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‘WHEN WORLDS COLLIDE’ PREMIERES MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 ON PBS AND ILLUMINATES THE BIRTH OF LATINO CULTURE THROUGH THE UNTOLD STORY OF THE AMERICAS AFTER COLUMBUS 

Los Angeles, CA — July 21, 2010 — WHEN WORLDS COLLIDE, premiering on PBS during Hispanic Heritage Month on Monday, September 27 at 9:00 p.m. ET/PT, presents a vivid exploration of the first century after the “Old World” encountered the “New World.” Host Rubén Martínez, Emmy® Award-winning journalist, author of the acclaimed Crossing Over: A Mexican Family on the Migrant Trail (Picador) and a leading voice in the highly charged immigration debate, takes a new look at the origins of today’s Latino culture through the largely untold story of what happened in the Americas after Columbus.

The story begins on the streets of Los Angeles in 2010 and travels to Spain and Latin America, where contact first occurred between Spanish conquistadors and native peoples. By the time the Spanish arrived, Indigenous civilization had developed a sophisticated society, including advanced architectural, agricultural and textile practices that in many ways surpassed those of the invaders. This epic odyssey traces the impact that these and many other “New World” innovations had on the “Old World” during an era almost always described as “the conquest.” In reality, the most important consequence of the era was the radical change that both worlds experienced, resulting in an entirely new “mestizo” or mixed culture, an important part of the heritage of more than 30 million Latinos in the U.S. today. 

“This film is a modern journey through the centuries that traces the roots of Latino culture,” says Martínez. “Although the term ‘Latino’ is used almost exclusively in the United States, we discover how combined elements of the Old World and New World, two civilizations that developed completely independent of one another, merged into a richly complex ‘mestizo’ or mixed culture. Many fundamental aspects of our daily lives are the result of the enormous impact these two cultures had on each other – from religious traditions to culinary techniques to questions of identity.” 

Directed by Emmy Award-winning filmmaker Carl Byker (Andrew Jackson: Good, Evil and the Presidency, Frontline “The Meth Epidemic,” American Experience “Woodrow Wilson”) and co-written by Martínez and Byker, this 90-minute documentary traces milestone events during the 16th century and illustrates how the New World radically transformed the Old. The transatlantic exchange of ideas, religious beliefs and people led to innovations that remain with us to this day. WHEN WORLDS COLLLIDE visits trendy restaurants in Madrid to learn how Indigenous Americans genetically engineered corn and how New World tomatoes and potatoes made their way to European kitchens. In Oaxaca, Mexico, we discover how inventors in the New World revolutionized the Old World textile industry by mass-producing a true red dye. From the architectural splendor of Toledo, Spain, we learn how New World gold and silver helped to establish the concept of modern capitalism with the invention of the “juro,” the first interest-paying government bond. An ancestor of today’s treasury bill, the juro attracted investors because it was secured by riches mined in the New World.

The film also travels from the city of Granada in Spain, which was conquered by Ferdinand and Isabella, to the spiritual retreat of Machu Picchu, built by the Incas in Peru; from the Cerro del Tepeyac of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico to the Escorial, the breathtaking palace built by Philip II outside Madrid. WHEN WORLDS COLLIDE weaves an extraordinary and unexpected story of the foundation of modern Latino culture.  In a convent in Cuzco, Peru, historians discuss the first sons and daughters of Spanish men and Inca women.  High in the mountains of eastern Mexico, the descendants of African slaves reveal a presence of not only two worlds, but three in the Americas.  In Potosi, Bolivia, art scholars consider 16th and 17th century artists of mixed ancestry to be among the greatest pluralistic achievements in human history.

WHEN WORLDS COLLIDE will be supported a comprehensive Web site that includes in-depth information about the history of the mestizo culture. The Web site (pbs.org/when-worlds-collide) will launch in September, with a preview available beginning August 4. In addition to chronicling the film’s seven chapters – from an overview of Indigenous American life to the fall of the Spanish Empire – the site also will feature narrative explanations, film clips, image galleries, maps and an interactive timeline.
A wide variety of educational materials will also be made available on the WHEN WORLDS COLLIDE Web site. The film’s educational resources offer a sweeping look at the Spanish conquest of the New World, with a focus on the political, economic and cultural effects on both Spain and the Americas.  Suitable in both middle and high school world history classes, the curriculum includes an examination of the intricate mestizo culture, the development of the Latin America caste-like system, the transformation of New World religion and more.  Furthermore, the educational plan’s close analysis of the consequences of Old World and New World exchange proves useful in Advanced Placement World History and Advanced Placement European History. 
WHEN WORLDS COLLIDE is a co-production of KCET Los Angeles and Red Hill Productions. The documentary will premiere on PBS stations Monday, September 27, at 9:00 p.m. Carl Byker is executive producer and director; writers are Rubén Martínez and Carl Byker. Editor is John Warren. Cinematography is by Mitch Wilson, and music is by Christopher Hedge. Executive in charge of production is Karen Hunte.  

