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Nelson Figueras
Bio

[image: Image may contain: 1 person, sky and outdoor]In the spring of 1961, nine-year-old Nelson Figueras and his younger brother fled Cuba, two of the 14,000 children who came to the United States on flights organized by the Catholic Welfare Bureau and the underground network in Cuba as part of Operation Pedro Pan. 
Nelson’s father, initially a supporter of the Cuban Revolution, had been executed under Fidel Castro’s regime in September 1961 for his involvement in a counter-revolutionary movement. Fearful for her children, Nelson’s mother seized the opportunity to get her sons out of the country, not knowing when she would see them again.
It would be five years before Nelson’s mother was able to come to the U.S. and find her sons. In the meantime, Nelson and his brother were taken in and shown love and kindness by complete strangers. 
Nelson is searching for the young Mexican-American family who took him in. Based in Washington state, they had three children and another on the way, but looked after Nelson and his brother for a year, giving them a taste of what a safe family life could be. He never forgot their kindness and generosity and believes they helped shape a positive future for him in America.
Nelson is now 66 and lives in New York with his partner. He is a father of two and grandfather of four. 
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