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WE’LL MEET AGAIN
Season 2

Ben Alalouf
Bio

Ben Alalouf, 77, was born in a bomb shelter in Skopje, Yugoslavia, now Macedonia, as the German Army invaded in spring 1941. The younger of two brothers in a Jewish family, Ben and his family spent three years in hiding, first in Albania; when it became unsafe there, the family made their way on foot and by boat to Italy, desperately searching for a way out of Europe and away from the Nazis.

The Alaloufs were able to book passage on a ship bound for Spain and England, but the ship sunk after hitting a German mine. An Allied military ship headed for Naples rescued the family after finding them clinging to the side of a lifeboat. From there the Alaloufs set about searching for other ways of escaping Europe. 
 
After the Allies liberated Italy in June 1944, President Franklin D. Roosevelt commissioned an Army ship, Henry Gibbins, to transport surviving Holocaust refugees to the United States for temporary residence. Leaving Naples on July 21, the ship carried about 1800 wounded American soldiers and just under 1000 refugees. It arrived in New York on August 3.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Classified as temporary guests, the refugees lived behind barbed wire in a former military base in Oswego, New York, and had to sign a contract stating that they would return to their countries at the end of the war. Hundreds of families were thrown together in this makeshift community of refugees, and it was here that Ben met “Seka,” a fellow child refugee whose family lived in a neighboring cabin. The families became close friends. 

Seven months after the war was over, President Harry S. Truman allowed the refugees — who had no real home to which to return — to apply for US citizenship. In 1946 Ben and his family began a new life, settling in Brooklyn, New York. His father’s first job was selling hotdogs on Coney Island, and Ben shined shoes outside subway stations. 

Ben has lived life to the fullest, working as a high school administrator and running marathons. Today he is a father, and he and his wife Martha split their time between Naples, Florida, and Nashville, Tennessee.
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