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Jim Owen
Bio

Born in San Antonio, Texas, Jim Owen joined the Marines at age 19 in 1950, inspired by the heroic tales of men from World War II. The idea of belonging to a brotherhood appealed to Jim, who was adopted and an only child. But he never anticipated that soon after he signed up, the United States would enter the war in Korea. 
A year later and newly married, Jim was sent to Korea in January 1951. Flown over to replace the decimated numbers of U.S. troops after the Chosin Reservoir campaign that winter, he was assigned to Love Battery, an artillery battery in the 1st Marine Division. Two months later Jim’s unit was part of a spring offensive to recapture Seoul and reclaim lost territory from the North Korean and Chinese forces.
Jim experienced the Chinese counter-offensive firsthand. Dug into the mud and operating his 150mm howitzer gun, it was his job to pull the lanyard firing shells at the enemy. In the heat of battle, Jim was able to recognize the heroism of two selfless First Lieutenants — Rice and Coffeen — as they dodged incoming artillery fire to ensure the safety and morale of their men.  
Following the war, Jim attended college and seminary in Dallas and Ft. Worth and became a pastor. He served in churches in Texas, New Mexico and Florida before retiring and now lives near Houston with his wife and childhood sweetheart Mary. Inspired by his father’s story, Jim’s eldest son also went on to become a Marine.
The Korean War has been called the “Forgotten War,” but Jim wants to find the two lieutenants and their families and let them know that they are not forgotten. 
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