a whirlwind tour of Cuba’s fascinating and colorful history, a hands-on introduction to Afro-Cuban music and dance, a primer on Havana’s varied architecture and efforts being made to restore many of the city’s ruins, and an inside look at how everyday Cubans live in this “old city trying to find its place in the modern world,” a land off-limits to Americans for decades.

The immersive website for WEEKEND IN HAVANA (wttw.com/weekendinhavana) will take visitors on a weekend tour in text, sound, images, video and VR/360 around Havana. The mobile tour explores the culture, sights, and Cuban rhythms of this unique and mysterious place. Also featured will be side trips to visit Hemingway’s Cuba, see how Cuban cigars are made, learn how to make the perfect mojito, explore baseball in Cuba, and a timeline of US/Cuba relations. Geoffrey Baer’s travel journal will feature his favorite photos and memories from the trip. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Guided by his new friends, Geoffrey witnesses the nightly firing of the cannon at the fortress of San Carlos de la Cabana; visits Plaza de Armas, the city’s first public square; rides in a 1950s-era red Chevrolet on a journey through Havana’s breathtaking but sometimes crumbling architecture; and meets an auto mechanic charged with keeping many of Havana’s vintage automobiles in running order. He also takes a wild ride in a “coco taxi,” a small yellow vehicle sans seatbelts that looks like a coconut, and gets an overview of the vivid local arts scene, which includes street musicians along El Malecón’s crowded sea wall. He dines in one of the city’s many paladars (intimate family restaurants in what were once private homes), and hobnobs with the fashionable young crowd at La Fabrica, a series of art galleries, bars and performance spaces located in an old factory. 
 
Geoffrey also visits a ruined sugar plantation where African slaves once toiled and takes part in a present-day Santeria ritual in a private home. From Roberto and his band, Geoffrey gets a quick tutorial on Afro-Cuban percussion at the famous Studio Areito, one of the oldest surviving recording studios in the world. After a visit to the U.S. Embassy, Geoffrey watches young athletes taking part in America’s and Cuba’s joint national pastime, baseball, unearths some reminders of the turbulent Cuban Revolution era, and is granted rare access to one of Havana’s most important restoration projects: El Capitolio, Cuba’s Capitol building, modeled after the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C. He also imbibes at one of Ernest Hemingway’s favorite watering holes and boats out to the small fishing village of Cojimar, the setting for The Old Man and the Sea, where he tours Hemingway’s house with co-producer Hugo Perez.

Geoffrey checks out the glitzy floorshow at the Tropicana nightclub, and ends his journey at La Guarida’s rooftop piano bar, perched atop a crumbling mansion. With Roberto’s band playing in the background, he reflects on the new understanding he has gained of Havana. “This production was unlike any other,” said Geoffrey, “a journey I will never forget. I really feel that I left a piece of my heart in Havana, along with the wonderful friends I made and the magical experiences they gave me. I hope audiences enjoy this trip as much as I did!” 

“For me, this is a show about the spirit of the people of Havana,” said director/writer Leo Eaton. “Their warmth and hospitality — especially from our guides — made this film possible, and it was a real pleasure to tell their story.”

For Executive Producer Dan Soles, Senior Vice President and Chief Television Content Officer at WTTW in Chicago, this project was a dream come true. “As a second generation Cuban-American, travelling to Havana meant so much. It was a thrill to see this amazing place with my own eyes and meet some of the remarkable people leading Cuba into the future.”

WEEKEND IN HAVANA is directed by Leo Eaton, hosted by Geoffrey Baer, co-written by Leo Eaton and Geoffrey Baer, and produced by Donn Rogosin and Hugo Perez. The Executive Producer is Dan Soles. 

WEEKEND IN HAVANA is made possible, in part, by The Joseph & Bessie Feinberg Foundation.

About the Guides

Daniel de la Regata is a well-known Cuban architect involved in the restoration of Havana; he is an expert on the city’s history and architecture and a frequent tour guide for educators and others visiting the island.

Roberto Fonseca is a world-renowned pianist famous for fusing Latin jazz, urban music and African rhythms with the sounds of his heritage. Instrumental in the global renaissance of Cuban music, he toured with the acclaimed Buena Vista Social Club and has recorded several solo albums and performs around the globe.

Irene Rodriguez, a dancer, director and choreographer and the winner of the 2012 Ibero American Choreography Award, is the founder of Havana's Irene Rodriquez Company. Her most recent show, Amaranto, premiered at the Alicia Alonso Gran Teatro de La Habana in March 2017 and Rodriguez and her company have performed in the U.S. and abroad.


