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Dr. Mayer Katz
Bio

Born on May 6, 1937, in Baltimore, Maryland, Dr. Mayer Katz is a retired vascular surgeon who has dedicated his life to helping others. He has made it his mission to give patients personal attention and care – they’re patients for life. 

Dr. Katz earned his undergraduate degree at Johns Hopkins University and his medical degree at the University of Maryland in Baltimore. He did his surgical internship at the University of California Hospital in San Francisco and completed a residency in surgery at Boston City Hospital. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In the midst of the Vietnam War, his surgical skills were desperately needed, and Dr. Katz was deployed overseas. He served as Captain and surgeon in the Mobile Army Surgical Hospital (MASH) program in Vietnam from July 1967 to August 1968, performing over 375 operations, keeping detailed logs of each patient’s name, operation, and outcome. On one occasion Dr. Katz was required to remove a live grenade from a soldier’s cheek – a grenade that could have exploded at any time. For this, he was awarded the prestigious Soldier’s Medal, one of the highest commendations for those not serving on the frontlines. 

Upon returning to the U.S., Dr. Katz established a vascular program at Beloit Memorial Hospital in Wisconsin. He was recruited to Beebe Healthcare in 1989 to develop a vascular program in Lewes, Delaware. He retired from vascular surgery at the age of 81 in May 2018, after 28 years at Beebe Healthcare.

Upon retiring, Dr. Katz’s wife Nancy asked what he wanted to do with his spare time. His answer was simple: he hoped to trace all the men whose surgeries were recorded in his Vietnam log books 50 years ago. His greatest regret is not knowing what happened to these men after the war. Hearing from his former patient Roger Wagner was a welcome surprise for Dr. Katz and additional motivation for him to reconnect with his former patients. 
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