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WE’LL MEET AGAIN
Season 2

Lynn Rippelmeyer
Bio

[image: ]Lynn Rippelmeyer grew up on an Illinois farm and received her college degree in English Education and Psychology at the University of Illinois. After working as a teacher, she was hired to be a TWA flight attendant in 1972 and moved to New York. Lynn loved watching the pilots at work and the world of flight but assumed there was some legitimate reason that women were not allowed to be commercial airline pilots. When friends in Vermont offered flying lessons, she seized the opportunity and found she had a passion for flying. Over the next five years, she received the required training to become an instructor and charter pilot in Miami. She also returned to school to get her pilot flight engineer rating. 

In 1976, the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission had begun including airlines in their fair-hiring requirements. Air Illinois, a small commuter airline with 20 pilots, decided they needed two females and hired Lynn as a Twin Otter first officer and Emilie Jones as a captain. Concerned that customers would be worried with two women at the controls, Emilie and Lynn were told they could not fly together. There had to be a male present in case anything went wrong, and to keep from scaring the passengers away. 

On the stormy day of December 30, 1977, Lynn and Emilie were the only pilots able to get to the airport. With no other options, the women were allowed to fly the plane together but told not to make any announcements and to keep the cockpit door closed. Fighting through the stormy weather, Emilie and Lynn successfully flew that day’s schedule of six flights, making history as the first all-female crew for a scheduled airline. They were then scheduled to fly together on a regular basis until Lynn left to fly for TWA as a B727 flight engineer one year later.

[bookmark: _GoBack]There, she became the first person in the airline industry to transition from flight attendant to pilot; she also became the first female pilot to fly a Boeing 747 (1980); and the first female to captain a 747 transatlantic flight (1984). Years later (2000s) inspired by her daily flights to Honduras as a B737 Captain and single mom, Lynn founded ROSE, the Roatán Support Effort, a nonprofit charitable organization that collects, transports and delivers donated supplies and equipment to Roatán  Honduras. 

Lynn believes that the wonderful career and amazing life she enjoys would not have been possible without her mentors, one of whom was the first female captain she ever met, Emilie Jones. 
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