About the Host and Filmmakers

Host Geoffrey Baer is an Emmy-winning producer, writer and host known for his masterful storytelling, conversational style and contagious enthusiasm. Nationally, Geoffrey hosted the acclaimed 2013 production 10 Buildings that Changed America, and, in 2016, the three-part series 10 that Changed America, as well as a series of documentaries on well-known architects. Geoffrey has also served as the host and writer of numerous extraordinarily popular WTTW tours of the Chicago area’s architecture and history. His special The Foods of Chicago: A Delicious History was nominated for a James Beard Award. Geoffrey appears regularly on WTTW’s flagship nightly newsmagazine program CHICAGO TONIGHT, and has been a docent tour guide for the Chicago Architecture Foundation since 1987.

Writer/director Leo Eaton is a two-time National Emmy-award winning filmmaker responsible for hundreds of hours of primetime documentaries and children’s programs for American and international TV networks. Recent work for PBS includes the 6-hour series SACRED JOURNEYS (with Bruce Feiler) in 2015, and ARTS & THE MIND (with Lisa Kudrow) in 2013. He is Executive Producer of THE STORY OF CHINA (with British historian Michael Wood) premiering on PBS in June 2017. In 2002 Eaton wrote and directed CLASSIC AMERICAN CARS OF CUBA for PBS.

Producer Donn Rogosin has produced music programming and documentaries for public broadcasting, including Fiesta Mexicana, Pearl Buck: The Woman Who Embraced The World, Satchel Paige: Defying Time, and There Was Always Sun Shining Someplace, a definitive documentary history of the Negro baseball leagues. He is a past Chairman of the New York Humanities Council.

Co-Producer Hugo Perez is a filmmaker and writer whose work often focuses on his Cuban heritage. He is the recipient of the 2009 Estela Award for Documentary Filmmaking presented by the National Association of Latino Independent Producers. Perez has studied writing with Gabriel Garcia Marquez and his writing has been featured in the New York Times Magazine and Salon, and his films have screened at venues such as MoMA and the Smithsonian.

Executive Producer Dan Soles is Senior Vice President and Chief Television Content Officer at WTTW in Chicago. Dan has been at WTTW since 1995, and is responsible for the production, acquisition and scheduling of all programming at WTTW. Dan serves on the boards of Free Spirit Media and Latino Public Broadcasting. He has also been active on a number of advisory boards that involve productions from PBS, American Public Television and ITVS. Dan has served as President of the Public Television Programmers Association.

WEEKEND IN HAVANA is part of “PBS Summer of Adventure,” taking viewers and their families on an adventure around the world this season. The lineup of history, science and natural history programming includes the six-part series THE STORY OF CHINA, an exploration of China’s 4,000-year history featuring Michael Wood beginning June 20. The five-part program BIG PACIFIC, starting June 21, reveals the Pacific Ocean’s most guarded secrets. Following BIG PACIFIC on June 21, GREAT YELLOWSTONE THAW is a three-part series showcasing the stories of different animal families as they attempt to survive the toughest spring on Earth. On July 12, the three-part NATURE’S GREAT RACE explores the most astounding migrations on earth. RARE – CREATURES OF THE PHOTO ARK, beginning July 18, follows National Geographic photographer Joel Sartore in three episodes as he documents the world’s species at risk of extinction. In WILD ALASKA LIVE, airing live over three nights beginning July 23, witness a must-see natural spectacle as thousands of the world’s wildest animals gather to take part in Alaska’s amazing summer feast. On August 2, IRELAND’S WILD COAST takes viewers on a one-hour journey along the island’s rugged Atlantic coast. Summer of Adventure will also include PBS KIDS programming, featuring three new one-hour specials: NATURE CAT: OCEAN COMMOTION (premieres June 19), WILD KRATTS ALASKA: HERO’S JOURNEY (premieres Monday, July 24) and READY JET GO!: RETURN TO BORTRON 7 (premieres August 14).

WTTW Chicago produces and presents a wide array of engaging content for the national public media system, with series and specials on education, politics, public affairs, science, business, arts and entertainment, history, travel, how-to, and religion. In addition to its landmark music series Soundstage, other WTTW Chicago series include 10 that Changed America and other architecture specials with Geoffrey Baer, MEXICO — One Plate at a Time with Rick Bayless, and the new animated series Nature Cat. WTTW Chicago has also served as the national presenting station for a numerous other programs across a variety of genres. For more information, please visit wttw.com/national.

PBS, with nearly 350 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and digital content. Each month, PBS reaches nearly 100 million people through television and nearly 28 million people online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. Decades of research confirms that PBS’ premier children’s media service, PBS KIDS, helps children build critical literacy, math and social-emotional skills, enabling them to find success in school and life. Delivered through member stations, PBS KIDS offers high-quality educational content on TV – including a new 24/7 channel, online at pbskids.org, via an array of mobile apps and in communities across America. More information about PBS is available at pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the internet, or by following PBS on Twitter, Facebook or through our apps for mobile and connected devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS Pressroom on Twitter.
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