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WE’LL MEET AGAIN

Tony Ybarra
Bio

Born in Monterey, California, Tony Ybarra was a gunnersmate in the U.S. Naval Reserves when the Korean War started. He enlisted in the U.S. Navy in October 1950 and was informed that his unit would soon be activated and sent to Korea.

He trained as a Hospital Corpsman in San Diego from January through March 1951 and went aboard the USS Haven in September 1951. In October 1951 he was transferred to the Consolation, an enormous hospital ship that could hold up to 800 patients. 
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Hospital ships would make history in the Korean War, as this marked the first time the U.S. military transported the wounded from the battlefield directly to hospital ships via helicopter. Fresh out of training, Tony had to quickly learn how to help in surgery under the extreme pressure of massive incoming combat casualties.

During the grueling hours, exhausting conditions and grim trauma, Tony was helped by his friend and fellow corpsman T.J. Wilkes, who helped him keep his cool and sense of humor during some dark times. But he lost touch with T.J. after July 1953 when he was transferred to the Marine Serpent, a troop transport ship.

After discharge from the Navy, Tony attended the University of California, Berkeley, and graduated in 1957. He taught elementary school and high school, first in Mendocino County and then in San Jose, California. Now 88, Tony recently celebrated 67 years of marriage to his wife, Billie. He’s been reflecting on his life and would like to find the friend who boosted his spirits during the war.
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