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Bruce Grable
Bio

Born in Uniontown, Pennsylvania,  Bruce Grable never dreamed of being a helicopter pilot, let alone a veteran with a 20-year military career. But when he was drafted into the Vietnam War, a new career path opened for him. 
After attending Beth-Center High School and California University of Pennsylvania, Bruce was drafted in the army and sent straight to infantry training school. He was then assigned to Basic Flight School at Fort Wolters, Texas, followed by advanced flight training at Fort Rucker, Alabama, where he specialized in piloting the CH-47 Chinook helicopter. 
In December 1971, at the age of 24, Bruce was sent to Vietnam, one of 40,000 helicopter pilots who served throughout the conflict. He was a member of the Army’s 147th Assault Support Helicopter Company, nicknamed the Hill Climbers. The most memorable moment of his tour was on July 5, 1972, when he and his crew entered Cambodia in a CH-47 Chinook, the Army’s largest helicopter (approximately two school buses stacked two high) to rescue six men from enemy fire. For his bravery, Bruce received the Distinguished Flying Cross, one of the proudest achievements of his life. This rescue was not Bruce’s only close call; he survived other enemy assaults during his time in Vietnam and received several awards for his service. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]After completing his 12-month tour in Vietnam, Bruce wasn’t home long before he was sent to Germany and promoted to Captain. He spent three years overseas before returning to the US in 1977, where he later served in Grenada with the 18th Airborne Corps.  He attended various Army schools to include the Army Command and General College, the Army Intelligence School and the Army Fixed-wing qualification Course. He continued his career working his way up the ranks and retiring as the Executive Officer for the 10th Aviation Brigade in1990. 
Bruce has two sons Brent and Tyler from his previous marriage to Loretta Kay Floyd, who was a victim of cancer in 2008. He now lives with his wife Diane and son John in South Carolina. Brent manages Bruce’s family business, RRB Inc. in Watertown, New York, allowing Bruce to retire. 
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