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WE’LL MEET AGAIN
Season 2

Michele Wiley
Bio

Michele Wiley was born and raised in Anchorage, Alaska. She grew up as an only child, living with her mother and father in the area of Turnagain-By-The-Sea. Michele has fond memories of playing as a little girl on the ice rinks with her friends in the neighborhood and cycling down to the bluff.
In 1964, Michele was seven years old, and she remembers March 27th vividly. It was Good Friday and she spent the day with her friend and neighbor, Gretchen Young. Michele remembers going to the local ice rink with Gretchen as they often did. When the girls got too cold they returned to Gretchen’s house to get warm.
At 5:36 p.m., the largest earthquake ever to strike North America hit Alaska. Gretchen’s mother, Dorothy Young, gathered the girls in her arms and made sure they stayed safe while the home shook violently around them.   

After the earthquake, police went door-to-door telling families they had to leave immediately for their own safety. Michele’s family went to an emergency evacuation center in Anchorage, while Gretchen’s family moved; they never saw each other again. But Michele never forgot the kindness of her childhood friend and her mother during the earthquake. 
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Michele went on to become a mother and a grandmother, and still lives in Anchorage.
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