Corporate funding is provided by the National Endowment for the Humanities, Arthur Vining Davis Foundations, Deluxe Corporation Foundation and Tourespana Tourism Boards of Andalucia and Madrid. Additional support is provided by PBS. 
About Carl Byker

Documentary filmmaker Carl Byker has won the Primetime Emmy for best non-fiction series of the year, two Columbia School of Journalism Dupont awards, two Independent Documentary Association awards for best series of the year, the Kodak “Vision Award” from the Producers' Guild of America, and the Peabody award. His films have also been nominated five times by the Writers’ Guild of America for best non-fiction television script of the year and have won the award twice. Carl’s films include: Andrew Jackson: Good, Evil and the Presidency, The Meth Epidemic, The New Heroes, Kingdom of David: The Saga of the Israelites, Woodrow Wilson, Chasing the Sun, The Duel, The Tree of Life, The Great War and the Shaping of the 20th Century, The Human Quest, The Fight for Democracy and Power in the Pacific.
About Rubén Martínez
Rubén Martínez is an award-winning journalist, author and performer. He holds the Fletcher Jones Chair in Literature & Writing at Loyola Marymount University. His essays, opinions and reportage have appeared in such publications as the New York Times, Washington Post, Los Angeles Times, Salon, Village Voice, The Nation, Spin, Sojourners and Mother Jones. He is the recipient of a Lannan Foundation Fellowship in NonFiction, a Loeb Fellowship from Harvard University’s Graduate School of Design, a Freedom of Information Award from the ACLU, a Greater Press Club of Los Angeles Award of Excellence, and an Emmy® Award for hosting PBS member station KCET’s Life & Times.  His books are Flesh Life: Sex in Mexico City (with Joseph Rodriguez, Powerhouse Books, 2006), The New Americans (The New Press, 2004), Crossing Over: A Mexican Family on the Migrant Trail (Picador, 2002), Eastside Stories (with Joseph Rodriguez, Powerhouse Books, 1998), and The Other Side: Notes from the New L.A., Mexico City and Beyond (Vintage, 1993).
About Red Hill Productions

Red Hill Productions was founded by Carl Byker in 1999.  The company has produced more than fourteen hours of television for PBS, including FRONTLINE: “The Meth Epidemic,” a history of methamphetamine use in the United States; Kingdom of David: The Saga of the Israelites, an exploration of the origins of Judaism; and, with KCET, Woodrow Wilson: A Passionate Man, a biography of America’s 29th president; Chasing the Sun, a history of flight; and Andrew Jackson: Good, Evil and the Presidency, a biography of America’s seventh president. Red Hill’s latest KCET co-production is When Worlds Collide.
About KCET

On-air, online and in the community, KCET plays a vital role in the cultural and educational enrichment of Southern and Central California. More than four million viewers watch KCET in the average month. KCET is the most-watched PBS station in Southern California and the second most-watched public television station in the nation. KCET has the largest geographic reach of any PBS station in California.  In addition to its far-reaching broadcast signal, KCET is carried on satellite systems and on nearly 150 cable systems in 11 counties. Viewers from San Luis Obispo to San Diego, from Palm Springs to the Pacific Coast can enjoy the station’s high-quality programs. 

National PBS series produced from the station’s Hollywood studios include four-time NAACP Award winner Tavis Smiley and the Peabody Award-winning series A Place Of Our Own and Los Niños En Su Casa. The educational animated series Sid The Science Kid is co-produced for PBS by KCET and The Jim Henson Company. KCET also produces the Emmy® and Peabody Award-winning SoCal Connected, a hard-hitting prime-time weekly television news program that examines the issues and people of Southern California.
Throughout its more than 40-year history, KCET has won hundreds of major awards for its local and regional news and public affairs programming, its national drama and documentary productions, its quality educational family and children’s programs, its outreach and community services and its Web site, kcet.org. 

KCET is a donor-supported community institution. More than half of the funds raised to support KCET’s operating budget come from individual support. For additional information about KCET productions, Web-exclusive content, programming schedules and community events, please visit kcet.org.
About PBS

PBS, with its 356 member stations, offers all Americans — from every walk of life — the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content. Each month, PBS reaches more than 124 million people on-air and online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; hear diverse viewpoints; and take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. PBS’ premier children’s TV programming and Web site, pbskids.org, are parents’ and teachers’ most trusted partners in inspiring and nurturing curiosity and love of learning in children. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org Web sites on the Internet.
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For more information and additional press materials on WHEN WORLDS COLLIDE, please visit www.pbs.org/pressroom.
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